‘However powerful their sense of cultural and historical identity the Welsh were, in political and economic terms, strictly unionist.’  (Kenneth Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation (Oxford: OUP, 1982), p. 405. 
Discuss the accuracy of this statement by examining economic and political developments in Wales since 1945. As part of your research for this you will be required to draw upon a number of secondary sources dealing with post-World War Two Wales, including part III of Morgan’s seminal work, the essential reader for this course and the source of the above quote.


‘1997 was, I think, their last chance… If most Welsh People
had not voted ‘yes’ to devolution, nobody alive would ever
see true political nationhood in Wales. For generations
No passion of patriots, no ecstasy of linguist, no reasoning 
of history of ideology would persuade the English state
that Wales was really a nation at all…’
- Jan Morris, 2000.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Jan Morris, [(Wales: Epic Views of a Small Country)] (Penguin Books Ltd, 2000).] 



Morgan makes a distinction between the cultural and historical identity of Wales on the one hand, as an influencing force, and political and economic factors that may affect feelings about Welsh independence on the other hand. The Welsh Nationalist movement has pushed for the recognition of Wales as a self-governing nation. However, Welsh independence has never properly garnered enough support to be seriously considered in a referendum.  This question is about whether this distinction that Morgan makes, can withstand scrutiny and whether being strictly unionist comes from a pragmatic realism rather than, from a feeling of what it is to be Welsh. Political and economic factors in Wales are very much connected to Welsh identities; so, whilst Wales has remained unionist, it is not necessarily because the Welsh want to be, leading to the idea of them being reluctantly unionist.  
Following the Second World War, there had been many questions as to whether Wales would ever exist as its own entity, away from the United Kingdom. Feelings about Welsh ‘identity’ and Welsh ‘autonomy’ led to and drove  the debate of devolution.[footnoteRef:3]
 There had been feelings of being marginalised by the Labour government during the Post-War period, however, the war caused an awareness of Wales as being an essential part of the union with the United Kingdom. The war demonstrated the role Wales had in the union and the relationship it had with the other member parts.  Wales became crucial during the war as a place that hosted evacuees, and the Welsh soldiers were fighting alongside those from the rest of Britain. These soldiers were fighting for their country, their homes, a place they could be proud of. The war experience helped reinforce the solidarity of the union and the differences between the countries within the union would have lessened in the face of the common threat.
The relationship that Wales has within the union is a complex one. The union must be seen as more than simply a political and economic arrangement and for it to be seen as successful from the Welsh perspective, it is vital that Welsh identity is recognised and valued within the union. Competing and conflicting views are evident both within the union and within Wales and debates about this topic have been ongoing.  Paul Chaney provides a detailed analysis of the electoral discourse related to state decentralisation within Welsh devolution from 1945. This presents an insight into the concerns and feelings of Welsh people in constituencies. It also shows how these ideas have endured over time. This essay will discuss several crucial dates and events that questioned Welsh identity within Britain, and how they were dealt with.   [3:  Paul Chaney, ‘An Electoral Discourse Approach to State Decentralisation: State-Wide Parties’ Manifesto Proposals on Scottish and Welsh Devolution, 1945–2010’, British Politics, 8.3 (2013), 333–56 <https://doi.org/10.1057/bp.2012.26>.] 


The end of the Second World War in Europe in 1945 saw the Labour government gaining power within Britain. This caused a great deal of fear in Wales as it was believed that Welsh identity would be ‘marginalised and overlooked’ as the labour government ‘wed Wales to the British state.’  Labour had promised to take control of the economy through nationalisation[footnoteRef:4], which was seen as radical, such a nation state may have seen Wales lessening in importance and value in the bigger picture.
There had been many complaints regarding the lack of a Welsh dimension to planning and policy for Britain following the Second World War.[footnoteRef:5]   The idea of  Wales being strictly part of the union is very prominent during this time as it was believed that to the government of the time, Wales did not count as a nation, instead they were seen, at best  as a province of England.[footnoteRef:6]  Welsh MPs supported the idea of a Secretary of State for Wales as it would help prioritise Wales’ needs within the government. However, Aneurin Bevan, the Minister for Health, was a common opponent for those who advocated for Welsh devolution. He often spoke out against the idea that there were uniquely Welsh problems or solutions. At the House of Commons Welsh Day of 1944 he posed the question: How does the problem of rearing sheep on Welsh mountains differ from rearing them on Scottish mountains?[footnoteRef:7] ’ Election manifestos reveals devolution for Scotland and Wales to be a consistent, enduring policy issue that featured in the manifestos of every election since the Second World War[footnoteRef:8] [4:  Derek Brown, ‘1945-51: Labour and the Creation of the Welfare State’, The Guardian, 14 March 2001, section Politics <http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2001/mar/14/past.education> [accessed 7 May 2018].]  [5:  Martin. Johnes, Wales since 1939 (Manchester, UK ; New York : New York: Manchester University Press ; Distributed in the United States exclusively by Palgrave Macmillan, 2012).p.47]  [6:  H. Jenkins Geraint, Let’s Do Our Best for the Ancient Tongue: The Welsh Language in the Twentieth Century, ed. by Mari A. Williams, 2nd edition (University of Wales Press, 2015).p. 263-4]  [7:  Martin. Johnes.p.47]  [8:  Chaney.] 

