With reference to census data, suggest possible reasons for the decline in the number of people identifying themselves as ‘Christian’ and the increasing visibility of ‘alternative’ religions and spiritualities.
Within the following essay particular attention shall be paid to the reasons why Christianity has declined, explicitly within Great Britain and how this has consequently made ground for new alternative religions and spiritualities to flourish. When refereeing to alternative religions and spiritualities one would say these religions are those which are not traditionally Western religions such as Christianity, Judaism and Islam. Throughout this essay attention shall be paid to how factors that affect the decline in interest in Christianity have made a clear path for changes to grow. To emphasise these claims census data will be used as evidence to back up any allegations made to prove the decline in interest in Christianity has made way for alternatives to flourish. 
The number of people identifying with the religion Christianity is in decline. ‘In Britain, for example, church attendance has declined from 19 per cent in 1903…to an estimated 8 per cent in 2000[footnoteRef:1]’. The pattern of deterioration can be associated to the fact that Christianity no longer holds such a prominent position within society[footnoteRef:2]. The role of the Church within the community is waning, in 2001 in England and Wales 71.75%[footnoteRef:3] of the population identified themselves as Christian which in comparison to the 2011 census only 59.2%[footnoteRef:4] of the populace acknowledged themselves as Christian. The comparison amid these two percentages shows a 12.55% deterioration in people recognising themselves as Christian. Christianity’s decline demonstrates that religion is now an act of choice rather than an obligation which people feel compelled to endure. Data from Sunday school attendance strengthens the claim of choice, in the year 1990 50% of Britain’s children were participants of Sunday School[footnoteRef:5] whereas in 2003 this figure fell to just 4%, this shows a severe decline. The corrosion in Sunday school attendance shows the decrease in importance of Christianity within an individual’s life. Individuals no longer commit their Sundays to church as their eyes have been opened to evidence which no longer supports traditional beliefs. Traditional Christian views formerly controlled the way people lived their lives and the way society was run. Nevertheless, the reduction in the number of clergy present shows this power of control is in decline, in 1900 there were about 45 400 clergy in the UK and in 2000 there were 34 160[footnoteRef:6]. Fresh philosophies and the reduction in Sunday school presence links to the rise in adult baptism, meanwhile children are growing up not being born into religion ‘fewer than 10% of babies will be baptized[footnoteRef:7]’. This means that adults are exploring thoughts for themselves and then choosing for their children to make their own decisions and not making their children be baptized until they can make this decision for themselves. The evidence that has been discussed above therefore shows that the overall populace of Wales and England has an inclusive decline in interest in Christianity. In my opinion I believe that there is clear evidence for the decay in awareness in Christianity due to the fact that Christianity is no longer a stable foundation of authority.  [1:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.4]  [2:  Lewis, Sarah, Lecture series, Sects, self and society :alternative spiritualities in the West, Powerpoint slide 12]  [3:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/uk/03/census_2001/html/religion.stm viewed 23/12/2017]  [4:  http://www.ukcensusdata.com/england-and-wales-k04000001#sthash.v4bxYlzd.dpbs viewed 23/12/2017]  [5:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.55]  [6:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.55]  [7:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.61] 

The dissolution in people labelling themselves as Christians contests the status quo which can be seen in the diminishing link amongst imperative religious people being involved within politics ‘government ministries are having to apply religion to a whole new range of areas[footnoteRef:8].’ ‘Declining social, political and economic role of religion in European societies[footnoteRef:9]’ makes way for new alternative notions which people in positions of authority must recognize so they can appreciate they can no longer just concentration their devotion onto only a few religions; There are over 12 recognised religions in the UK now[footnoteRef:10]. The weakening interest in Christianity consequently means there is a gap in the market for new ideas to come to fruition and for people to find alternative to focus their attention to. The corrosion in individuals identifying with Christianity and the growth in curiosity into alternative religions can said to be linked. In 2001 in England and Wales 0.29%[footnoteRef:11] of the population identified themselves below the title of other religion which in comparison to the 2011 percentage of 0.42%[footnoteRef:12] shows an upsurge in people affiliating themselves with alternative religions. The correlation between the two can stem originally from the British colonisation into countries as far afiel as India ‘closely associated with global capitalism, the contemporary world is characterized by the dual processes of localization and globalization[footnoteRef:13]’. India is predominantly a Hindu country which thus gives fresh concepts to the people acting as a link between the two countries. The introduction of alternative ideas is also highly influences by the rise in emigration to Great Britain from those in Eastern Countries in 2001 there were 1.06% of Hindu’s in England and Wales[footnoteRef:14] whereas in 2011 there were 1.52% of Hindu’s in the England and Wales[footnoteRef:15] , showing that people understand how things are done differently in different cultures so shows an influence from other cultures. Knowledge from one place to another shows that Europe is very different from the rest of the world regarding religious beliefs ‘‘believing without belonging’ to describe how many European people see religion[footnoteRef:16].  