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Essay: Critical Review of Three Source Documents – Comparing and contrasting the treatment of the planet Saturn.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
The aim of this essay is to critically review three source documents by comparing and contrasting the treatment of the planet Saturn within each. The first is an ancient source by Claudius Ptolemy (c. 100-178 CE), The Tetrabiblos, edited and translated by Frank Egleston Robbins (Cambridge: Harvard University press, 1998), a professor of Greek at the University of Michigan, who retired in 1954 following a lengthy academic career.[footnoteRef:1] Ptolemy was a Greco-Roman astronomer, geographer and mathematician in the second century CE, who ‘codified the Greek geocentric view of the universe’, and the Tetrabiblos represents his perspective on astrology.[footnoteRef:2]  Second is a modern source by Stephen Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation (Sebastopol: CRCS Publications, 1992, [1978]), written for readers, students, teachers and practitioners of astrology with a specific interest in a psychological or humanistic approach to astrology.[footnoteRef:3] An MA degree in Psychology, Arroyo is a licensed Marriage and Family Counsellor, teacher and lecturer of person-centred astrology, and has been recognized by the astrological community for his contributions in the field.[footnoteRef:4] The final source is Brian Clark’s, The Family Legacy (Stanley: Astro*Synthesis, 2016), written for practicing astrologers and students of astrology interested in family dynamics and archetypal insight through use of the horoscope.[footnoteRef:5]  Clark holds an MA and BA (Hons) in Classics and Archaeology, has taught astrology for forty years and lectures worldwide, and has been recognized for his contributions by the astrological community.[footnoteRef:6]  Arroyo and Clark are contemporaries, each with a focus in psychological or archetypal astrology, and human development. All three source documents consider the planet Saturn from a different perspective which will be examined in this paper through the themes of: relationship dynamics; social experience and society; and, cycles and phases. [1:  University of Michigan, Proceedings of the Board of Regents, October 1954, https://books.google.com/books?id=sDYXAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA199&lpg=PA199&dq=F.E.+Robbins+Professor+of+Greek&source=bl&ots=oWESXbWP9Z&sig=jshekjdcAD3KUVobI9Twoi8d6gU&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwix86K-1KvbAhUBo4MKHbVQB70Q6AEINTAD#v=onepage&q=F.E.%20Robbins%20Professor%20of%20Greek&f=false [accessed 29 May 2018] p. 199.]  [2:  Ptolemy Project website, Berkley University https://ptolemy.berkeley.edu/people/ptolemy.htm [accessed 29 May 2018]]  [3:  Stephen Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, Preface (Sebastopol: CRCS Publications, 1992 [1978]) [hereafter Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation]]  [4:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, Back Cover]  [5:  Brian Clark, The Family Legacy, Preface (Stanley: Astro*Synthesis, 2016) [hereafter Clark, Family Legacy]]  [6:  Astro*Synthesis, http://www.astrosynthesis.com.au/about-astrologer-brian-clark/ [accessed 10 May 2018]] 

Relationship Dynamics
The astrological significance of Saturn within the scope of human relationship dynamics is evident within each of the source documents. Three different perspectives are represented, beginning with the Tetrabiblos, wherein Ptolemy establishes a foundation by outlining ‘the theory of universal events’ in Book I and Book II, which he then applies more specifically in Book III.[footnoteRef:7] Here, Ptolemy considers the idea of temperament and the relationship to genethlialogical science (human nativities).[footnoteRef:8] Identifying Saturn as one of the signifiers of ‘the person of the father’ (the Sun is the other), he outlines its condition when in aspect to other planets, or angles, to describe the affairs of the parents.[footnoteRef:9] For example, a ‘prediction of conspicuous happiness […] proper and fitting for each parent’ may be interpreted through a favourable aspects between well-positioned Saturn and Venus.[footnoteRef:10] He also considers the relative qualities of Saturn within the nativity to predict the general quality of the father’s life and the nature of other situations within the family, including children and siblings.[footnoteRef:11] In The Family Legacy, Clark makes reference to Ptolemy as he outlines basic natal chart characteristics quoting: ‘the sun and Saturn are by nature associated with the person of the father’, therefore implying continuity in Saturn’s astrological relevance to family relationships since ancient times.[footnoteRef:12] Clark considers the combined principles of family therapy and astrological practice to be complimentary and useful in understanding family dynamics through a ‘human archetypal experience’.[footnoteRef:13] The underlying mythology of traditional associations with the planet Saturn is explained by the story of Chronus (Saturn in Roman mythology), a patriarch who consumes ‘the life force and creativity of his children’ which, Clark observes can be reflected by a dominating use of authority within a family.[footnoteRef:14] He notes that inherent expectations within the family have the potential to align one or both parents with the Saturnian archetype, particularly if their expressed traditional values are strict and inflexible.[footnoteRef:15] Clark opines that by assigning rulership of the father to Saturn alone places limitations upon the archetype within the family and differentiates between the Sun as the personal father and Saturn as the social and governing parent (either mother or father), noting that the laws and regulations of Saturn are a reflection of societal conditions rather than simply the personal restrictions imposed by the parents.