Are ‘GREEN’ products such as Tetra Pak cartons truly recyclable?
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion: The level of waste produced by the Euro-American seemingly dominant culture has reached staggering rates; the term ‘recycling’ in a way has become a term of comfort, to the general population. In this new materially driven culture, which has led to the overuse of single-use plastic, and fossil fuels has led to the inclined rate of global warming. Humans commonly busy themselves with politically driven terms such as ‘recycling’ and believe that by conforming to the metanarrative of society they are in doing so, playing their part in the survival of the earth. This however nobly intended is not always the case – materials intended to be recycled are often sent elsewhere. Alongside the epoch of the Anthropocene previously coined by Meybeck Et Al; it is suggested that society has entered a single used age/generation. As a culture we now categories material based upon the social construct of ‘dirt’, “rubbish is an item that has lost value” (Thompson 1979) if something is deemed dirty is thus no longer holds value and becomes waste. To all in a single dominant culture and social standing – “rituals of purity and impurity create unity inexperience” (Douglas, 1966). As a society, we have formed a construct that anything we no longer hold value to, no longer holds use. If a material or item is still functional; we act in a way that purges Euro-American society of anything that could be considered as ‘impure’ or ‘dirty’. This is the same on both a material and human level; We treat people that are deemed ‘impure’ in society such as prisoners in a way that we would rubbish. Items are no longer built to last; they are obsolescence. However, outside of these constructs of social solidarity “dirt” can be seen to hold value in a different setting and social perspective. For example, Tetra Pak’s can be recycled to help communities in Malaysia, “providing over 10,000 exercise books and 100 pieces of school furniture made from recycled cartons” THE CAREton PROJECT – FORWARD THINKING (Tetra Pak, 2015). Value of Euro-American rubbish can be found by other cultures. Furthermore, people within the same culture can reject the social norm/construct; for example, hoarders. Hoarding is ladled as a disorder within society where one has the inability to get rid of stuff others may class as ‘dirty’ (Mr Trebus). Hoarding however is a direct example of Bennet’s ‘thing power’ in her book ‘the force of things’ (Bennet 2004). Sometimes people create relationships with materials with deferring from the metanarrative of society; this there for indicates there are challenges to Thompsons Rubbish theory as the value of material does not simply dissipate but rather displaces from the current individual to another. Despite what we may think everything we consume has an effect, the more single use plastic produced and make to waste the greater the damage made to the planet becomes, landfill will eventually no longer be a viable option for our distribution of waste. A new clean and eco-friendly method of living needs to be found such as the CAREton project in order to reduce our waste and its effect on the planet.
Introduction: 
· On the contrary, to popular belief, many self-proclaimed recyclable items are not disposed of in an entirely eco-friendly or ‘green’ practice. 
· Tetra Pak is a widely distributed form of packaging often used to bottle products such as juice and coconut milk, and various other liquids. 
· These cartons have varied layers of materials ensuring the preservation of goods, however the separation of these layers with intent to recycle presents as more of a demanding job then it is marketed to be. 
· Tetra Pak’s themselves contain a multitude of polyethene, aluminium and paperboard layers. 
·  It has been found that to completely recycle a Tetra Pak these “layers would need to be separated out and reformed into new Tetra Pak cartons.” Lindsay Miles (2011) describes the nature of recyclable products. This separation of material, however, is commonly overlooked and thus many Tetra Pak's are left to landfills or other repurposing programs such as Tetra Pak and Nestles own developmental partnership ‘the CAREton PROJECT – THINKING FORWARD’ – Establish in 2012. 
·  Leading to the conclusion that Tetra Pak’s and other ‘recyclable’ packaging may not be as ‘green’ as they were once perceived.
Research and result: 
 In order to understand the extent to which Tetra Pak packaging in truly recyclable, I undertook research on multiple platforms including Tetra Pak’s own website bracing the subject.
In Carmarthenshire Tetra Pak’s are stated to be recyclable “residents are able to recycle their cartons at home in the blue bag” Where can I recycle (Tetra Pak, 2019). However, in Anglesey and other parts of north wales it stated the cartons were only recyclable on specific sites – thus suggesting despite common belief not everything you believe to be recycled is; even if stated on the carton. Whether or not an item is recyclable is based upon location and your local recycling sites policy. Furthermore, the single parts of Tetra Pak (lid and carton) have different levels of recyclability.
Overall this suggests the extent of recyclability may not always depend on the item and materials used but the area in which you whish to recycle/dispose of said item. Many items although 100% recyclable still end up in landfill due to the increased cost and labour needed to accommodate to the level of waste being produce within the Anthropocene. 


Polyethylene


Polyethylene Terephthalate (PETE) 


Although commonly thorght to be 100% recyclable the rate of PET plastic recycled each year is around "20%" What do recycling symbols mean? (Leblanc, 2019) of what is actually used and produced, leaving  up to 80% of PET plastic to landfills.


Paperboard


Paperboard, commonly confused with  cardbord, is used as a form of packaging on both food and non food related items (cereal boxes).


Aluminum


Aluminum is actively used in the curation of soft drinks cans and tin foil; they are recycled once clean and used to create ingot. "each ingot contains about 1.6 million drinks cans" How is aluminum recycled (recycling-guide, 2003-19)


ingot is later heated and rolled in order to produce new packaging such as food wrapping.


commonly used in food packaging i.e three layers of polyethylene are used to produde the tetra pak  packaging.


"PET bottles can be recycled into new cointainers, paneling, carpert" What do recycling symbols mean? (Leblanc, 2019)


PET is a form of single use plastic


paperboard deters from cardboard as it is a single of material where as cardboard contains multiple sandwhiched layers - resulting in a stronger exterior


Although paperboard is recyclable soiled materials are not as "sorting and processing machinery can be damaged" How recycable is paperboard? (earth911, 2019); meaning any unrecyclable materials are placed in landfills.





paperboard it left is often made from recovered fibre for example newspapers; and is comonly recycled into items such as telephone books.


therefore aluminum has the ability to be in a constant cycle of reuse.
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