Fulcher of Chartres
‘You have seen for a long time the great disorder in the world caused by these crimes. It is so bad in some of your provinces, I am told, and you are so weak in the administration of justice, that one can hardly go along the road by day or night without being attacked by robbers; and whether at home or abroad one is in danger of being despoiled either by force or fraud. Therefore it is necessary to reenact the truce, as it is commonly called, which was proclaimed a long time ago by our holy fathers. I exhort and demand that you, each, try hard to have the truce kept in your diocese. And if anyone shall be led by his cupidity or arrogance to break this truce, by the authority of God and with the sanction of this council he shall be anathema.’
After these and various other matters had been attended to, all who were present, clergy and people, gave thanks to God and agreed to the pope's proposition. They all faithfully promised to keep the decrees. Then the pope said that in another part of the world Christianity was suffering from a state of affairs that was worse than the one just mentioned. He continued:
‘Although, O sons of God, you have promised more firmly than ever to keep the peace among yourselves and to preserve the rights of the church, there remains still an important work for you to do. Freshly quickened by the divine correction, you must apply the strength of your righteousness to another matter which concerns you as well as God. For your brethren who live in the east are in urgent need of your help, and you must hasten to give them the aid which has often been promised them. For, as the most of you have heard, the Turks and Arabs have attacked them and have conquered the territory of Romania [the Greek empire] as far west as the shore of the Mediterranean and the Hellespont, which is called the Arm of St. George. They have occupied more and more of the lands of those Christians, and have overcome them in seven battles. They have killed and captured many, and have destroyed the churches and devastated the empire. If you permit them to continue thus for awhile with impurity, the faithful of God will be much more widely attacked by them. On this account I, or rather the Lord, beseech you as Christ's heralds to publish this everywhere and to persuade all people of whatever rank, foot-soldiers and knights, poor and rich, to carry aid promptly to those Christians and to destroy that vile race from the lands of our friends. I say this to those who are present, it meant also for those who are absent. Moreover, Christ commands it.
All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins. This I grant them through the power of God with which I am invested




Fulcher of Chartres is a purported eyewitness to the speech Pope Urban II gave at the Council of Clermont held in 1095, calling for the First Crusade.[footnoteRef:1] It is probable he was educated in Chartres’ cathedral school, becoming a priest. After attending the Council of Clermont, he journeyed towards Asia Minor with the First Crusade, eventually serving as chaplain to Count Baldwin of Boulogne.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  D Thomas, and A. Mallett, "Fulcher Of Chartres," in Christian-Muslim Relations. A Bibliographical History Volume 3 (1050-1200) (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 2011) 401.]  [2:  Thomas & Mallett, “Fulcher,” 401.] 

The following extract is from Fulcher’s chronicle of that time, the Gesta Francorum Jerusalem Expugnantium. Directly after the prologue, Fulcher recalls Pope Urban II’s speech, before recording his eye witnessed account of the Crusade that followed. His complete writings was not complete until thirty years after the Council had assembled and the First Crusade had been fought. Although he began writing The Deeds much earlier than this,’[footnoteRef:3] placing his written word closer in time to event itself than its final publication. The significant elapse of time between the Pope’s speech and Fulcher’s penned recollection of the event has left scholars such as Riley-Smith concluding that ‘we cannot, for instance, put much trust in four eyewitness accounts of his sermon to the council of Clermont which were written from memory after 1099.’[footnoteRef:4] Yet, when read alongside other medieval chroniclers, and heeding Fulcher’s own voice in his writing, his account of the Pope’s speech adds detail to the understanding of late eleventh and early twelfth century western Christendom society. [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  Jonathan Riley-Smith, The First Crusade and the idea of crusading (London, NY: Continuum, 2003), 15. ] 

This society, as Bull highlights, was a place where ‘violence was everywhere, impinging on many aspects of daily life.’[footnoteRef:5] This is evident in the Pope’s inaugural remarks, lambasting a society ‘weak in the administration of justice,’ and that ‘one is in danger of being despoiled either by force or fraud.’ It is Fulcher alone among contemporary chroniclers who notes the Pope’s critique of infighting plaguing western Christendom. His Pope sought to redirect a militant society towards a common goal: the holy land. As Bull writes further ‘what, then, was it about late eleventh-century Europe which made the First Crusade possible? One basic feature was the thorough militarization of society.’[footnoteRef:6]   [5:  Marcus Bull, “Origins,” in The Oxford Illustrated History of the Crusades, ed. Jonathan Riley-Smith (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), 15.]  [6:  Bull, “Origins,” 18.] 

