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AIM(S)

The aim of this module is to provide the student with the skills to assess Sustainable Development (SD) and its application, and also the long-term benefits / costs to society, should it ever be achieved.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Analyse the impacts of development on the natural environment, including societal implications;

2. Review management and policy making issues with regard to the interaction of the natural and built environment and other relevant strategies, i.e. Ecological Modernisation

3. Research and critically evaluate current key trends with regard to sustainable development

4. Apply sustainable development concepts to real life scenarios.


INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Sustainable development - the concept:  The challenges attributed to defining such an ideal
· An introduction to present Social theory, including Ecological Modernisation, Green Capitalism, Green Consumerism, Environmental Economics and the Green Paradigm
· Governments, NGOs and other stakeholders, their interaction with policy and the setting of targets, their ability to achieve them and the overall effects on the human and natural environment, specifically including health, education, environmental justice and gender issues
· The management and strategies, including conservation, applied to natural resources, their use and distribution
· Challenges with, and policies and strategies designed to deal with, sustainable development across a range of study areas, for example:
· energy usage
· economy; green capitalism, ecological modernisation, ecological capitalism and green consumerism
· environmental and social justice
· biodiversity
· pollution
· population; health and education
· forestry practices
· agriculture and water shortage challenges
· local and central government


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

It is essential that considerable background reading is undertaken to effectively consolidate the lecture material and handouts.  The methods will vary according to the nature of the topic, but will be a combination selected from lectures, seminars, case studies, educational visits, assignments and private study.   
Formal PowerPoint lectures and the use of VLE (Moodle) will be the principal form of delivery for this module.

Allocations of teaching to deliver the module are:


	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	30

	Independent learning
	140
	70

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%





ASSESSMENT

The delivery for this module is centred mainly on student centred activity. Realistic projects are supplied and students are expected to visit proposed sites, arrange team responsibilities and contribute to meeting deadlines as outlined in assignment briefs. Timetabled progress dates are set when students will update the client’s team (module tutors) on progress. It is anticipated that during the project development the client is likely to add changes to the initial brief.


Assessment Component 1 – 50%

Critically assess a sustainable issue and highlight the interface between the environment and anthropogenic forces.  2,000 word / student group presentation consisting of individual written report as part of a group report and 8 min / student contribution to the presentation. (50%). 
Assessment Component 2 – 50%

This assessment will consist of a 2 hour examination offering students a choice of 2 questions from 3. (50%)

Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	50

	Coursework
	50

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%












EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)


	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	
Yes     √


	
	
No


	
The title of the module illustrates sustainability throughout. The module will indeed investigate all three pillars of sustainability; economic, social and environmental.
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