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Introduction:
To answer this question, we need to first address what is kinship and what is blood (in regard to anthropology). Simply in my culture (white English) kinship is based largely on blood, my kin are those who I am related to by blood, my mother, father, brothers and sisters. Even though my younger sister is only a blood relative by my mother (her father is my step-father) I still see and consider her a full sister and nothing less, but she is still blood-kin(consanguineal). We as a family rely on each other, protection, shelter, companionship, each can give something in return for something else, a social trade. This having evolved from a world of trading food for tools, cloth for medicine, practises which are still going on in other parts of the world. Tribal cultures rely heavily on blood and kinship, not just for social reasons but for practical reasons too; basically, because they have to just to live. ‘Kinship is defined as the meeting place of nature and culture’ (Carsten 10,2000). 
Bourdieu talks about the ‘field of influence’ the place we live in that is basically governed by political and religious beliefs, for example the troubles in Ireland and Northern Ireland, where you live there and your religion will depend greatly on who you live with who you talk to, work with, even look at and not look at. It also takes into account of course kinship rules and trade. No one lives in total isolation we thrive of our kin and more so our blood kin. It is more symbiotic in tribal cultures as said before because they have to be to survive.
Schwimmer talks of the ‘four universal systems of kinship’ which simplified are: 1 an infant child being raised and taken care of by both parents for a long period of time, 2 close personal relationship/marriage between two or more people, 3 gender defined roles (men hunting women gathering), 4 no incest which allows large family trees to develop. This can be applied to most cultures ‘universal features of kinship systems….’ (https://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/anthropology/tutor/fundamentals/fund1.html)

 The Yanomamo if living in smaller villages have more marriages out to larger villages in return for military protection ‘Smaller, weaker units, must limit inmarriage and provide brides to neighbouring settlements in return for military support. Chagnon demonstrates this pattern in two villages: 
· Patanowa-teri is a large village of 212 residents and has an endogamy rate of 85% of all marriages. 
· Lower Bisaasi-teri has a population of only 51 and an endogamy rate of 50%’(https://umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/anthropology/tutor/case_studies/yanomamo/marriage.html)
· 
The Yanomamo:
The Yanomamo are a indigenous tribe that live on the border between Brazil and Venezuela, they are also known as ‘The Fierce People’ (a name that itself has caused much debate) this is largely because the headman often threaten or even use violence to deal with peace making. This in turn produces men who fight ‘fierce’.  There kinship is largely based on marriage, the older men of the village usually choose/arrange marriage for the girls/women. The men however compete with there brothers for women or with their brother in laws. This is a process of politics as the men choose accordingly in order to form alliances to suit their best interests, trade etc. but this in turn is a cause of a lot of fighting, undelivered promises, broken alliances and sexual infidelity. Most villages contain two or more paternal lineages, a man’s lineage along with prowess in battle and amount of kinsman greatly determines their success in marriage. 
[bookmark: _Hlk509746814]“coalitions will be composed of males from the same patriline and place of birth who occupy a variety of age and genetic relatedness categories” (Lethal coalitionary aggression and long-term alliance formation among Yanomamö men: 4, 2014)
The Nuer:
The Nuer are a tribe of cattle herders who live in Sudan in Africa. They live in a dry some what hostile land, because of the lack of rain they constantly need to move to find new grazing pastures for their cattle, but when the seasons change the polar opposite forces them to move, heavy flooding and mosquitoes are a terror o be avoided. Cattle are so important to the Nuer because of there kinship value, they are currency(money) wealth beauty and power, even debts are payed off and children named after favoured cows. Thus, one must have cattle in order to marry or be married. When it comes to marriage cows ae exchanged in return for your bride, so in terms of kinship the male gets new kin and greatly extends his family tree and the women’s family gains cattle, each party benefits from this arrangement, even if blood hasn’t been spilled (literally) kinship has been built through cattle.
The Trobriand islanders:
The Trobriand live on an island about six hundred miles north east of Australia. They have hereditary chiefs meaning that the offspring of the previous chief takes over. Being matrilineal in decent it’s the mothers blood line that decides. They are hunter gatherers by nature but get most of there food from fishing. Kinship in this society is matrilineal. If there is a married couple it is the women’s brothers who support the family and not the husband, the husband supports his sisters family, this is very different from a lot of societies but this kinship is of I think decent and blood not alliance or exchange even if it very alien from I may personally know of a marriage, the man provides the money and the food and the women keeps the house and the children. Although they do have an exchange mechanism in which sisters are given surplus yams from the harvest attributing to their matrilineal society.

