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Significant contemporary concerns associated with religious identity(-ies) and religious practices impacting on Muslim communities in England and Wales
British Muslim communities in the 21st century have faced many concerns when it comes to practicing their religious beliefs and expressing their religious identity. The cultural differences between both the westernized British people and the Muslim communities living in England and Wales have made it increasingly different for Muslims to express their religious identities without the fear of some negative backlash to occur from non-Muslims in the community. With the rise of anti-Muslim ideology in the United Kingdom it has sparked many major concerns from British Muslims on how they freely express their beliefs in the public eye without being targeted and abused from non-Muslims. These concerns can range from how their children are treated in schools to how Islamic women are treated in public for wearing religious dress. 
One major concern that British Muslim communities face in England and Wales in the 21st century is their right to freely express their religious beliefs through the clothing that they wear in both private and the public eye. British Muslim women have found difficult in the United Kingdom to integrate with the rest of society as successfully as they would have thought so previously due to the fact that they are judged and in many cases discriminated against due to their religious clothing. In Islamic culture it is law for women to cover themselves using either a Burka, Hijab or a Niqab. This tradition of women covering themselves in cloth has been in place for centuries and is written in the Islamic holy book the Qur’an, it states: 
“And tell the believing women to reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private parts and not expose their adornment except that which [necessarily] appears thereof and to wrap [a portion of] their headcovers over their chests and not expose their adornment except to their husbands, their fathers, their husbands' fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons, their brothers, their brothers' sons, their sisters' sons, their women, that which their right hands possess, or those male attendants having no physical desire, or children who are not yet aware of the private aspects of women. And let them not stamp their feet to make known what they conceal of their adornment. And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that you might succeed.” – (An-Nur 24:31)[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Quran.com. 2018. Surah An-Nur (24:31). [ONLINE] Available at: https://quran.com/24/31. [Accessed 1 May 2018].] 

The Purpose of the clothing that Muslim women have to wear is to prevent too much attention from men and others being drawn to them, only allowing the husband and other men in the family of the woman to see what’s underneath the cloth. Although the Hijab was created to prevent attention given to women in the Muslim community, in modern Britain it has in turn has become the opposite and created many concerns and issues for the community that these women live in. 
One such instance where Muslim women had major concerns regarding wearing their religious garments was on the 3rd of April 2018. At this time in the United Kingdom there was an anonymous group of people who had posted letters throughout many communities calling for a day solely for the British public to punish any Muslims that they come across[footnoteRef:2]. The letter sent out contained a table in which different hate crimes committed would result in a number of different points for the person participating. One of the actions which was encouraged was to violently remove the Hijab off the head of a Muslim woman, it also puts an emphasis on the word woman to try and insinuate that they are in fact not really women. Because hate crimes like the ‘punish a Muslim day’ British Muslim women are in many cases too scared to go into public like any other person in the United Kingdom due to the fact that they may be attacked for simply wearing a Hijab.  [2:  Twitter. 2018. TellMamaUk. [ONLINE] Available at: https://twitter.com/TellMamaUK/status/972571277264326657. [Accessed 1 May 2018].] 

The British government have over the past few years tried to counter the rising tide of Islamophobia against Muslim women by introducing services in which Muslim communities can report and talk about the discriminatory cases in which they have experienced. One of the most effective and successful services in which the Muslim community can turn to is Tell MAMA (Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks). It is an organization which deals and records these cases from Muslims all across the United Kingdom and then will direct it to the Police who will deal with it further. This service allows for British Muslim women to report any harassment or hate that they have received for wearing the Hijab and in turn the police will be involved to try and prevent these instances from occurring In the future.
There have been many cases in the past few decades in which British Muslim women have been targeted by non-Muslims because of the use of wearing a Hijab or other religious clothing. Because of this discrimination they have in turn been restricted to express their beliefs and religious identity in a country which openly allows people of many cultures and different religions to do so. One of the ways in which this major concern from the Muslim communities to be sorted is that if the government crackdown on these discriminatory cases against Muslim women and try and educate non-Muslims on why they choose to wear these religious garments instead of punishing those who wear it.
Another Major concern that British Muslim communities in England and Wales are worried about is Muslim children are treated in the British education system. Due to the lack of Islamic based schools throughout the United Kingdom, many British Muslim families have to send their children to different state schools across the country. Because these state schools have a large population of non-Muslim students and do not focus on the Islamic faith in the lessons or other curricular activities, many adults in the Muslim community do not believe that their children are getting the education that a Muslim child needs.
In England and Wales modern state schools teach religious education from a secular viewpoint. They do this so that all religious groups are seen equally, instead of coming from the viewpoint of a Christian background. This can be seen as being a problem for Muslim children in these state schools as instead of being taught about their religion from an Islamic point of view in which many Muslims are taught from, they are instead in some cases being taught by a non-Muslim teacher in a secular education system. 
To prevent Muslim children being taught Islam solely from a secular point of view which in turn may not teach the right message about Islam, many in the Muslim community would issue the British government to try and open more Islamic faith schools which are funded by the State. There are many positives to opening more Islamic faith schools in England and Wales rather than just sending Muslim children to secular state funded schools[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  BBC. 2016. Should there be more Muslim State Schools?. [ONLINE] Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-37484358. [Accessed 1 May 2018].] 