[footnoteRef:16] Like Clark, Arroyo considers the Sun as father, but references Saturn and its challenging aspects in the chart to identify certain frustrations which could suggest an oppressive and stifling father figure, although his perspective relates to a problem of karmic origins.[footnoteRef:17] Arroyo suggests family dynamics are often a reflection of a karmic issue being brought into focus by Saturn, requiring some degree of psychological analysis which can be assisted by the chart of the individual.[footnoteRef:18] The Saturnian principles and applications described in each primary source share commonality in terms of the characteristics related to position of authority, limitations, and control, with the quality of expression dependent upon Saturn’s relationship to other planets (or angles) in the chart. Most notable is the similarity in the general views of Saturn’s role as authoritarian or father figure, and the contrast of Arroyo’s use of Saturn’s principles within the context of karma. Beyond Saturn’s relevance within the dynamic of family relationships, each source suggests a premise to be explored within a social context.    [7:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 221.]  [8:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, pp. 221-223.]  [9:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 241.]  [10:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, pp. 241-243.]  [11:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, pp. 241-269.]  [12:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 14. and Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 241.]  [13:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 8.]  [14:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 128.]  [15:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 128.]  [16:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 128. ]  [17:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, pp. 9-10.]  [18:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 30.] 

Social Experience and Society
Clarks’ view of Saturn as a more social and governing authority figure takes the relevance of the planet from the realm of family dynamics into the social arena where the idea of boundaries and limitations are broadly applicable. An individual’s attitudes, values and beliefs with respect to laws, traditions and social conventions are developed within the family experience and subject to Saturn’s ‘socialization process’ as the person engages with the world and learns how to operate within society.[footnoteRef:19] There is an interrelationship between patterns formed within the family dynamic and manifestations of those patterns within a societal context have the potential to affect the individual’s development and self-confidence, and ultimately influence the quality and nature of their success.[footnoteRef:20] Ptolemy considered  his work (as astronomer and astrologer) useful in understanding ‘things human and divine’ through prognostication and his more utilitarian use of Saturn, drawing in the quality of the Soul which, for him, reflects individual character personally and with social and societal matters.[footnoteRef:21] For example, he suggests that a well-positioned and dignified Saturn in positive aspect with an equally strong Jupiter, results in the individual having a respect for elders, being noble of mind, wise, generous and good.[footnoteRef:22] Ptolemy also uses Saturn’s position in the nativity to identify the potential of an individual’s material fortune and the manner in which that gain is achieved (relating to industry, success and position) considering, for example, the avenues of building (construction), agriculture and shipping to be potentially profitable if Saturn is appropriately placed.[footnoteRef:23] Arroyo has a different perspective than either Clark or Ptolemy and draws in the idea of karma and spiritual transformation, suggesting Saturn objectively indicates the reality of the individual’s material world and the influence of necessity in their life.[footnoteRef:24] He suggests there is transformational importance with Saturn as ‘concentrated experience and learning’ which can only be achieved by an individual working through life in physical form (the human body) while ‘in the material plane’, suggesting a purpose for the life.[footnoteRef:25] He considers Saturn’s karmic manifestations within the family situation are relevant to the pattern and structure of a individual’s life which flow into the larger context of society.[footnoteRef:26] Arroyo considers Saturn’s planetary configurations to indicate a necessary transformation relative to ‘one’s ambitions, priorities, and work structure’, focusing upon the area of adjustment rather than the associated material success.[footnoteRef:27] Each source offers a different perspective on the application of Saturn though all reference the traditional characteristics symbolic of the planet including: the utilitarian predictions of Ptolemy; Clark’s representation of interrelationship of family and social dynamics; and, the karmic experience and lessons suggested by Arroyo.  [19:  Clark, Family Legacy, pp. 73, 157, 176.]  [20:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 153.]  [21:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos,pp 21, 23, 341.]  [22:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos,p. 341.]  [23:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 375.]  [24:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 73.]  [25:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 72.]  [26:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 149.]  [27:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 25.] 

