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According to Contest: The UK’s counter terrorism strategy (2023), terrorism can be defined as threats of violence against a person or property in order to influence governments or their organisations and to intimidate the public in the pursuit of religious, ideological, racial or political causes. (p7) In order to organise and conduct a large-scale operation such as terrorism, it is essential for that group to raise funds which, the essay purports is often obtained through criminal means. The purpose of this essay is to look at why terrorist organisations can often be involved in other forms of criminality and how this can inform counter terrorism policing. The essay will first give a brief overview of different terrorist organisations and the organisations that currently present a threat. The essay will then look at criminality linked to terrorist organisations, how they fund their operations and how this links to other forms of criminality. Lastly the essay will address how trends in crime in local communities can inform counter terrorism policing, issues that may arise and how local police forces can provide intelligence to counter terrorism police. 
There have been many high-profile terrorist incidents over the years in the United Kingdom such as the London 7/7 bombings, the London Bridge attack in 2017 and the Manchester Arena bomb attack in 2017. The aforementioned attacks were carried out by Islamist terrorists using vehicles as weapons and improvised explosive devices. However, although Islamist terrorism poses the most significant threat, there is also a threat related to terrorist groups such as Northern Ireland-related terrorism, extreme right-wing terrorism and left wing, anarchist and single-issue terrorism. (MI5, 2025) At present the current threat level of a terrorist attack in the United Kingdom is ‘substantial.’ (MI5, 2025) All of previously mentioned terrorist organisations have links to further criminality. Northern Ireland Terrorists have been found to have links to criminality such as the manufacturing and planting of IEDs, Murder, kidnapping, drug dealing, and bomb attacks. (Institute for Strategic Dialogue, 2025) Whilst there are no current left wing, anarchist and single-issue terrorist organisations currently in the United Kingdom, they have previously been linked to offences such as the use of weapons and bombs. (Protect, 2025) Finally, extreme right-wing terrorism has been linked to offences such as arson, use of vehicles as weapons, guns and knife attacks. (Protect UK, 2025)
[bookmark: _Hlk187260495]According to Mullins and Wither (2016) In order to facilitate and organise a terrorist organisation, then crimes will be committed, however, they suggest that most will be for the purpose of financial gain. In order to run a large scale operation, funding is necessary in the same way as it is to run a military operation or a business, however, it cannot be funded through legal means therefore leading to criminality. However, it has been suggested by Mullins and Wither (2016) that many terrorist organisations are ‘accused of being just as, if not more, concerned with making money than achieving their ideological goals.’ (p74) This suggests that the criminality linked to the financial gain is not purely motivated by operating towards the common goal of their ideology but are more similarly linked to serious and organised crime groups. 
Criminality linked to terrorist organisations can be present in offences such as; intellectual property crime, trafficking of drugs, humans and weapons which have been documented in a report by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2019) However, most notably ‘The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) described identity fraud as the ‘key catalyst fuelling many terrorism financing methods’ (Ryder, 2023, p4) Identity fraud gives terrorist organisations and individuals the ability to illegally enter countries, access finances by being able to access banking, apply for driving licences and gain employment under false identities. This in turn allows individuals to evade detection by intelligence services and move within a country illegally and undetected. (Ryder, 2023, p4)
According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2019) Many terrorist organisations have links with the illegal drug trade and the trade of illegal weapons, but most notably, the trade in firearms are of significant importance to terrorist organisations. (p23) However, it could be suggested that the criminality present for different motivating factors. For a terrorist organisation to be linked to the illegal drug trade, this would suggest would be for the purpose of financial gain, however, it could be argued that a terrorist organisation being linked to weapons and illegal firearms, this is not only for financial gain but to control, threaten and carry out their attacks. 
The way in which terrorist organisations operate evolve with time.  This idea is supported by Argentino, Davis et al (2023) who state that ‘most terrorist organisations, cells and individuals gradually embrace new technology, tactics, strategies and processes.’ (p3) Technology and finance is changing with the use of cryptocurrency, a decentralised monetary system. (Argentino, Davis et al (2023) p3) The use of a decentralised monetary system could be suggested that it could make financial crimes of terrorist organisations more difficult to detect for intelligence services. Ryder (2023) states that ‘fraud is the funding mechanism of choice for terrorism financiers; it is convenient, low key and frequently avoids detection.’ (p14) With the use of cryptocurrency to move funds, it would be difficult for intelligence services to control the movement of finances of terrorist organisations. It is apparent that intelligence services need to continually evolve to adopt the new technologies of terrorist organisations. 
