
Outline the rise of Hindu devotionalism and comment on the role and importance of bhakti within contemporary Hinduism. 

In order to answer this question I must first look at what devotionalism and bhakti are isolated from Hinduism. Devotionalism is a way of marketing yourself and having your attributes summaries as religious devotion. Bhakti is the love, devotion, and care for a personal god.  It is centred around the unconditional love and the devotion of the devotee towards God. Devotee meaning “an ardent follower, supporter or enthusiast of a religion, art form or sport”[footnoteRef:1]. The. Bhakti movement is a way to bring religious formats of adopting devotion rituals and worship to achieve salvation. These two concepts combined formulate the idea of emotional devotionalism, which promotes purity, worship and faith; but mostly a relationship to god on a personal or spiritual level. As is known, for Hindus there is only on God and so a personal relationship with God is seen as the most important thing. It is necessary to achieve salvation. It is also important to note that there is a clear difference between modern day comtemporary Hinduism and acient Hinduism, or. Hinduism during the Vedic times. One difference is the God’s; in modern day the God’s are Rama, Krishna, Kali, Ganesha, Hanuman, Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Saraswati, Lakshmi and Shakti and in Vedic times the God’s were Indra, Agni, Soma, the Ashvins, Varuna, the Rudras, Mitra. Xome other differences include the idea of reincarnation which was not attested in the Vedas and the caste system.  [1:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/devotee
] 



“According to the Bhagavadgita, a Hindu religious text, the path of bhakti, or bhakti-marga, is superior to the two other religious approaches, the path of knowledge (jnana) and the path of ritual and good works (karma)”[footnoteRef:2]. I view this to be because of the impact that it has on the person. You become more spiritually aware, and gain more structure and dedication in your life which you can not obtain from the other two.  I feel as though both Jnana and Karma are predominately teleological based ideals where as Bhakti is more deontological and so it has more direction and is able to be applied to modern day Hinduism more and be more beneficial to the participant. [2:  https://www.britannica.com/topic/bhakti ] 

 

If it can be said that anything had spread through and be celebrated in India, it would be Bhakti. This is because it is a way of showing pure dedication, expression and experience to transcendent beings, and in a land such as India which is full of rich beliefs and many Gods and Goddesses. Although Bhakti translated to English is ‘loving devotion’ it is much more than that[footnoteRef:3]. It is about unconditional love of agape, and the gratitude and honouring of the deities; it is considered a way of life, a way to base all actions and devote your life to your God. “According to a number of Hindu texts, there are nine ways of expressing Bhakti” [footnoteRef:4] ; Shravana which is Hearing the Lord’s virtues, Kirtana which is Singing the Lord’s glories as hymns, Smarana which is remembering the lord at all times, padasevana which is serving the Lord’s feet, Archana which is Honouring the Lord, Vandana which is Prayer and prostration unto the Lord, Dasya bhakti which is about being aservant to the lord, Sakhya. Bhakti which. Is about having a friendship or bond with the Lord and Atma-nivendana which is a self-surrender to the Lord. It is clear to see that with the presence of Bhakti your life becomes centred around having a Lord, God or higher being which you must serve and follow.  This clearly shows the important of Bhakti in contemporary Hinduism as it is key in shaping a Hindu’s life and belief, much as it would have done in the past when it first arose in the 8th century. The devotion and dedication that you Hindu’s have from following Bhakti, teaches discipline which is not only a key attribute to have whilst following a religion but also whilst being a part of a modern day society. The structure that comes which devotionalism and bhakti is needed for Society to function; it promotes the need for rules and regulations and following laws. This is proven in the statistics for crime in countries such as India; the. Rates of crime have been decreasing rapidly in more recent years[footnoteRef:5] and I believe this is due to the lessons taught in religions such as Hinduism. [3:   https://www.bl.uk/sacred-texts/articles/bhakti#authorBlock1 
]  [4:  https://www.bl.uk/sacred-texts/articles/bhakti#authorBlock1 
]  [5:  https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/IND/india/crime-rate-statistics ] 


Another key element of Bhakti is enlightenment. As we know  the idea of Bhakti started in the 8th Century and continued to develop until the 15th century, the enlightenment period was from around 1715 -  1789 and I believe that enlightenment rounded  off Bhakti and formulated a lot of the modern ideals of it.  Enlightenment is all about dissolving the ego, or ahamkara. This is key for getting rid of the labels ascribed to you by society and allowing you to gain your persona through your religion. It also allows you to have a more spiritual awakening which brings together your ideals with you personal persona. “There are a number of ways that spiritual awakening can be attained, and these are outlined in the Bhagavad Gītā”.[footnoteRef:6] This is one of the more important scriptures for Hindu’s; it is a yoga shastra and is centred around how to control a view or unite amongst a view to becoming more spiritually aware or awake. It is separated in to four types one being meditation of bhakti yoga which is where the spiritual seeker gives themselves to complete devotion to their Beloved. What this means is that a person who has allowed this to happen can see and be a part of what happens and what goes in the world a round them however, is not disturbed or alarmed by anything as your mind is calm and at rest. This is still presents in modern day Hinduism as it creates a way for you to be in control of yourself and therefore it makes it easier to follow and abide by your religion. It enables. You to have the structure and dedication that Bhakti and devotionalism calls for and holds.  [6:  https://www.bl.uk/sacred-texts/articles/bhakti#authorBlock1 ] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]To summarise, the rise of devotionalism and the impact of Bhakti was a way of focusing on the importance of the participant or follower and was a way of allowing them to unlock and understand their own spiritual being. Which in turn has allowed for a more direct connection to a personal God. I believe that the importance of Bhakti is greater than any other parts of Hinduism as it spiritual awakening that you obtain is the key to allowing Hinduism to work and strive in modern day society.
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