2018-19 semester 1 (Block 3)
Medieval Prose in Wales
Lecturer: Prof. Jane Cartwright

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE QUESTIONS FOR LEVEL 5 ARE DIFFERENT FROM LEVEL 6 AND THAT YOU MUST CHOOSE A QUESTION FROM THE SECTION THAT IS APPROPRIATE FOR YOR LEVEL.

HPHI5015 LEVEL 5 
Assessment Component 1 – 20%

Oral presentation 
The presentation should last for 20 minutes and be accompanied by a Powerpoint programme and/or hardcopy handout.

Select a character from The Mabinogion and analyse the role played by this character in the tale(s). In your presentation you should consider the techniques of characterisation employed by the medieval author; dialogue, monologue, physical description, use of linguistic formulae, oral tradition and stylistic features; how the character interacts with other characters, their centrality to the plot, purpose and motivations, as well as their wider literary context.

Date for oral presentations: Monday 19 December 2018

HPHI5015 LEVEL 5 
Assessment Component 2 – 80%

Write an essay of approximately 4,000 words on ONE of the following topics:

1. Do you agree with Breeze that Gwenllian ferch Gruffudd ap Cynan ‘wrote’ the Four Branches of the Mabinogi?

2. Discuss the portrayal of King Arthur in a selection of medieval texts relating to Wales and consider how this figure develops over time. 

3. Compare and contrast Rhygyfarch’s Life of St David with Prior Robert of Shrewsbury’s Life of St Winefride.


Final submission date for essays: 18 December 2018



2018-19 semester 1 (Block 3)
Medieval Prose in Wales
Lecturer: Prof. Jane Cartwright

HPHI6015 LEVEL 6 
Assessment Component 1 – 20%

Oral presentation 
The presentation should last for 20 minutes and be accompanied by a Powerpoint programme and/or hardcopy handout.

Select a character from The Mabinogion and critically analyse the role played by this character in the tale(s). In your presentation you should consider the techniques of characterisation employed by the medieval author; dialogue, monologue, physical description, use of linguistic formulae, oral tradition and stylistic features; how the character interacts with other characters, their centrality to the plot, purpose and motivations, as well as their wider literary context.

Date for oral presentations: Monday 19 December 2018


1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Critically analyse some of the main hypotheses that have been proposed regarding the authorship of the Four Branches of the Mabinogi. 

2. Outline the critical debate which has surrounded the historicity of Arthur. Do you agree that it is the lack of key biographical details relating to Arthur that has made him so amenable to a wide variety of literary contexts?

3. Analyse the similarities and differences between Rhygyfarch’s Life of St David and Prior Robert of Shrewsbury’s Life of St Winefride. In your answer you should pay attention to the biographical patterning of the saint, his/her miracles and attributes, as well as the extent to which the authors of both texts were politically motivated to produce these hagiographical texts.


Final submission date for essays: 18 December 2018




