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Introduction of ‘Captain Ahoy’ Pirate Boat.
My idea is to have an outdoor sensory pirate ship for children aged 2 years old and upwards, which provides stimulation for children with all different additional learning needs. 
So Pirate ship will be made out of solid pine wood and to be build to a solid force to ensure safety when the children are climbing on the pirate ship. The pirate ship will consist of having different sections for children to play in or with. 
With it being a sensory pirate ship the main section will be an area specifically dedicated like an outdoor sensory tent. 
The sensory area will have rain proof covered boxes to keep sensory activities in, outdoor useable lights and waterproofed curtain to be able to give the effect from the lights in a darken area, this will hopefully give the same effect to a indoor sensory tent. 
It will be wheel chair accessible, in which they can access the sensory area and the front of the boat to pretend to be a captain from their imagination.
On the rear back of the boat which will be the outside part of the sensory tent there will also be a sensory wall with touchy feely objects and interactive objects to stimulate those with additional learning needs. For example, tennis balls, chains and hoops, rough patches, soft patches, shinny/mirrors. 
All childcare providers are expected under the Equality Act 2010 (replaced the Disability Discrimination Act 1995) to make 'reasonable adjustments' to meet the needs of disabled children.  So this would be a brilliant way to provide for their needs in an outdoor environment. 
Over the boat there will be a sun shade canapé in order to protect children as much as possible from the sun during the spring and summer months 
I believe this would be successful for childcare settings as it is developed to cater for of children’s different needs and development stages. 
SEN Coordinator: Mr C Tay Headteacher and Senior Learning Support Assistant: Mrs J Evans (2017) state on their school website the objectives of the governing body in making provision for pupils with special educational needs. The most important point made was ‘to ensure that the school provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils with SEN which prepares them for the next stage of learning’ 
This boat will do exactly that, as from the age of 2 years old they are able to develop their fine motor skills to gain independence in using a fork or spoon and developing their gross motor skills to being active in their early years. 
There are many benefits of the Pirate ship as children that are gaining use of the pirate ship are able to engage in imaginative play, develop fine motor skills, develop gross motor skills, children with additional learning needs are able to gain stimulation and enjoyment to hopefully progress attention and listening skills.  
There are many benefits of children engaging in imaginative play. Janice Davis (2011) states benefits children engaging in imaginative play. These benefits consist of giving children opportunities to develop social skills to practise negotiation skills, turn taking and sharing, Provides opportunities for working out problems and experimenting with solutions. Develop emotionally by understanding and expressing their feelings through role-play and to be able to develop language skills by understanding different body language.
There are many benefits of developing fine and gross motor skills, the outside panels of the boat will have drawing easels with erasable pens to use to provide fine motor skills development. Patty Bunce (2014) states that developing fine motor skills is important with children from the ages of 2 years old, when developing these skills a child can be encouraged to write, feed themselves for independence and completing everyday simple activities like buttoning a coat up. 
Children of more able abilities are able to develop their gross motor skills as there is a ladder for children to climb up to go on top deck. Angela Thayer (2019) state that working on gross motor skills can help children to gain strength and confidence in their bodies. They gain exercise through gross physical activities which is most important for a healthy lifestyle.
There are also many benefits of gaining stimulation for children with additional learning needs. Children with additional learning needs often need sensory opportunities to be able to stimulate their brain. Emma Homan (2016) states in her blog on Sensory Play Ideas for Special Needs Children that when children with additional learning needs engage in sensory play it helps to build nerve connections to the brain to improve cognitive growth and helps to encourage them to develop motor skills with carrying on day to day activities. 
Challenges of the Pirate Boat
When considering this idea of a sensory Pirate Ship for outdoor learning there were a few challenges to overcome and some barriers to understand. With the Pirate Boat being made out of wood and living in Wales the weather is not always promising, when the Pirate Boat gets wet it can cause the surface to become slippery. 
With this being targeted to an audience for schools and childcare settings from the age of two years old there was the barrier of health and safety precautions to consider. From the childcare side of precautions this Pirate Boat will need to be supervised at all times. 
With Schools being our main stakeholders for purchasing the Pirate Boat there was the barrier of how much it costs to make the Pirate Boat and whether there will be great profit made. Since having feedback and there being word of mouth to other Flying Starts there has been a increasing demand for the Pirate Boat the profit margin has increased so I believe that we could be successful and gain a great profit. 
Part 2 
Benefit aspects of the early years.
The idea of a Sensory Pirate Boat will benefit aspects of the Early Years as it can offer many opportunities to develop holistically for children and it being specifically appointed towards children with additional learning needs they are able to gain stimulation to develop holistically in a natural outdoor environment. 
Fawns Playground Equipment (2019) state how children can develop in their seven areas of learning which is linked to outdoor learning. These seven areas and how children develop link with the idea of a Sensory Boat as it is linked to outdoor play for children. The seven areas state:
‘1. Learning
Playing outside helps children to develop their learning abilities. By putting educational equipment outdoors, children are soon learning through play, which is a fun way of helping children to learn new information and skills. As well as this, outdoor learning encourages children to think of learning is an ongoing process instead of just something done in the classroom.
