The following descriptive words help to articulate your viewpoint on photography. It helps to avoid unsubstantiated, subjective opinions. Describing images focuses your thinking on how the image has been made and how it works. Consider following this with because… encouraging you to explain why you think this.
Emotional Impact
1. Poignant – Evokes a strong sense of emotion, often nostalgia or sadness.
2. Haunting – Stays with the viewer, often due to its mysterious or unsettling quality.
3. Intimate – Creates a sense of closeness or personal connection.
4. Resonant – Feels deeply meaningful or relatable to the viewer.
5. Raw – Appears unfiltered or honest, often emotionally intense.
6. Melancholic – Expresses a gentle sadness or sorrow.
7. Tender – Softly emotional, often gentle or affectionate in tone.
8. Sombre – Serious or solemn, sometimes with a sense of gravity or loss.

Visual Impact
1. Powerful – Conveys intense meaning or evokes a strong response.
2. Captivating – Draws the viewer’s attention and holds it.
3. Dynamic – Full of movement, energy, or lively contrasts.
4. Striking – Stands out immediately due to strong contrast or bold elements.
5. Majestic – Commands respect or awe, often due to scale or grandeur.
6. Stark – Minimalist or bare, often creating a bold impression.
7. Vibrant – Full of bright, intense colours or energy.
8. Radiant – Glows or shines, often suggesting beauty or purity.

Intellectual Engagement
1. Evocative – Brings vivid memories, feelings, or ideas to mind.
2. Intriguing – Sparks curiosity or invites further thought.
3. Thought-provoking – Encourages deeper reflection or questioning.
4. Symbolic – Holds deeper meaning, representing ideas or concepts.
5. Subtle – Uses soft cues or understated elements to convey meaning.
6. Ambiguous – Open to multiple interpretations, encouraging varied perspectives.
7. Paradoxical – Contains contrasting or seemingly contradictory elements, prompting analysis.
8. Complex – Rich in layers or meaning, often requiring deeper engagement to understand fully.

Atmosphere and Mood
1. Impactful – Leaves a lasting impression due to its strength or clarity.
2. Atmospheric – Evokes a particular mood or ambiance strongly.
3. Visceral – Elicits a gut reaction, often physical or immediate.
4. Tense – Conveys a feeling of tension or suspense.
5. Eerie – Unsettling or mysterious, with a sense of the uncanny.
6. Serene – Calm, peaceful, or soothing in effect.
7. Mystical – Suggests the supernatural or an otherworldly presence.
8. Foreboding – Implies a sense of something ominous or threatening.

