Conference Proposal: Dissertation 
Homosexuality in China compared to the UK.

Over the years I have built an interest of learning Chinese language, this further pushed me to move to China in 2015. It was here where I really discovered my sexuality. However due to traditional Chinese family ideologies, where same sex relationships aren’t the social norm, I have had to hide that part of myself. This is why I will use my dissertation to show the differences that the LGBT community face in China compared to the UK. I choose to do this because I have lived in both countries and my sexuality played a big part of my time in China.

Homosexuality has a long presence in Chinese History. The synonym of Homosexuality (Dong Xiu) derived from the story of Emperor Ai of the Han Dynasty. The Emperor was known to have a male lover called Dong Xian. The story tells that Dong Xian fell asleep on the Emperors sleeve, instead of waking him. He cut his sleeve from under his companion. [1] However, even with evidence of Homosexuality in Chinese history, why do the Chinese reject homosexuals in society? Well there are a few reasons why this happens. The traditional family name is the most common reason why the homosexuals aren’t seen as equal in society. Men are expected to pass on the family name and reproduce. Furthermore, this resulted in homosexuality being more hidden due to high family morals. 

 The UK now has an equal rights policy and homosexuality is accepted into society. This wasn’t always the case though as it was legal to be a homosexual for a man until 1967. It was always legal for women. Homosexuals didn’t have equal right still, adoption wasn’t legal until 2005 and same sex marriage wasn’t legal until 2014. Although, civil partnerships were issued from 2005 but before this time homosexual relationships were not even equal compared to heterosexual ones. On the other hand, this is still an improvement compared to China in 2017.
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China still does not allow gay marriages which still causes an outcry to some of its 1.3 billion people. They have relaxed some laws against homosexuality, but still not equal to heterosexual couples. Homosexuality has been legal since 1997 however there are still many restrictions. No marriage or adoption is legal and in 2001 the government removed homosexuality as a mental disorder in 2001, although many Chinese families try and send sons and daughters to correction facilities. I have a personal experience of traditional Chinese family when I lived in China. This resulted in my relationship breakdown. This was also a learning experience because I got to witness fest hand of what traditional family members are like to a homosexual child. This further inspired me to look further into the gay community in China. 

Even though both countries have different laws, I have experienced that both had a strong LGBT scene. In Shanghai and Xian, I visited many LGBT promoted bars and even drag queens, the same experience. Although there are many differences as in China the culture was more closed off and hidden. The UK often has parades and accepts homosexuality in society. The UK has many gay politicians with a record number in parliament. [2] The UK has a very positive stance on equality for everyone.  Consequently, there were still some mistakes made by the UK government which had led to public apologies given to members of the public whom were abused by old laws. 

The Chinese government considers that the LGBT community is a minority that they can majorly ignore, however it’s estimated that 5% of the population is part of the LGBT community. That’s around 70 million people. It’s a lot of people to have fighting to change a law, with people campaigning for the right to marry. [3] Hopefully there is a change in the future and everyone is made equal.

I have chosen this subject because it is very close at heart to me. LGBT rights shouldn’t be an option that other people should not see as their own. Using this subject will allow me to research further into LGBT rights and place it into my understanding of Chinese Culture. While furthering the learning of the language, I can use this to help write a strong dissertation with a part of society which is every day part of my life, which I hold for granted, but is harder for others.
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