One of the positives of opening an Islamic faith school would be that Muslim children would be able to go to school and freely express their faith around their fellow students and teachers instead of suppressing it. In secular schools around the country Muslim children are in many instances not encouraged to express their religious identity around other students due to being targeted by those who are discriminatory against the Islamic faith, this can range from being Muslim girls being bullied for wearing the Hijab or Muslim boys being abused for simply being Muslim.
There have been many cases in which schools across the United Kingdom have tried to ban Muslim children from wearing religious garments due to their strict uniform policy. For example a primary school in London called St. Stephens at the beginning of 2018 faced massive backlash due to a Hijab ban which was set in place. Although this was seen as being a form of Islamophobia by many as it was restricting the rights of Islamic students from expressing their religious beliefs, the school had much support from MP’s and members belonging to the Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education) organization. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Telegraph. 2018. Government should set policies on Hijabs in schools, Ofsted chief suggests. [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2018/03/07/government-should-set-policies-hijabs-schools-ofsted-chief-suggests/. [Accessed 1 May 2018].] 

With the increase of Islamic faith schools in both England and Wales you would In turn heavily reduce the restrictions made against Muslim children on the religious garments that they can wear in schools. This would also in turn reduce islamophobia and bullying against these children and give them a more positive and relaxed environment to study. According to the census in 2011 one in three Muslims living in England and Wales is under the age of 15, this means that there is around one million Muslim children potentially in the school system which the government must care for. [footnoteRef:5]  [5:  TheGuardian. 2015. Muslim population in England and Wales nearly doubles in 10 years. [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/feb/11/muslim-population-england-wales-nearly-doubles-10-years. [Accessed 1 May 2018].] 

One of the other benefits of funding and opening more Islamic faith schools in the United Kingdom would be the ability to try and reduce the rise of radicalization of young British Muslims. Radicalization of young British Muslims has become one of the largest problems which has occurred in the Muslim community in the 21st century, with the rise of extremist groups like Al-Qaeda and ISIS. By funding and introducing more Islamic faith schools to young Muslim children, you can correctly teach them about Islam and its peaceful teachings from a young age. By doing this you can set a strong foundation for young Muslims to look at the incorrect and extremist views of these terrorist organizations and prevent them from joining participating in acts of extreme violence. 
Another benefit of having Islamic faith schools would be allowing classes to be specifically taught to teach children about the positive peaceful beliefs of the Qur’an rather than the violent radicalized teachings which are taught by online extremist groups. For example the term Jihad is used in many British news outlets headlines to refer to an extremist Muslim who has committed an act of terror or violence. However in an Islamic faith school the teacher can clearly teach the children that the term Jihad refers to the struggle of Muslims to follow their Islamic faith and to correctly follow the teachings which are found in the holy book of the Qur’an[footnoteRef:6]. Changes like this in the education system can make a major difference in the lives of the Muslim communities in England and Wales, as it allows for Muslim children to receive a good Islamic education which is funded by the government instead of being funded privately.  [6:  Saikal, A., 2003. Islam and The West: Conflict or Cooperation?.; Basingstoke : Palgrave Macmillan - Page 26] 

The British Muslim communities in both England and Wales in the 21st century have faced much discrimination for their religious practices and have had many concerns regarding the ways in which they can freely express their religious identity in the public eye. Many secular and other religious groups in the public have made it increasingly difficult for Muslims to wear their religious garments in both the public eye and the school system with the use of abuse and harassment. Although there have been counter measures created by the government to try and deal with the concerns from the Muslim communities, there still is an increasing amount of discrimination made against the Muslims for expressing their religious beliefs. 
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