kinship between soldiers: 
in times of war, past and present, kinship is and has been built greatly through, literal loss of life. Fighting along side people, saving the lives of your kin in the heat of battle. This builds great kinship amongst soldiers, for example in the trenches of world war one, men on both sides re-main closer than brothers for the rest of their lives, because of the hardships and desperate times that they went through together. Even if soldiers hate each other off the battlefield it’s a completely different matter on the battlefield. All soldiers have at war is each other, there king, government and families are not there. the only people you have to rely on are those with you. Your kin. For example, the ‘Accrington pals’ of world war one, were a battalion of soldiers from and around the British town of Accrington, otherwise known as the 11th east Lancashire regiment, over a thousand brothers, fathers, uncles and cousins all signed up and were put into the same regiment; most of them were killed or taken prisoner within half an hour of their attack beginning. Almost and entire town of kinsmen wiped out, yes many of them were related by blood, but the actions and mechanics of war mean they all die as kin, they died for the same reasons and beliefs.

Importance of kinship:
Kinship in anthropology I think is of the up most importance, why? Because its organisation. We as people organize and categorize almost everything we do. Kinship is important to anthropology because how would we make sense/decipher all the things we study without organization, we wouldn’t be able to do it, everything including kinship would be complete mayhem on a page that can’t be understood. I think, in this sense that kinship is as important as say language. 
Decent theory:
Decent theory is the term used to describe consanguineal or blood relations, and the ways in which such things are organised in various different societies around the world. Unilineal decent covers decent groups that are based upon a common ancestor and are either patrilineal (father/male) or matrilineal (mother/female). Consanguinity and blood ties cover blood relatives that can and are often seen as incest, such as some one marrying there second cousin or closer. The different bloodlines are held together and represented by things like Totemism.
Alliance theory:
Alliance theory is kinship through exchange and alliances, not blood relatives, or at least moves away from these things, moves away from the conventional ‘nuclear’ family. The Nuer are a classic example of this as their societies kinship is based on the exchange of cattle, as previously mentioned people value and reputation are measured in the number of cows one has, brides and grooms family’s all trade cows as a marriage currency, you would be deemed ore marriable the more cows you have.
Discussion/questions:
Is kinship based on blood? yes and no it depends entirely on the social surroundings and cultural beliefs that you and your society have.
Is kinship biological? Yes of course it is biological, a man and women mate and they have a child they are the mother and father of that child and so on and so forth. We (modern people) know the facts and figures and of course the science of it all, but I say again it comes down to your culture and your own beliefs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Are there other ways to look at kinship? Yes there are many ways to look at kinship not just as an anthropologist but as an average person, as iv covered earlier soldiers all through history how talked about there ‘brothers in arms’ the close social and personal connections that are made by serving soldiers, my grandfather a veteran of the second world war (HMS Seamist) once told me that he will “never forget the brothers he served with”.

In conclusion:
In conclusion I think that kinship is largely based on blood, because we recognize our mother and father our direct family we recognize and love and care for them almost uncontionally, but on the other hand as I see it we can have a step dad/mum and after a great deal of time (in my own experience) we see/consider them kin. Concerning native cultures, I think that kinship is based on blood where there has been no great need for food or trade. The Nuer for example how developed their entire culture of marriage and kinship based on the value of each person’s cows, essentially food and/or a trade item. As with the Yanomamo I think that its more like our(my) kinship in the sense of you have a husband/wife and your family and then when they get old and have their own families they become your extended family your extended kin.
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