






University of Wales Trinity Saint David

BEng Motorsport Engineering year one

Reflective report

M4X02063

Oliver Turner
1805585

27/10/19







[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
	The aim of this report is to reflect upon my performance, commitment and success in the foundation year of the BEng Motorsport Engineering degree at Trinity Saint David university. I aim to be critical of my work in a constructive way in order to improve the way that I study/ work in the future of the course.

Notable piece 1 – Simple harmonic motion
	In March this year we had an important piece of science practical coursework to study the effects of simple harmonic motion. 
	In all honesty, I still do not understand the full brief of this coursework. The consensus was to derive a known figure for gravity using an experiment involving a pendulum of varying mass and string of various lengths, whilst proving that mass was negligible to the time of each swing.

Personal thoughts
	I had a lot on my mind when this coursework was set, and I was dealing with mental illness. In retrospect I should report these issues to the university in order to get help should they arise so dramatically again.  Part of this breakdown entailed me booking flights to the other side of the world on my own to get some personal space rather than focusing on my coursework. The plan was to do the coursework on the 15-hour flight (Travelling extremely light I still had all my university work with me). This would’ve been a perfect plan until I realised that the “free internet” on the flight unfortunately only lasted for 60 minutes per traveller, hardly enough to research and reference an entire paper.
	Once I arrived and settled in, I soon realised my plight and began to panic. In the end I found a computer that I could use with internet for an hour to roughly research the topic but as I had so little time, I did not think to take any references. I believe if I had done this, I may have just about scraped a pass on the paper.

Feedback
· The feedback for this report was very negative (and justifiably so). Firstly, the piece was missing a contents page. This means that it was unorganised and harder to navigate. 
· This goes hand in hand with the second comment, the numbering of content. This ties in with the contents page as it identifies all the different content so it can be found more easily.
· The text wasn’t justified, I shall do that to this piece of coursework now.
· There was no hypothesis. This means the theory behind the reasoning for conducting the experiment was lacking.
· There was no conclusive list of apparatus or images of the experiment. This means the experiment is not easily re-creatable.
· Spreadsheet should not have been in the results.
· Units were missing from the table and graphs.
· Tables were not labelled correctly (also related to contents page) or cited.
· Graph contained unnecessary equations.
· Units missing from axes.
· Units missing from Columns.
· Citations missing.
· Explanation of the experiment utilising the heavier pendulum was neglected.
· Conclusion was pointless.
· Errors in the data were entirely neglected.
· Images missing (would’ve helped back up data)
· Bibliography and references missing.

Conclusion
	This coursework was written about a topic that I did not understand. I’m not saying this as an excuse but as a personal reminder not to leave things to the last minute and work on them over time after doing research into understanding the topic at hand.
	I am rather ashamed of this piece (especially as without it I wouldn’t have failed a single piece of coursework last year). In all honesty not only is it without a doubt, certainly the worst piece of coursework I submitted last year, it is likely the worst piece of coursework that I have ever submitted. 
	The main thing I need to focus on going forward on this coursework is to put some sort of time keeping provisions in place for future pieces of coursework. The first of these provisions shall be reminders in my room of when all pieces of work are due to be submitted as to make it much harder not to see deadlines looming. Secondly, each piece of coursework that I receive should have a time scale allocated to it. For insurance dividing the weeks available to do a piece into different portions such as revision of the subject, finding and logging references, taking notes to paraphrase and assembling the final piece from the different sections with time to spare before the deadline.





Notable piece 2 – Posters – Past

Feedback
· Good number of sources
· First sentence is cited but would’ve been better paraphrased also.
· Poster is messy, arrows don’t help with this. Layout is lacking.
· Language was not entirely professional.
· Gaps between some statements, not between others.
· F1 Aero poster would be good if it was in fact large enough to read.
· Three heading are not emboldened or underlined causing them to blend in with the rest of the text.
· Capital letter missing.

Thoughts and conclusion
	Having read the feedback report, I agree that the layout is not very decisive, and the arrows would be more at home on a GCSE poster. Once again, this piece of work had been left to the last minute and once all of the text had been written, it ended up very messy as I rushed to fit it all onto the page and start on the future poster as to get them both submitted by the deadline.
	Small little things can make a big difference such as missing one capitol letter, this is inexcusable entirely in a degree level piece of work. The same goes for not identifying subtitles. Unfortunately, this is what happens when I rush work. This time, the issue was exacerbated by the fact that this was a two-part piece of coursework. This one was rushed even more so than the other as I knew that I had another one to do straight afterwards.
	More care needs to be taken with the layout of posters especially as that is the first thing that anyone will see/ take notice of. In the real world, I’m sure that if someone saw a poster that was messy/ images not lined up/ text unevenly spaced then they would not bother to read it, much less pay any attention to any information that the author was trying to get across. Also, a lot of space was wasted on the right-hand side of the poster that could’ve been much better utilised on the left to rectify many of the problems that have been pointed out.






Notable piece 2 – Posters - Future

Feedback
· Sources may not be of the best quality.
· Better appearance than the previous poster.
· Subtitles not emboldened as those before them (inconsistent).
· Some areas lack technical information.
· Statements are made but not explained.
· Influence on road cars section fulfils the analysis.
· Brake regeneration statement not explained.
· Incorrect use of “e.g”
· First hybrid Le Mans winner not named.

Thoughts and conclusion
As was explained with the previous poster and the practical coursework, time keeping was a major issue for me. As for specifics to this poster, I feel like the layout was much more suiting to a technical poster and much more appealing to the eye. In general, although there were still mistakes, I believe this poster to be a much better example of how my work would normally look. One thing I wish I would have seriously improved on here was technical explanations of the hybrid systems as I feel these were found wanting.

Overview
	During the foundation year, I discovered that any work that I found an interest in was completed well within deadlines and to an exceptional standard. For instance, Solidworks and Matlab. I believe this to be down to how practical they are. Because of this, I find them very intuitive to use. Any work that is purely academic is where I struggle with determination as I find myself making excuses to put the work off.
	As stated previously, I need to start planning out my work when I get it and keeping much better track of when pieces of work are due to be handed in. This means setting time scales for what parts of each piece of work needs to be done by what date. I believe if I can break each piece of work down into different sections and allocate time scales for each one then the overall standard of my work should improve dramatically. 
	Unfortunately, in the first couple of months of this term my mental health has taken a turn (not helped by physical illness) which has seriously affected my motivation. While I am now beginning to recover, I feel it has caused me to fall behind. My current priority is to get this in check and catch up with anything that I have fallen behind on before I end up in over my head as I did last year.
