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What should we do?
Based on your understanding of the presentation, and your reading from the recommended list, what do you think Wales should do? Select what you think are five important “factors” that you think represent the impacts Wales has on the well-being of the rest of the world. Discuss what you think we do now and what we should do in the future to have better overall well-being outcomes for Wales and the world. Remember to link your discussion in with information from the lecture and from your recommended reading list!
	Factor
	What do we do now?
	What should we do?

	Education
Information 
	We are already reducing our carbon footprint within the education system as we can learn through online systems, e.g. Moodle. Learning from home also has the benefit of not using a car to get to class, thus reducing co2 emissions and fuel consumption.
Information is mainly copyrighted or patented. This restricts the flow of information and knowledge.
	Promote more online learning where miles do not count, reaching communities globally.
Common ownership of information promotes the transfer and access of knowledge, (Kubiszewski, et al 2010). 
Information would be better served as global public goods.


	Economy
	At present our economic system is run on a linear system which is based on make, use and dispose. This is not sustainable and not beneficial to communities or the planet. 
Wales promotes sustainability, but more is still needed
	A circular economy would be more productive as it can reduce the environmental impact on production and consumption. This would also reduce waste.


	Environment
	Wales is already adopting greener methods and policies. For example: greener energy, and local council schemes promoting more efficient heating systems and loft insulation for homes and businesses.
	Fines and taxes on people and companies that fall short of standards that protect the environment, could potentially deter unnecessary damage to the planet.
A complete ban on plastic, sounds dramatic, but if Delhi in India can do this, surely Wales, UK, the world can too. 

	Rural communities
	Unfortunately, in rural Wales, the closure of many local amenities such as schools, banks, shops and recycling centres continue and is having a devastating effect on rural communities. With the closure of so many village schools, families are less likely to relocate or stay in the area. This has a negative impact on the surrounding villages and towns.
	Where Llandovery and the surrounding villages are concerned, I fear that the damage has been done and how this can be corrected needs much more investigation.
This is a harsh lesson learnt at the expense of small rural communities, that only the rest of the world could learn from and not make the same mistakes.

	International collaboration 
	The Wales for Africa programme promotes international collaboration.  
	A shift from competitive to collaboration has a more positive impact globally as we are all in this together. 
Supporting communities around the world improves relations and impacts positively at home and abroad. This encourages diversity and inclusion.
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