


Conflict and violence are rising, and non-state entities are fighting many, like political militias, criminals, gangs, and international terrorist organisations (United Nations, 2023). However, this paper will focus on the crime statistics and violent offences in the UK. to successfully achieve this; the paper will analyse and compare the UK statistics with the US, looking at what has contributed to the increase in violent crime. According to the Office for National Statistics (ONS) (2022), during Covid19, when national lockdowns and restrictions on social contact were implemented, the total crime rate rose by 14%, powered by a 47% rise in fraud and computer misuse. However, when fraud and computer misuse were excluded, the overall crime rate decreased by 14%, primarily because of an 18% decline in theft offences. Furthermore, the number of victims of violent crime has also decreased by 27% (ONS, 2022). This is primarily a result of a 50 per cent decrease in the number of victims of violent crimes where the offender was a stranger. In addition, the number of crimes involving firearms decreased by 9%, and crimes involving knives or pointed weapons decreased by 10% (ONS, 2022).

In comparison, according to Thompson et al, (2022), there has been no recent increase in the violent crime rate in the United States. According to Gramlich (2022), in 2021, 395.7 violent crimes were committed per 1,000 Americans. This was statistically the same as the previous year and below pre-pandemic levels. Even though the level of violent crime in the United States is significantly higher than in the United Kingdom, it had decreased since 1990, when 758.20 crimes per 1,000 Americans were reported (Gramlich, 2022). Considering the American population, research indicates that the UK and the US share similar crime rates and overall statistics.

According to the UK Crime and Safety Statistics (UCSS) (2023), the crime rate began to rise again once the Coronavirus restrictions were lifted in September 2021. By September 2022, the crime rate had increased by 14%, where England had the most significant crime rate among Wales, and Northern Ireland, with 83.77 crimes per 1,000 citizens (UCSS, 2023). Therefore, the current crime level continues to rise in the UK. Although comparing US and UK crime statistics, London has a significantly more minor problem with violent crime than many prominent US cities. As stated by Said-Moorhouse (2019), in 2017, the murder rate in London was 1.59 per 100,000 people, including those killed in the June 2017 terrorist attack on London Bridge. Comparatively, the thirty largest cities in the United States all had higher murder rates per 100 000 people, with Baltimore having the highest murder rate at 55.8 per 100,000 people. These figures are 54.21% higher than in London (Said-Moorhouse, 2019).

The Government's austerity measures in 2010 resulted in multiple changes and challenges across the country (Hall, 2023). According to the University of Southampton (2022), the significant rise in crime in the United Kingdom over the past few years resulted from the Government's austerity measures in 2010, which included the reduction of public services. According to Clark (2022a), in 2013/14, funding for the police was £16.35 billion, compared to £19.4 billion in 2009/10. However, according to research, the crime rates began to rise while funding for the police reached a record low of £16.35 billion in 2013/14 (Clark, 2022a). As stated by the Home Office (2023a), unfortunately, the lack of funding decreased the number of police officers between March 2010 and September 2017. Furthermore, approximately 600 police stations were closed during this time (Draca et al., 2020, p.13). However, to continue providing the public with a high standard of services, this would have needed police forces and police authorities to reorganise their operations and make them more effective in adjusting to and managing these challenging developments.

According to Unison (2023), austerity also resulted in 3,350 PCSO jobs being eliminated between 2012 and 2016. Therefore, PCSOs began saying they no longer had time for community monitoring. These significant officer reductions have impacted the police's ability to safeguard the public, which explains why the crime rate in England and Wales has risen significantly since 2012. In addition, systematic reviews (Gill et al., 2014) show the importance of community policing and its effectiveness in reducing public perceptions of disorder, increasing public trust and confidence in law enforcement, and improving the police's reputation for reliability. Therefore, the lack of police funding and the number of officers has significantly impacted the police, requiring management changes for their performance to succeed. Unfortunately, from the beginning of the austerity, these changes and cutbacks had a considerable impact and contributed to increased crime. Macrotrends (2023a) discovered that by 2012, only two years after the austerity measures began, the crime rate had increased by 13.01% compared to 2011 and the most significant increase of 20.21% in 2016 compared to 2015.

The Home Office (2023a) reported that from March 2018 to September 2018, the number of officers remained stable, and there has been an increase every six months since, going from 122,405 in March 2018 to 142,145 by September 2022. Clark (2022b) stated that the number of officers had not increased in the UK until 2018 because public spending on police services did not increase significantly until 2017/18. Studies conducted by the College of Policing (2021b) suggested that when police numbers were higher, crime was more likely to decrease. This is evident, as once the number of officers increased in 2018, the crime rate decreased by 7.25% compared to 2017 (Macrotrends, 2023a). Moreover, according to Braga et al. (2019), sixty-two out of seventy-eight studies examined, crime decreased in areas where police were present and active compared to other areas where police were not patrolling. As stated by the College of Policing (2021a), visible police patrols decrease crime, especially in limited geographic regions or places where crime is exceptionally high.

