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NAME: Alannah Miller

	STUDENT ID No.: 1920587 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

The Rise and Fall of the Serial Killer.

Since the 1950s, the rapid evolution of policing, criminology and forensic science has been well documented. How has the evolution of these contributed to making it more difficult for a person who commits murder to progress to a serial killer?

INTRODUCTION:

Many distinct definitions of a serial killers have been proposed by specialists in numerous sectors, ranging from law enforcement and criminal justice officials to clinicians, academia, and researchers. The number of murders involved, the motivating reasons, and the duration and frequency of the killings are generally the reasons of discussion.

Serial killing is the most uncommon type of murder, happening when a person kills three or more persons previously unknown to him or her, with a 'cooling off' interval between each murder. This term is acknowledged by both law enforcement and academic experts, making it a viable frame of reference (Haggerty and Ellerbrok, 2022).

Harold Schechter is an American true crime writer who specializes in serial killers, he names the so-called golden age of serial killers as a period between the 1950s and the 1990s (Ehrlich and Ehrlich, 2021). There is reported to have been a decrease in the number of active serial killers since then, as well as a considerable increase in the public's fascination with them. The typical individual would struggle to identify a prolific serial killer from the last 20 years as they have been few and far between (Murphy, 2018). Main factors said to be owing to this is the enhanced information sharing between police departments and law enforcement organisations, as well as the tools that they now have at their disposal. One popular theory highlights the advancement of forensic science, particularly the introduction of genetic techniques to monitoring perpetrators. (Cottier,2020)
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Figure 1 Serial Killers By Decade (Paulson and Paulson, 2022)

Figure 1 illustrates that the number of serial killers has been declining since the 1980s. This might be due to a variety of factors, one of which being the improved methodologies and science utilised in investigations.

The data shown may appear to show that the United States has had considerably more serial killers than the rest of the world combined, however the numbers listed are just those that have been proven, and there are also varying definitions of serial killers throughout the world.

The study of serial killers has been dominated by an individualistic emphasis on investigating offenders' biographies and the causes of their behaviour. Considering serial killing is a distinctly modern phenomena, criminologists, law enforcement, and forensic scientists can contribute new insight into the possible obstacles that are currently in place to prevent and deter these individuals from committing murder to progressing to serial murder (Haggerty and Ellerbrok, 2022).





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The aim of this study is to identify, define and describe the evolution of policing, criminology, and forensic science, as well as how these mitigating factors have contributed to the decline in the number of recorded serial killers. 
The following objectives will be completed in order to achieve these aims:

· Explore the evolution of policing, criminology and forensic science.
· Compare and Contrast the evolution of policing, criminology and forensic science. 
· Describe the evolution of methodologies and science and the effect each have had on investigations including any barriers they have had to overcome.
· Evaluate the effectiveness of policing, criminology and forensic science on attempts to preventing murder and serial murder.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Despite public and media fascination in current "serial killers," academic studies on the subject is limited. From the 1970s through the 1990s, news were dominated by serial killers such as Ted Bundy and the Green River Killer, both of whom pled guilty to killing dozens of women. Today, however, there are significantly fewer twisted stories like the Zodiac Killer or John Wayne Gacy (Cottier, 2020). The Radford/FGCU Serial Murderer Database ("Database") is said to be the most comprehensive serial killer database available to researchers. The Database's purpose is to generate factual information about serial killers and their victims. The Database is constantly updated, and as of June 25, 2020, it includes information on 5,334 serial murderers from the United States and other nations, as well as 14,759 victims (Aamodt, Ph.D, Leary, Ph.D. and Southard, M.A., 2020). The international sector is dominated by individualistic biographical accounts. On saying this the evolution of policing, criminology and forensic science is well documented in journals, articles, text books etc. 
Thomas Hargrove, creator of the Murder Accountability Project, is a murder archivist. He has been collecting municipal records of murders for the last twelve years (Nast, 2022). Simon A Cole the author of History of forensic science in policing documents the nascent development of institutional forensic science as we know it today (Cole, 2018) 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Qualitative research is gathering and analysing non-numerical data (such as text, video, or audio) in order to better comprehend concepts, views, or experiences. It can be utilised to gain in-depth insights into a topic or to develop fresh research ideas. The opposite of quantitative research, which includes gathering and analysing numerical data for statistical analysis, is qualitative research (Bhandari, 2022).

Throughout this dissertation I will be using Qualitative research method. Qualitative data may be collected via text, photos, videos, and audio. I will be considering working with interview transcripts, survey findings, fieldnotes, or recordings from natural environments, among other things.

I believe this will be more appropriate for my dissertation because the qualitative research technique is specifically designed to find a target audience's behaviour and its relevance to a certain topic or issue. It develops theories through in-depth investigation of small groups of people. Qualitative research findings are descriptive rather than predictive (Carol, 2016).
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The primary data gathering instrument in qualitative research is the researcher. The researcher investigates why events occur, what occurs, and what those occurrences signify to the participants in research. Qualitative research focuses on the events that occur and the results of those events as seen by individuals involved (Teherani et al., 2015). I plan to ask professionals to join in my research. I will seek opinions from specialists who work or have worked in policing, forensics, and criminology. Due to the topic of my dissertation, I believe that it would be more beneficial and appropriate to seek individuals with professional background knowledge in the specific fields I will be investigating.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Anonymity, confidentiality, and informed permission are three essential ethical problems to consider while doing qualitative research.

	TIME SCALE:

	                                                                                                                                                                                                       Year 3 PCDA                                                                                                                                                                       Policing Project                                                                                                                                                       OPTION 1                                                                                                                                                                                              8,000 words
	Cohort 02.2020

	Research proposal (1000 words)  & Ethics Form (500 words) 
	21/03/2022 - 16/05/2022

	

	  Literature Review (2500 words) 
	17/05/2022 - 25/07/2022

	

	Research Methodology & Planning (1000 words) 
	26/07/2022 - 05/09/2022

	

	 Analysis of Results (1000 words) 
	06/09/2022 - 24/10/2022

	

	 Findings & Conclusion (1000 words) 
	25/10/2022 - 28/11/2022

	

	Final Project                                                                                                                       (including: 500 word introduction & 500 word recomemmndations) 
	29/11/2022 - 02/01/2022
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