Johnes believes that it is unsurprising that the government were unwilling to grant more of a Welsh dimension to decision making, due to the fact that the Prime Minister Clement Attlee and the government itself, were very traditional and the war had reinforced constitutional conservatism.


Certain events were significant in invigorating the argument for the devolution of Wales. The flooding of Capel Celyn, a Welsh speaking community, to provide Liverpool with water in 1965 emboldened and reinvigorated the nationalist cause in Wales as it questioned what being Welsh was in the modern world. Although the village was considered small, it was still a home for forty residents, it hosted a school, burial ground, post office and farmland, all of which were utterly destroyed following the building of a reservoir.[footnoteRef:9] The creation of the dam triggered nationalist outrage and a determined fight to save the village. During 1963, whilst the dam was being created, the Movement for the Defence of Wales was formed. Emyr Llewelyn, Owain Williams and John Albert-Jones joined forces to plant two bombs at the dam. The first destroyed the electricity transformer and the second destroyed a pylon at Gellilydan.[footnoteRef:10] Williams, a farmer’s son at the time and later a Gwynedd county councillor, believed that the bombing was necessary. He stated that;
  [9:  Martin. Johnes.p.212]  [10:  Delyth Lloyd, ‘Tryweryn: 50 Years after “Drowning”’, BBC News, 21 October 2015, section Wales <http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-34528336> [accessed 6 May 2018].] 

  ‘action had to be taken. There was no alternative… the Welsh had been pumped with Calvinistic Methodism… and non-violence for years…It was time we stood up and said “yes, we’re here.”’[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Lloyd.] 


It is believed that the protest marked a political awakening for Wales. Aeron Prysor Jones stated that the bombing of the dam ‘ignited the nationalist cause within Wales and there would be uproar if they (Britain) tried to do something similar again.’[footnoteRef:12] Iorwerth Peate, curator of St Fagans, Museum of Welsh Life, and a prominent nationalist, claimed that the flooding was a part of a greater picture, the ‘gradual murder of the Welsh national personality by various forces’.[footnoteRef:13] Peate stressed how if a village in England was threatened in the same way Capel Celyn was, it would not face the same threat to the English language as the Welsh language faced. English culture would still be secure.[footnoteRef:14]  This event in itself shows how Wales still saw itself as part of the union at this point in time. Johnes shows how in Parliament the MPs and Lords looked at the collective British goods rather than the individual Welsh culture.[footnoteRef:15] This attitude of government led to resentment in Welsh communities and was a main factor in the eventual push for devolution of Wales. 
Although it could be said that this event fuelled the nationalist feelings in Wales, Rhodri Morgan, the Assembly First Minister, believed that this did not alter the political aspect of Wales. He believed that the devolution of Wales from Britain was not due to the events as ‘the time gap between Tryweryn and the assembly is too long to make that connection.’[footnoteRef:16] 
Time in politics may well be short, but for Welsh people, the events of Tryweryn are very much fresh in peoples’ minds.  This is shown on the Cofiwch Dryweryn memorial wall on the A487 which despite early attempts to remove it, has become a symbol of ‘Welsh struggle and patriotic unity’[footnoteRef:17] [12:  Lloyd.]  [13:  near Cardiff. IORWERTH C. PEATE. St. Fagans Castle, ‘Threats To Welsh Culture’, The Times, 27 July 1957, p. 7, The Times Digital Archive.]  [14:  IORWERTH C. PEATE. St. Fagans Castle.]  [15:  Martin. Johnes.p.214]  [16:  Lloyd.]  [17:  Sion Morgan, ‘Bid to Preserve the Iconic “Cofiwch Dryweryn” Wall’, Walesonline, 2010 <http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/bid-preserve-iconic-cofiwch-dryweryn-1891109> [accessed 7 May 2018].] 