According to ProtectUK (2025) who state that ‘from 2014 onwards nearly all Islamist terrorist attacks were planned and carried out by mostly British born S-ITs inspired by Daesh ideology.’ Therefore, this shows that issues of extremism and terrorist activity in the United Kingdom could be identified within local communities through local police forces identifying trends in crime and any local issues and providing that intelligence to counter terrorism policing. For counter terrorism policing, it would be of significant importance to have an understanding of any issues or concerns within a local community and in order to do that, it would be essential for counter terrorism police to have close links with police forces across the United Kingdom and also neighbourhood police teams. Neighbourhood police teams have an understanding of local issues and can directly feed intelligence into counter terrorism police. Therefore, this shows the importance of community knowledge and intelligence and the need of local neighbourhood police to work closely with local communities. Puttonen and Romiti, (2020) argue that ‘although [terrorist organisations] might use some of the tactics employed by organized criminal groups to finance their operations, the profit they make generally serves a different - and not necessarily material – goal.’  However, for the purpose of identifying crime it could be argued that community intelligence could identify terrorist groups operating in the United Kingdom in the same way as serious and organised crime groups are identified, through spikes in crime in local communities. 
[bookmark: _Hlk187252064][bookmark: _Hlk187338383]In Wales, there is a collaboration between forces with a partnership approach to investigating and sharing intelligence linked to terrorism and extremism across Wales. It has been highlighted in a report by the International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation (ICSR) (2025) it was reported that since 2016, there have been 43 individuals which were found to have committed terrorism offences as minors. In the same way as, young people are steered away from serious and organised crime in local communities, it is apparent that there needs to be a partnership approach to tackling radicalisation of young people at a local level within communities. Clarke and Newman (2007) suggest that there is a benefit to neighbourhood policing in the detection of terrorist organisations by gathering intelligence in local communities and having an awareness of the trends in crime data directly feeds into intelligence services. However, for this to be effective, neighbourhood policing must have a good relationship with local communities. This can pose difficulties in local neighbourhood policing particularly due to tensions between police and communities. According to Cherney and Hartley (2015) ‘one such tension is the fact that community engagement inevitably reinforces Muslims as objects of security.’ By working closely with local communities and being ‘more transparent in solving community problems’ should help to build trust and confidence and then in turn should develop a better relationship for local police meaning that it will be more likely for local communities to provide information relating to issues that can be then fed into intelligence services. (Thomas, 2016) It is apparent that community intelligence is key to identifying trends of radicalisation and extremism within local communities. Rogers and Gravelle (2009) state that ‘knowledge management is a key ingredient in tackling terrorism’ and by local police sharing intelligence with counter terrorism police has the effect of strengthening national security. Therefore, it is apparent that in order to tackle issues of radicalisation, extremism and terrorism in the United Kingdom, it is apparent that local police forces have to have good links with local communities and a good understanding of any local issues. In addition, engaging with young people early on may steer them away from being radicalised at a young age. 
Conclusion 
It is apparent that there are many similarities between serious organised crime groups and terrorist organisations. It was suggested within the essay that the only difference between crime groups was what the funds gathered through criminality was used for. It was apparent throughout the essay that having good relationships between police and local communities was key to feeding vital information to intelligence services leading to identifying trends in crime and tensions building within local communities which may lead to terrorist activity. In the same way that serious organised crime groups commit crime, terrorist organisations behave similarly in order to fund their operations. With criminality linked to not only violent crimes, trafficking of drugs, weapons and humans, but also financial crimes such as money laundering, fraud and more commonly, identity theft. Terrorist organisations have evolved with time in how they operate along with changes in technology and the way finances operate with the use of cryptocurrency, Fintech and Bitcoin. This presents difficulties for intelligence services in the detection of the movement of money by terrorist organisations. In answer to the essay question, why terrorist organisations are linked to other forms of criminality, it was found within the essay that in order to commit terrorist activity, crime will be committed. In order to enter the country undetected then often identity theft is commonly committed so that passport control is not alerted upon entry and in order to fund illegal activity, then a reliance on criminality through production of trafficking drugs, weapons and people is often committed. By local police forces and neighbourhood policing teams having good links with local communities, it is apparent that this gives counter terrorism police an idea of any issues that may be arising at a local level mitigating some risks of terrorism. 
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