What makes civilisation?
In order to answer this question using Childe’s theories (Trigger, 2003), I am going to present this essay as a description of what makes the Minoan people a civilisation. By looking at how the Minoan culture is a civilisation, it is possible to examine at great detail, the intricacies of civilisation.
Large Urban Centres (1) and Monumental Architecture (4)
One of the most iconic aspects of the Minoan culture is their palatial complexes such as Knossos, Phaistos, Malia and Zakros. Knossos being an exceptionally large palace; shortly after it was built (circa 1900 BCE) its urban area had a capacity of 18,000 people (Castleden, 2002). This has led to it being considered as Europe’s oldest city (Whitelaw, 2011), the palace alone covered 3 acres, the whole palatial complex stretched to 5 acres (Castleden, 2002), not counting the later expansion of the palace’s urban area leading to an estimated population of up to 100,000 people by 1700BCE (ibid, 2002). The argument for the Minoan people’s monumental architecture is very clear to see when visiting any of their sites, even Phaistos, which is the smallest of the Minoan palatial sites (Whitelaw, 2011); Knossos alone is 5 stories high and a massive, luxuriant yet practical development, far ahead of its time. Knossos featured many advancements which took hundreds if not thousands of years for other peoples to catch up such as greywater drainage, sewage and aqueduct system which supplied the royal wing of the palace with fresh running water (ibid, 2011).

Craft workers, merchants, officials and priests supported by the surpluses produced by farmers (2)
Although historical evidence is sparse, from depictions frescoes and other art, we can see quite clearly that the civilians of Minoan Crete were certainly ordered with a degree of complexity, ranging from skilled craftsmen, merchants, secular officials (including the divine ruler), administrators, and soldiers/navy men as well as the peasant class (Castleden, 2002; Bury, 1975).

Primary Producers Paying surpluses to a Deity or Divine Ruler (3), a Ruling Class exempt from manual labour (5) and Resident specialist craft workers politically as well as economically under the control of secular or religious officials (10)
It is quite widely accepted that the Minos (king) of the Minoan people was revered as a divine leader (Castleden, 2002); it is also quite clear from material evidence left (in artefacts, frescoes and vessels) that divine sacrifices were prevalent (ibid, 2002). Offerings were both in the form of animal sacrifice and libations offered via a ceremonial procession with a Rhyta (usually conical, with a fine hole at the base to let out a steady flow of the offering, this is clearly depicted in several frescoes from the Knossos palace; the famous steatite bulls head found at Knossos is a different example) (ibid, 2002). From the degree of difference in the class structure we can tell that it was highly likely that the ruling elites, as well as their officials, were exempt from manual labour such as farming, however it needs to be made clear that although they might not have been involved in daily tasks, both the secular officials and the Minos are believed to have undertaken ceremonial rituals and offerings to guarantee fertility and abundance which is prominent in their culture’s materiality. Also in Minoan artwork (frescoes and ceramics), it has been noted that males are depicted with an orange hue, whereas the women are always pure white, this is believed to be due to the men working manual/agricultural tasks under the hot sun, and women possibly being exempt from this (ibid, 2002).

Systems for recording information (6)
A large degree of the finest examples of Minoan craftsmanship is in the intricately carved seal stones which were used within the palatial administrative sectors. The primary recording medium were clay bars; many of these were found at Knossos, having been incidentally fired in the devastating fire at the palace around 1650BCE. Also another common medium was the clay seal impressions on vessels (such as amphorae and pithoi) (ibid, 2002; Bury, 1975). The Minoans appear to have had a rather advanced tax collecting and recording system to allow their trade network to work very efficiently (Castleden, 2002).

Development of exact practical sciences (7)
Celestial objects are depicted often within the Minoan culture, and it is believed that the main female deity within their religion was a Demeter-like solar goddess (Ridderstad, 2009). It has been proposed by a number of astro-archaeologists that the palaces of Knossos, Phaistos and Malia are orientated for the rising of the sun, whereas the palace of Zakros was orientated for the ascension of the moon (ibid, 2009). The throne room at Knossos is orientated to the rise of Spica (or α-Virginis), a proposed important star within chthonic cult (ibid, 2009).

The regular importation of raw materials both as luxuries and as industrial materials (8)
It is well known that the Minoan people developed a strong trade network across the Aegean and beyond, both Minoan crafts and commodities (mainly olive oil, timber and resins) making up their exports and exotic goods and materials being imported in. Some notable imports include Cypriot copper, Egyptian gemstones and gold, and Afghan lapis lazuli (Sherratt, 1980). Also to be noted, Minos has been credited with clearing the seas of pirates to make the trade network safer (ibid, 1980).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Monumental Art (9)
The palaces of the Minoan people were luxuriantly and abundantly decorated with frescoes, carved massive timber pillars (none survive today, only recorded in frescoes and ceramics) and sawn gypsum wall coverings. A lot of the focus went into intricately made small artefacts like jewellery, seal stones and figurines, made from a range of materials including clay, ivory, steatite, rare gemstones, enamel and gold (Castleden, 2002; Sherratt, 1980).
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