Cycles and Phases
Astrologically, Saturn relates to timing and cycles within all aspects of the native’s life, both personal and public. The process of life, from the moment of birth, is laden with a myriad of phases and cycles, including many that reflect the influence of Saturn. Ptolemy discusses Saturn’s relationship to the prediction of events triggered during the ‘ages of life’ for an individual including marriage, work, children, parents, health, old age, and death.[footnoteRef:28] Similarly, Clark considers Saturn’s journey through the family houses of the nativity, evoking opportunities to be more autonomous and self directed as individual travels a path from early family home and life out into society, the world of work, and beyond.[footnoteRef:29] Saturn’s journey through a house can last for approximately two and a half years, and Arroyo notes it as an indicator of the particular ‘structure, quality, and rhythm of one’s cyclic participation’ within the broad context of life.[footnoteRef:30] He also emphasizes the significance of Saturn’s cycle, and particularly its position within the natal chart, stressing that any interpretation should be considered with ‘an awareness of the importance of time’, since the meaning of an aspect and its relevance within a life is not static.[footnoteRef:31] Ptolemy’s ‘Division of Times’ appears to summarize the phases, rather than events, of life ultimately leading to Saturn’s ‘lot’ of ‘old age’ which signifies the remainder of the individual’s life.[footnoteRef:32] He insists that one must ‘pay attention to the ingresses’ of Saturn since they represent the markers of events, or ‘general places of the times’ and, like Arroyo, seems to reference the ‘special quality’ of the cycles in addition to their duration.[footnoteRef:33] Both Arroyo and Clark examine the cycles of Saturn in 7-year segments, acknowledging the significance of the hard aspects (squares, oppositions, conjunctions) of the planet in quarterly phases, representing the full cycle of Saturn around the nativity. Arroyo notes Saturn’s traditional role as ‘the great teacher’ observing the transits of this planet, particularly the hard aspects, seem to engender times where the individual is subject to life lessons.[footnoteRef:34] For Arroyo, life lessons provide an avenue to towards a happier and more complete experience of life with the potential of an ‘illuminated soul’.[footnoteRef:35] He refers to the first cycle of Saturn (Saturn return) through the natal chart (approximately twenty-nine years) to be ‘primarily based upon reaction to past conditioning, karma, parental influences, and social pressures’ and therefore the lessons to be worked through will have relevance in these areas.[footnoteRef:36] Clark, on the other hand, highlights different elements of responsibility that become more apparent as the individual’s life progresses to middle age, such as decisions regarding elderly parents, stressing the need ‘to be responsible’ without losing one’s individuality.[footnoteRef:37] Clark cites an example illustrating one meaning of a second Saturn return, as an ‘opportunity to build the structures to support’ an individual’s new approach to life which has resulted from understanding gained during the preceding years, observing that this phase reflects a time when external ‘life structures have reached their capacity; the soul yearns to fortify its inner life’.[footnoteRef:38] All three sources emphasize the significance of cycles and phases of Saturn. Arroyo references the implications and timing relevant to karmic lessons and transformation while Clark applies the principles to the stages of life within family dynamics and relationships, and Ptolemy seems to establish the importance of the ‘ages of life’ which evidentially appears to hold relevance within the modern sources.[footnoteRef:39] [28:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 221.]  [29:  Clark, Family Legacy,  pp. 333-334.]  [30:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 191.]  [31:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 79.]  [32:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 447.]  [33:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 453-455.]  [34:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 81.]  [35:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 8.]  [36:  Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, p. 83.]  [37:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 103.]  [38:  Clark, Family Legacy, p. 311.]  [39:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 221.] 

Conclusion
The aim of this essay was to critically review three source documents by comparing and contrasting the treatment of the planet Saturn within each through discussion of three themes. The first source is Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, the second Astrology, Karma & Transformation by Arroyo, and the third is Clark’s The Family Legacy. The principle characteristics associated with Saturn are reflected with consistency in meaning across each of the themes, however, the application of those principles is varied. The theme of relationship dynamics was discussed within the context of family, and Saturn as a father figure and patriarch was evident in the Tetrabiblos, while The Family Legacy, and Astrology Karma and Transformation both associated the qualities of the planet with specific aspects of family structure and relationship dynamics. Both Clark and Arroyo considered Saturn to be more representative of the archetypal father figure while the nature of the personal father was more akin to the Sun. The theme of social experience and society also discussed the application of Saturn though symbolic characteristics of the planet but with specific differences reflected as: the utilitarian predictions of Ptolemy related to personal position and material success; Clark’s representation of the interrelationship of early family experience and social dynamics; and, the karmic experience and lessons as a basis for transformation suggested by Arroyo. The final theme of cycles and phases depicted Saturn’s cycles and timing as both relevant and significant to each source, and the varied applications of prognostication, family therapy and personal development. Of note, are the evidentiary indications that the modern sources reflected aspects of Saturn’s symbolic qualities and characteristics as defined by Ptolemy, including his ‘ages of life’, implying timeless continuity and a continual source of reference, from ancient to modern times. 
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