Another key event of the devolution of Wales from Britain was the Aberfan disaster of 1966. The disaster was seen as another example of how Wales was poorly served by English rule, as well as marking more disillusionment with both Labour and the coal industry.[footnoteRef:18] During 1958, the National Coal Board used a hillside overlooking Aberfan as a tipping refuse, and despite complaints by the local authorities, the National Coal Board made assurances that the tip was safe, despite fears that the slurry would be washed away by the spring that fed  into the village. On October 21st 1966, the fears became reality. The waterlogged tip fell and engulfed farmland, houses and a junior school.[footnoteRef:19] The tragedy led to the death of 144 people, 116 of which were children in the school.[footnoteRef:20] The Aberfan disaster is an example of the way in which Wales was scorned by English rule The chair of the Board, Lord Robens, tried to pin the disaster on the springs which he claimed were unknown to them[footnoteRef:21], although Johnes points out that the spring was visible on all local maps of Aberfan.[footnoteRef:22] The injustice felt by the people of Aberfan when the Board was left unprosecuted is still present today. The events of Aberfan are now a vital part of Welsh collective memory due to it being a significant moment in the nation’s history. It is interesting to note that this event has been added to the Cofiwch Dryweryn memorial wall and both events share a place in Welsh collective memory.
Johnes and McLean highlight how disasters are laden with cultural significances, the results of Aberfan evoked resentful feelings by the fact that the National Coal Board was believed to aid and be part of the community.[footnoteRef:23] The nationalisation of coal was generally seen as a just compensation for years of adversity and mistreatment at the hands of the Labour Government, leading to the creation of the Coal Board, which at first had been met with support and enthusiasm in Wales, however, these optimistic feelings disappeared in the 1960s.[footnoteRef:24] 
There is an idea of a failed reconciliation in the feelings of unionism  which is represented in a small memorial garden at the spot where the tip fell. The memorial states; ‘I’r Rhai a Garwyn ac y Galarwn o’u colli’ In Welsh, followed by the English ‘To Those We Loved and Miss So Very Much.’[footnoteRef:25] Morris believes that the failed reconciliation is shown in the fact that it the area is covered in litter and defiled with graffiti.[footnoteRef:26] However strong the discontent is towards the English and how nationalist Wales felt, they were still a part of the unionism between England and Wales. [18:  Martin. Johnes.]  [19:  Martin Johnes and Iain McLean, ‘Echoes of Injustice’, History Today, 50.12 (2000), 28.]  [20:  Johnes and McLean.]  [21:  Johnes and McLean.]  [22:  Martin. Johnes.]  [23:  Johnes and McLean.]  [24:  Johnes and McLean.]  [25:  Jan Morris, The Matter of Wales: Epic Views of a Small Country (Penguin Books, 1986).p.279]  [26:  Morris, The Matter of Wales.p.279] 


Welsh nationalism, cultural and political, was far from dead. Tension continued to increase and became focused upon recognition for the Welsh language throughout the 1970s[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Kenneth O. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880-1980. (Oxford : Cardiff: Oxford UnivPress, Univof Wales Press, 1982).p.394] 

Welsh language, is a strong part of Wales’ cultural identity and has always been an influential factor in the arguments for devolution. Following the first Welsh Language Act in 1967, there was an increase of welsh language usage within the public sector, this included an expansion within Welsh-medium education.[footnoteRef:28] This led to an advisory Welsh Language Board being created in 1988 to promote the use of Welsh in places that were practical and achievable. [footnoteRef:29] Ned Thomas, states that; [28:  Linda Cardinal and Pierre Boyer, ‘Devolution and Language Governance in Wales’, Inroads; Montreal, Winter 2004, pp. 110–17.]  [29:  Cardinal and Boyer.] 


