Eighteenth Century Versions of the SelfPRIVATE 

Mind as 'tabula rasa':

'Let us then suppose the Mind to be, as we say, white Paper void of Characters ... Whence has it all the materials of Reason and Knowledge? To this I answer in one word, From Experience: In that all our Knowledge is Founded; and from that it ultimately derives it self.'

(John Locke Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690) ii 2)
The self:

'Socrates waking and sleeping is not the same Person ... Self is that conscious thinking thing (whatever Substance, made up of whether Spiritual or Material, Simple or Compounded, it matters not) which is sensible, or conscious of Pleasure and Pain, capable of Happiness or Misery, and so concerned for it self as far as that consciousness extends.'(ibid ii 27)

'Let us fix our attention out of ourselves as much as possible ... we never really advance a step beyond ourselves ... When I am convinc'd of any principle 'tis only an idea, which strikes more strongly upon me ... Objects have no discoverable connexion together; nor is it from any principle but custom operating upon the imagination, that we can draw any inference from the appearance of one to the existence of another ...'

(David Hume A Treatise on Human Nature (1740) i 2, iii 7)

Fluid Society:

'It is a Branch of Liberty claimed by the People to be as wicked and as profligate as their Superiors. Thus while the Nobleman will emulate the grandeur of a Prince; and the gentleman will aspire to the proper State of the nobleman ; and the Tradesman steps from behind his Counter into the vacant Place of the Gentleman. Nor doth the Confusion stop there: It reaches the very Dregs of the People ...'

(Henry Fielding A Inquiry into the Indolence of Robbers 1751

--- see also Joseph Andrews)

Capitalism:

'it is requisite to govern men by other passions and animate them with a spirit of avarice and industry, art and luxury'

(David Hume Essay, Moral and Political 1742)     

'The natural effort of every individual to better his own condition ... is so powerful a principle, that it is alone, ... capable of carrying a society to wealth and prosperity'

(Adam Smith The Wealth of Nations ii 1776)

'A Highwayman having met with considerable Booty, gives a poor common Harlot he fancies Ten Pounds to new-rig her from Top to Toe ... the Stay and Mantua-maker, the Sempstresses, the Linen-Draper all must get something by her, and a hundred different Tradesmen dependent on those she laid her Money out with, may touch Part of it before a month is at an end.'

(Bernard Mandeville The Fable of the Bees i 1723)

