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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: 

The role of a Police Constable in the UK is one that carries the need for critical thinking in stressful, fast paced moments where an officer’s decision making can mean the difference between life and death for not only the public they serve, but also for themselves and their colleagues. As a standard in my Police force, Police officers routinely patrol and answer emergency calls as a single unit. In this dissertation I will conduct research and consider whether police constables in the UK should be routinely double crewed. I will consider officer safety, critical thinking and efficiency when researching this topic.   

 
There has been some research into the effectiveness of double crewed units in comparison to single crewed officers which I have discovered in my initial research of the topic, however the vast majority of the research I have found tends to focus on the ability of the officer(s) to manage conflict and focuses on violence and injuries, rather than the effectiveness of double crewing, comparing  considerations around decision making processes and the value of having two persons working together to utilise the national decision making process and how effective or how detrimental having two conflicting, or supporting opinions can be to the service provided by police services in the UK. 


By completing this research, I hope to identify areas to support or contradict the argument for double crewing within the police to support police forces decision making process when deciding how best to allocate units to incidents going forward. I believe this research will contribute a great deal to considerations for force policies going forward while filling in the gap of research currently present in this topic of discussion.

 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

· To identify key advantages or drawbacks of officers being double or single crewed 
· To establish the perception of the public when being dealt with by either one or two officers during their interactions.
· To gain insight into the decision-making processes and how it may be affected by the addition of a second officer if double crewed rather than single crewed and the confidence of the officer(s) to make decisions when attending incidents




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are some bodies of research I have been able to locate that explore the benefits of double crewing officers whilst conducting their roles, however there isn’t enough research available in comparison with other research topics. My aim is to increase the research available to be able to produce a body of work which may help to gain a better insight into the benefits of double crewing at all times.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I am going to utilise several research methods when completing my dissertation, these include online research – The internet contains easy access to published articles, previous research by other academic students, professional reports, and insights. 

Library – previous publications and books can also provide excellent materials to bolster my understanding of the topic to better understand what research has been done previously, what gaps are present in the current research available and where best to concentrate my efforts.

Questionnaires – Asking serving police constables, and perhaps victims of repeat crimes who may have been in contact with both single and double crewed police officers can provide real insight into how they were treated, and how they handled situations and how being single or double crewed effected the outcomes of the incidents. This will give my research a real first-hand account of original thoughts and not previously explored areas of research.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be mainly looking to speak to serving officers in relation to their experiences attending calls while being double crewed as well as single crewed, I will be talking to officers from the neighbouring South Wales Police force also as they are more frequently double crewed to see the differences, they’ve experienced compared to that of Gwent Police officers who are more routinely double-crewed. I will also ask service users regarding their experiences with police officers and how being double crewed may have allowed them to receive a better service overall from the police.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
When considering ethical issues in conducting this research, I anticipate there may be some issues when dealing with one of the target audiences for my questionnaires. I intend on asking questions to victims of crime / persons who have had an interaction with the police to find out if they were dealt with by one, or two constables during their initial interaction when reporting an incident, and whether they felt that having one or two constables had a direct impact on how their report was handled, and whether or not they believe things would have been dealt with differently had less or more officers been involved initially. 

I am anticipating that this group of participants may be less likely to participate in the research itself and should they do so feel that the questions may be triggering.

 

	TIME SCALE:

I anticipate this research project will last for around six months.
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