2. Creativity
Outdoor play is great for encouraging children’s creativity. Away from the constraints and confinement of indoor play, being outside children’s imaginations are often stimulated by the objects around them and they quickly tap into their creativity.
3. Health
There are numerous health benefits to playing outside. With more room to play in, children are often more active when outside, which helps them to build strong bones and good fitness levels, while also enabling them to burn off extra energy and calories. As well as this, being in the sunshine, even in winter, means children naturally absorb vital vitamin D, a lack of which can lead to Rickets.
4. Social skills
As outdoor spaces are usually less crowded than indoors, it is less intimidating and helps children to naturally come out of their shells and be more social. This means that children will be more willing to join in games and activities, while they will also be more likely to talk to different children and make new friends. This all encourages children to learn social skills and how to interact with other children away from adult supervision.
5. Well-being
Giving children the freedom of playing outdoor helps them to feel happier and calmer. As already stated, being outside means that children naturally get vitamin D, which is proven to help improve moods and create a positive mental attitude. The freedom outdoor play also encourages children to get rid of built up energy, particularly if they tend to be fidgety when sitting for long periods of time, this leads to them becoming calmer and ultimately helps them to be more focused when in the classroom.
6. Independence
The large space in which to play means that when outside children are often away from direct adult supervision. This helps them to learn independence when socially interacting with other children, as well as learning to play by themselves. They learn how to take turns playing games, to pick themselves up then they fall, and how to negotiate unfamiliar equipment, resulting in children learning how to be independent and self-reliant.
7. Explore
Often outdoor play equipment has a little more risk than indoor toys. Whether it is encouraging children to use slides they might be a little afraid to go down, or to try challenging play trails; outdoor play equipment can help children to learn to push their boundaries and become good at risk assessment. It also teaches them to explore new games and become confident in learning to try new things without being guided by adults.’
Children develop holistically inside a classroom, so having an area outdoors it gives perfect opportunity to be able to develop holistically outside especially in the seven areas of learning stated. These seven areas of learning are transferable from indoors to outdoors. 
With the boat being made of wood, it can cause it to be a health and safety risk during bad weather as the surfaces can be slippery. This was made aware in the business pitch, this was realised when the first Pirate Boat was made. Too overcome this challenge would be to improve the surface area to have a non slip grip sheet to be applied to the big surface area in order to prevent any accidents or injuries happening. With regards to Health and Safety all schools or childcare settings that purchase this Pirate Boat will need to produce their own Health and Safety Policy. The pirate boat comes with guidelines to show all Healthy and Safety precautions to be considered and how the boat has been adapted to make it as safe as possible. The boat was adapted to ensure maximum safety for children to use of the ages 2 years old and above, this included the top deck surface area being adapted by applying a non-slip sheet applied a hand rail being applied to help the children to climb up and down the steps and applying mesh fencing with reconstructive wooden slats to stop children being able to fall through the gaps at the top. With regards to children falling, the guidelines state that there should always be an adult member of staff to supervise the boat at all times and for there to be crash landing soft mats around the boat to prevent any serious injuries if a child was to fall off.  Health and safety (2017)
The pirate boat links greatly with current practice as childcare practitioners are the new pioneers of childcare settings by giving children more opportunities to play and thrive through their play. Outdoor play is seen as the biggest achievement for children’s development especially linking with Forest Schools. This is an outdoor learning area for children with additional learning needs and for children of all developments. Forest schools aim is to motivate, engage and inspire children through positive outdoor learning experiences in which this boat will supply this in the early year’s settings. Children from the age are two are still developing their gross motor skills and often some children of this age can be less confident with their gross motor development. But this Pirate Boat gives the ideal opportunity for them to be able to develop their gross motor skills to gain the confidence they need. Bishops Down Primary and Nursery School (2019)  
As previously stated, healthy and safety was thought upon by the entrepreneur of this business idea. Health and safety needs to be thought on all areas and aspects of the boat especially with the boat having an audience target of schools and early year’s childcare settings. Childcare settings should also have a specific policy for the pirate boat with consent forms completed by parents for their children to be able to play on this. This would then ensure to cover the schools or childcare settings for any health and safety risks/accents that happen. All parents should be made fully aware of the health and safety risks that could happen, but they should also be reassured that there will be supervision at all times and that the crash landing mats will be placed down at all times when the boat is in use. 
This boat can be seen to have future improvements as it is a large scale item can be made bigger or smaller depending on how big a setting is and the usage of the boat. In the future there could be progression to have other ideas like a tree house or a magical Wendy house. With this outdoor play being a big aspect of children’s development, the future could be seen that other business would invest in buying equipment for their restaurants, local parks and any outdoor areas. With there being a big push on developing childcare settings outdoor areas this is a great opportunity for childcare settings to invest in. With it being low cost and adaptability made to size needed depending on their outdoor area spacing. 
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