This factor reflects the growing importance of other-faith populations now present in many parts of Britain, brought about by immigration[footnoteRef:17]’. Although Hinduism is not traditionally regarded as an alternative religion under the same heading as Paganism or Satanism the statistical rise in Hinduism still shows that Great Britain as a traditionally Christian country is exploring alternatives and the decline in Christianity is prominent. With people moving from the East to the Western world this brings new ideas for people to engage with which can be seen as many alternative spiritualities have eastern connotations. ‘In the West most of the older traditions continued their decline; in the Global South, or Third World, they prospered[footnoteRef:18]’ a complete cultural shock which people who are us to the traditional ways are willing to explore.  Observing alternative religions there are 39061[footnoteRef:19] people who according to census data affiliate themselves to being spiritualists which is a huge quantity of people, so this means that people are exploring new ideas and spreading them. Subsequently, more people see what they are doing as a legitimate alternative to Christianity which influences their rise, ‘Cameron and Taylor focus attention not so much on decline as on transformation[footnoteRef:20]’. In my opinion I believe that there is clear evidence for the decline in Christianity and that this had made way for alternative or spiritual religions as these religions fit in more with the modern everyday life. [8:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.126]  [9:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.4]  [10:  https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/articles/religioninenglandandwales2011/2012-12-11]  [11:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/uk/03/census_2001/html/religion.stm viewed 27/12/2017]  [12:  www.ukcensusdata.com/england-and-wales-k04000001#sthash.mR8AvXGa.dpbs viewed 27/12/2017]  [13:  Flood, Gavin, Beyond Phenomenology, Rethinking the Study of Religion, Cassell, London and New York, 1999, p52]  [14:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/uk/03/census_2001/html/religion.stm viewed 24/12/2017]  [15:  www.ukcensusdata.com/england-e92000001#sthash.xUnEhl67.dpbs viewed 24/12/2017]  [16:  Morris, Jeremy, The Church in the Modern Age, The I.B.Tauris History of the Christian Church, London, 2007, p114 ]  [17:  Davie, Grace, Religion in Britain, A Persistent Paradox, Second Edition, Wiley Blackwell publications, Oxford, 2015, p 9]  [18:  Morris, Jeremy, The Church in the Modern Age, The I.B.Tauris History of the Christian Church, London, 2007, p171]  [19:  http://www.ukcensusdata.com/england-and-wales-k04000001#sthash.mR8AvXGa.dpbs viewed 27/12/2017]  [20:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.6] 

 Another reason why Christianity is in decline can be connected to the new persuasive evidence coming to fruition in favour of secularization. The fall in Christianity is directly allied to the modern secularization theory which is that ‘tensions, conflicts and patterns of differentiation between religious and worldly regimes[footnoteRef:21]’. People look at alternatives to avoid these tensions which can result in them vacating the tricky situation altogether. ‘Comte, Durkheim, Marx and Weber all developed some form of secularization theory, arguing that there was a casual link between modernization and the decline of the traditional religion[footnoteRef:22]’. The work of the highly regarded and particularly controversial work of Richard Dawkins[footnoteRef:23]  and the late Christopher Hitchens ‘religion should not simply be tolerated but should be countered, criticized and exposed by rational argument[footnoteRef:24]’ which can be seen as the fuse which lit the eruption for the significant visibility in the decline in Christianity. Dawkins and his followers back new evidence which does not support traditional beliefs. The work of Dawkins arose at just the correct time for the reason that the Christian Church in the 1960’s and 1970’s was focused on the influences of Pope Pius VI about contraception[footnoteRef:25], a traditionally conservative Christian doctrine. People began to question their faith especially after the ‘swinging’ sixties and people’s lives had been opened to more adventurous activities which could be said to be at the other end of the spectrum in comparison to the contraception doctrines. New evidence was predominantly appealing after the 1970’s and 1980’s when people began to participate in new ideas. ‘Alternative groups seem to be attracting an ageing cohort of people who grew up in the sixties[footnoteRef:26]’ as said by Paul Heelas. Once women had improved privileges and where no longer just constrained to the home as this went against traditional Christian beliefs of women being home makers. Furthermore this open ups the canvas to new ideas and formerly reduced the engagement in traditional Christianity. ‘Changing gender roles were central to these debates, notably the increasing tendency for women to participate in the workforce for the greater part of their adult lives and to adapt their domestic responsibilities accordingly[footnoteRef:27]’. Alternative spiritualities do not require designated sacred spaces but rather concentrate themselves to what suits the individual and what fits in better with modern day life ‘large sections of current ‘religion’ lies outside the churches altogether[footnoteRef:28]’ as it means that busy individuals can fit their beliefs in around their jobs rather than being restricted to a certain thought process. Alternative spiritualties do not demand as much public devotion as traditional Christianity does, as spiritualist religions are about from what is within a person not about church going ‘Same time is becoming increasingly secular and increasingly diverse with regard to its religious profile[footnoteRef:29]’. To conclude the arrival of new evidence gives people other things to ponder in my opinion the work of Dawkins was at a significant time after the 1970’s when people began to explore new ideas this shows a ‘causal link between modernization and the decline of traditional religion[footnoteRef:30]’.  [21:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.23]  [22:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.4]  [23:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/19177976 viewed 23/12/2017]  [24:  Davie, Grace, Religion in Britain, A Persistent Paradox, Second Edition, Wiley Blackwell publications, Oxford, 2015, p.11]  [25:  Morris, Jeremy, The Church in the Modern Age, The I.B.Tauris History of the Christian Church, London, 2007, p96]  [26:  https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2001/jun/18/religion.world viewed 27/12/2017]  [27:  Davie, Grace, Religion in Britain, A Persistent Paradox, Second Edition, Wiley Blackwell publications, Oxford, 2015, p27]  [28:  Davie, Grace, Religion in Britain, A Persistent Paradox, Second Edition, Wiley Blackwell publications, Oxford, 2015, p.8]  [29:  Davie, Grace, Religion in Britain, A Persistent Paradox, Second Edition, Wiley Blackwell publications, Oxford, 2015, pxii]  [30:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.24] 

The devolution in people’s awareness of Christianity can be linked to the end of the Age of Pisces and the exploit into the new Age of Aquarius. The Age of Pisces was based upon a male God and saviour which displays durable influences to the traditional Christian faith and its beliefs. The termination of the Age of Pisces demonstrates that traditional Christian beliefs no longer hold the authority over people as they use to. The decline in Christianity makes way for new ideas which are brought forward into the Age of Aquarius[footnoteRef:31]. The Age of Aquarius states we should embrace alternative notions[footnoteRef:32] and that the spiritual teachings come from within hence links closely with the alternative and spiritualities which are seen to be filling in the gaps where Christianity use to be prominent. With the Age of Aquarius people are looking for different things to engage with and down to their inquisition they are naturally more embracing of alternatives thus the visibility of alternative spiritualities is more apparent. The increased visibility of alternative spiritualities is improved more by the evolution of social media in spreading ideas. The influence of social media allows new religions to be spread to a wider audience through people sharing their beliefs in alternatives ‘transformation of religion through cyberspace, in paganism, in the New Age, in self-religions[footnoteRef:33]’. The growth in spiritualities can be seen to bridge the gap between religion and secularization, although there is a clear decrease in the interest in Christianity quite a few people still need something in their lives, this is where spirituality or alternative religions come in to play ‘we have the romantic, affective perspective in which the individual self-apprehends- and longs for- the infinite[footnoteRef:34]’. This is reinforced by the fact that ‘spirituality-perceived to be less dogmatic, more tolerant and flexible and better suited to the pursuit of personal inner quests[footnoteRef:35]’ subsequently more in tune with Age of Aquarius. Alternatives help modify people’s religious affiliation because they give a revaluated view on society. The western world is structurally more developed but also spiritually more developed than anywhere else ‘process of transformation of Western Christendom and might not be directly applicable to other world religions with very different modes of structuration of the sacred and profane realms[footnoteRef:36]’. ‘We jump too quickly from records of church decline to assumptions about disappearance of religion in modern society[footnoteRef:37]’ traditional religion in modern society in the UK is in decline, but this is not to say that religion overall is in decline as alternatives are jumping in the grave of traditional Christianity. To conclude we can see that the evolution of new ideas has opened people’s lives to alternatives. In my opinion I believe that modern ideas help entice people to change their views and explore alternatives.  [31:  http://earthsky.org/human-world/when-will-the-age-of-aquarius-begin viewed 27/12/2017]  [32:  www.2012-spiritual-growth-prophecies.com/age-of-aquarius.html viewed 23/12/2017]  [33:  Flood, Gavin, Beyond Phenomenology, Rethinking the Study of Religion, Cassell, London and New York, 1999, p52]  [34:  Flood, Gavin, Beyond Phenomenology, Rethinking the Study of Religion, Cassell, London and New York, 1999, p 104]  [35:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.2]  [36:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.23]  [37:  Morris, Jeremy, The Church in the Modern Age, The I.B.Tauris History of the Christian Church, London, 2007, p114] 

To conclude, it is clear there is strong decline in Christianity within British culture there is statistical evidence that supports these claims. Statistically this ‘allows for an average decline of 1 per cent every five years[footnoteRef:38]’ of Christianity in Great Britain. ‘Christianity in Britian will have largely disappeared…in 2031, if it has not merged with the Church of England, British Methodism will die and other denominations will be close behind[footnoteRef:39]’. The general decline means a gap arises which alternative can fill in this gap and allow people to explore alternatives.  [38:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.93]  [39:  Davie, Grace, Heelas, Paul, Linda Woodhead, Predicting Religion, Christian, secular and alternative futures, Ashgate Publishing Company, Hampshire, 2003 p.4] 
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