According to the (Home Office, 2023a), the public services funding eventually reached a record high of £21.49 billion in 2020/21. This resulted in the number of police officers increasing; however, as of 2022, there were still 2,208 fewer police officers compared to 2009, with 144,353 police officers (Home Office, 2023a). Although the number of police officers has begun to increase, so has the UK population. Macrotrend (2023b) and the Home Office (2023a) stated that in 2009, 144,353 police officers served 62,243,378 people or 0.23% of the population. In 2022, 142,124 police officers served 67,508,936 people or 0.21% of the population. Even though the population has increased by 92% since 2009, the number of police officers was more significant then compared to 2022. In comparison, America in 2022 had approximately 800,000 police officers serving 333,287,557 Americans (Duffin, 2022. and Barrett, 2022). Therefore, 266 million more people live in America, with 657,876 more police officers than in the UK, and even then, they still have more officers, 0.24% covering the American population, compared to 0.21% in the UK.

According to the ONS (2023a), due to government restrictions on social contact, the number of knife-related crimes declined to 45,595 in the year ending September 2021. However, by the year ending September 2022, it increased by 11%. Although the police reported 8% fewer knife crimes in 2022 compared to pre-coronavirus pandemic levels in 2020 (ONS, 2023a), the knife crime rates have increased by 50% compared to 2012 (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2023). Moreover, in the 12 months preceding March 2022, there were 282 murders involving a knife or weapon in England and Wales. This is the highest since 1946 (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2023). Therefore, knife crime has increased drastically in the UK over the years.
According to estimates by Smith (2022), there were 1,739 knife-related deaths in the United States in 2020, compared to 235 knife-related deaths in the UK between 2020 to 2021. The total number of knife offences in the United States is significantly higher than in the United Kingdom, and one reason for this is that the United States is a larger country with a larger population. In 2017/18, however, there were 319 knife murders in the United Kingdom, bringing the rate to 0.48 per 100,000. In the same year, there were 1,591 knife-related murders in the United States, a rate nearly identical to that of the United Kingdom (0.49) (Smith, 2022). Therefore, despite US crime statistics being higher due to its larger population, US and UK crime rates per population are comparable. Moreover, research indicates that the rise in violent crime is a global problem.

According to Ng (2023), a survey discovered that 75% of youth killings included knives or other sharp items, compared to 40% of adults. Therefore, evidence indicates that knife crime is mainly concentrated around youths rather than adults. The Open College (2023) states that the two essential explanations for knife crime are criminal behaviour and self-defence. Owning a knife and criminal behaviour are usually intensified around drug use, possession, and sale. However, numerous individuals who do not commit crimes also carry knives solely for self-defence or self-protection. According to Harding (2021), it all comes down to protection, which is the same for all knife users and carriers, regardless of whether the individual carrying a weapon is engaged in any illegal activity or is afraid to be without a knife.

Moreover, Ng (2023) believes that the pandemic has made youngsters more vulnerable, which has caused a disproportionate rise in knife crime and deaths among young people. In addition, as stated by Ashwin et al. (2022), compared to adults, children/youths may experience the pandemic's worst long-term medical, psychological, educational, and social consequences, resulting in poor mental health and leaving youths particularly vulnerable. Moreover, according to the Local Government Association (2023), since COVID-19, 17% of youth groups have closed, and 88% expect to cut down on services for young people. Therefore, there is a lack of support for these vulnerable youths. Therefore, youth vulnerability increases as well as the likelihood of them joining violent gangs to gain status and to feel protected and respected (NSPCC, 2023). While gangs are not solely liable for all severe violence, they do commit a disproportionate amount. For example, gangs are believed to be responsible for almost half of all knife crimes resulting in injury (Centre for Social Justice, 2023). There is a link between gang violence and knife crime, particularly among youths.

Research has demonstrated how the government austerity measures impacted the UK public expenditure on police forces and other services such as youth support centres. Unfortunately, it had a domino effect which later contributed to the rise in violent crime. From youths becoming vulnerable and feeling unsafe with the lack of police officers patrolling their communities to local youth support centres closing, they were unable to feel safe. Therefore, youth began to take matters into their own hands, and by that, they would join gangs or own a knife/weapon to allow them to feel safe. More patrolling police officers in our communities and youth support centres would have a beneficial impact on decreasing crime.
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