Running parallel to this, Jonathan Phillips notes that the late eleventh century ‘was an intensely religious age.’[footnoteRef:7] Importance was placed upon the necessity for salvation, the upholding of piety, and the remission of sins for ‘people of whatever rank, foot-soldiers and knights, poor and rich.’ As a priest and chaplain, it is unsurprising that Fulcher’s Pope’s preamble emphasises repentance, offering Crusade as a pathway fulfilling this. Phillips echoes Fulcher by writing ‘the need for all people - whether rich or poor, nobles or labourers - to atone for their actions is vital in explaining the level of enthusiasm for the First Crusade.’[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Jonathan Phillips, The Crusades, 1095–1197 (London: Longman, 2002), 14.]  [8:  Phillips, Crusades, 15.] 

 From atonement comes salvation, granted by Fulcher’s Pope for those who do Crusade ‘through the power of God with which I am invested.’ A differing account of the Pope’s remarks, the anonymously written Gesta Francorum, accentuates salvation also,  emphasising the crusaders as pilgrims. It reads ‘whoever wishes to save his soul should not hesitate humbly to take up the way of the Lord.’[footnoteRef:9] The salvation of the soul in an age full of untimely death and sin was a profoundly important motivation, abetted by Fulcher’s Pope saying ‘all who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins.’ [9:  August. C. Krey, The First Crusade: The Accounts of Eyewitnesses and Participants, (Princeton: 1921), 28-30.] 



Riley-Smith writes that the Pope’s reasons for instigating the First Crusade were ‘with two aims: the release of fellow-Christians from injuries suffered at the hands of the Muslims and the liberation of Jerusalem.’[footnoteRef:10] Fulcher’s Pope clearly highlights the plight of Christians suffering invasion from the Arabs and Turks. But, it focuses on waging a war fought to avoid further losses of Christian land, as he writes, ‘if you permit them to continue thus for a while with impurity, the faithful of God will be much more widely attacked by them.’ Yet, this is not how other chroniclers reported the Pope’s speech. Guibert of Nogent’s account, sourced from both the Gesta and his own personal account is grandiose and rousing. His Pope calls for a complete Chistian restoration across the Arab world, including Jerusalem. 'Consider, therefore… that through you He may restore Jerusalem from such debasement.’[footnoteRef:11] On the contrary, as Cowdrey writes, ‘the chroniclers' accounts, with the exception of Fulcher’s represent the Pope as making much of the call to deliver the Holy City of Jerusalem from pagan domination.’[footnoteRef:12]  Fulcher’s Pope requires Crusaders ‘to destroy that vile race from the lands of our friends,’ in the ‘territory of Romania as far west as the shore of the Mediterranean and the Hellespont:’ the Christians around Constantinople. In comparison, an embellished recreation of the Gesta Francorum written by Balderic of Dol, quotes the Pope saying ‘with your whole soul vigorously preach the journey to Jerusalem.’[footnoteRef:13] Additionally, a letter of instruction to the Crusaders from the Pope himself dated to December 1095 makes reference to ‘the holy City of Christ,’ invoking Jerusalem as a location where ‘barbaric fury’[footnoteRef:14] has destroyed churches and afflicted Christian life. Interestingly, when Jerusalem did fall to the Crusaders in 1099, Baldwin, whom Fulcher was a chaplain to, was made King of Jerusalem in 1100. Therefore, it is probable Fulcher knew the Crusade targeted Jerusalem  from the beginning. [10:  Riley-Smith, Crusade, 107.]  [11:  Krey, The First Crusade, 36-40.]  [12:  H.E.J Cowdrey, “Pope Urban II’s preaching of the First Crusade,” in History Vol:55 (NJ: Wiley, 1970), 177.]  [13:  Krey, The First Crusade, 33-36.]  [14:  Krey, The First Crusade, 42-43.] 

Fulcher’s account of the Pope paints a unique picture of the circumstances leading to the First Crusade. This is reflected in themes of the late eleventh century Christendom such as militancy, piety, and sin. Fulcher’s omission of content found in other sources does not detract from his reliability. Instead it emphasises Fulcher’s worldview, heightening the importance of what he recounts the Pope saying. When read alongside other chroniclers and contemporary sources, Fulcher’s account of the Pope’s speech implicitly serves as an valuable source of the late eleventh century.
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