National consciousness arises only when they are all connected in the mind by a sense of history, by a theory of history, too, or else when that history and that community is held together suspended in the language.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Ned Thomas, ‘The Language and Nationalism’, in The Welsh Dilema, 1st edn (Camarthenshire: The Merlin Press, 1973), pp. 63–72.p.64] 


He supports this argument by showing how a Welsh-speaker is distinctly Welsh, but an English-
speaker living in Wales may or may not believe himself to be Welsh. He shows how this is due to the internal annexation by England, leading to very little being left that is identifiably and unmistakably Welsh, aside from the Welsh language.[footnoteRef:31] Thomas presents us with the idea that being Welsh is not a straightforward purpose of speaking Welsh, and that political nationalism is another thing again, but that the Welsh-language is by no means completely missing from the equation.[footnoteRef:32] [31:  Thomas.]  [32:  Thomas.] 

However, Meirion Prys Jones believed that there had been a lost decade for the Welsh language following the policies put in place since devolution.[footnoteRef:33] He believed that Wales did not need a completely new structure as it would have been a lot better if Plaid had just built on what Wales already had during the 2007 and 2011. election campaigns[footnoteRef:34] Plaid had wished to help the welsh language prosper and stated that they had set firm foundations for this, however, the census figures in 2011 showed that there had been a decline in the number of Welsh speakers in Wales.[footnoteRef:35] Meri Huws, a language commissioner, believed that this was due to the budget cuts around the Welsh language budget.[footnoteRef:36]  [33:  Aled ap Dafydd, ‘Welsh Language Suffered “Lost Decade”’, BBC News, 14 September 2017, section Wales politics <http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-41269727> [accessed 7 May 2018].]  [34:  Dafydd.]  [35:  Wales Goverment, ‘Welsh Speakers by Local Authority and Broader Age Groups, 2001 and 2011 Census’, Welsh Speakers by Local Authority and Broader Age Groups, 2001 and 2011 Census <https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Welsh-Language/WelshSpeakers-by-LA-BroaderAge-2001And2011Census> [accessed 7 May 2018].]  [36:  Dafydd.] 



Wales finally gained some independence for the strict unionism with Britain in 1997. On 18th September 1997, the people of Wales voted for devolution and the creation of a Welsh Assembly, this led to wales being able to claim to have a degree of democratic self-government for the first time.[footnoteRef:37] Although a referendum had been held prior to this in 1979, there had been deep divisions within Welsh society leading to the rejections of devolution. Johnes believed this because during this time there had been economic uncertainty and distrust in the Labour Party, leading to the idea that being Welsh was not primarily a political sentiment.[footnoteRef:38] A strong difference between 1979 and 1997, was the Welsh language. The labour party exploited the anti-devolution agenda, it promoted the idea that there was a strong sense of division between the ‘Welsh-speaking north and the Anglicised south.’[footnoteRef:39] However, following 1979, the increase of Welsh-medium education in South Wales lead to Labour creating a point in their manifesto which promised to hold a referendum on the creation of the Welsh Assembly.[footnoteRef:40] September 1997 saw the overcoming of division and united Wales in their aim to be devolved from England.  [37:  Richard Wyn Jones and Bethan Lewis, ‘The Welsh Devolution Referendum’, Politics, 19.1 (1999), 37–46 <https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9256.00084>.p.37]  [38:  Martin. Johnes.p.246]  [39:  Jones and Lewis.p.39]  [40:  ‘History of Welsh Devolution’, National Assembly for Wales <http://www.assembly.wales/en/abthome/role-of-assembly-how-it-works/Pages/history-welsh-devolution.aspx> [accessed 3 May 2018].] 


Overall, as Morgan shows, Wales held a powerful sense of their culture and historical identity, especially following the events of Capel Celyn and Aberfan. However, they were unable to do anything about it until 1997 following the devolution of Wales, as they were reliant on the British government for money and the political policies to be put in place. This was due to the fact that the British Government did not wish to have a Welsh perspective on events following the Second World War. The lack of a Welsh dimension was due to the fact that the Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, and the government itself, were very traditional and the war had reinforced constitutional conservatism. 
Welsh struggle and patriotic unity has been a key issue in the lead up to devolution, as there had been a strong sense of Welsh nationalism through their language and the resentment they felt following British rule from London ,In conclusion  it was not until 1997, following the referendum on devolution, that Wales was seen as semi-autonomous and  not being strictly unionist within Britain. 
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