Assignment Three - Mini Research Project

Religion in Philosophy
Introduction
Religion and philosophy are two major aspects of modern life with much of the population being religious and most philosophers would state that everyone is a philosopher as we all ask questions, think and want to know more about everything. There are many religions in the world with each having their view on the world such as creation, God, virtue, humanity and afterlife. Philosophy has attempted to tackle these subjects with varying answers and beliefs on each subject. The branch of this is called the philosophy of religion. On paper, philosophy and religion ask great questions about metaphysics and ethics but organised religion is not a form of philosophy. This is because philosophy aims to seek the logical route while religion is telling the person what is and is not. But there are philosophical themes and ideas in religion and vice versa.
The philosophy of religion and religious philosophy are two distinct things and should not be confused with one another.  ‘Philosophy of religion is the philosophical examination of the themes and concepts involved in religious traditions.’[footnoteRef:1] While religious philosophy is thinking that is created or influenced by religion. One is the examination of, while the other is a direct consequence. [1:  Charles Taliaferro, Philosophy of Religion (2023), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philosophy-religion/, (Accessed 14/12/2024) ] 

This essay will look at how Religion began in philosophy, any important dialogues and certain philosophers who paved the way for how we view religion in philosophy in the modern world.
Main Paragraph
As with many philosophical ideas, it is generally agreed that the study of religion in philosophy originates from Ancient Greece.  As stated by Britannica:
‘Philosophical interest in religion may be said to have originated in the West with the ancient Greeks. Many of the enduring questions in the philosophy of religion were first addressed by them, and the claims and controversies they developed served as a framework for subsequent philosophizing for more than 1,500 years’.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Paul Helm, philosophy of religion (2022), https://www.britannica.com/topic/philosophy-of-religion/additional-info (Accessed 15/12/2024)] 
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Plato who was a very influential philosopher especially in the world of metaphysics is credited with having vast experience in the philosophy of religion. He was a student of Socrates and as Socrates did not write about anything himself, it was left to Plato and his other students who put it in the form of dialogues or scenarios between Socrates and whoever he was debating/discussing with.  One of Plato’s most religious and famous dialogues is Euthyphro. The premise of Euthyphro is a Priest named Euthyphro claims to know the answer to the question ‘What is piety?’. Piety can be described as being righteous or ‘knowing and doing what is correct in religious rituals.’[footnoteRef:4]. (Piety can also be interchanges with holiness). Socrates however keeps on shutting down any definition Euthyphro tells him. The scenario of the dialogue is important as Euthyphro and Socrates meet outside a courthouse where Socrates was sentenced to death and Euthyphro was prosecuting his father. This could be seen as a disrespectful act and Euthyphro did not want to be seen that way. So his first definition of piety is what he is currently doing, that being prosecuting his father. Euthyphro states: [4:  Emrys Westacott, Summary and Analysis of Plato's 'Euthyphro', https://www.thoughtco.com/platos-euthyphro-2670341 (Accessed 15/12/2024)] 

‘Piety is doing as I am doing; that is to say, prosecuting anyone who is guilty of murder, sacrilege, or of any similar crime-whether he be your father or mother, or whoever he may be-that makes no difference; and not to prosecute them is impiety.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Plato, Euthyphro, (UMass Boston, No date), p.5. Google ebook.] 

Socrates argues however that is simply an example and not a definition. ‘Well, remember, I didn’t ask you just to give me a couple of examples of holiness. I wanted you to explain the general form of holy actions’[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid, p.6.] 

This goes on, and Euthyphro does not give a satisfactory answer according to Socrates. The point of this dialogue is to determine does God or morality come first. Socrates also asks one of the most important questions in philosophy, ‘Do the Gods love pious acts because they are pious or are those acts pious because the gods love them?’[footnoteRef:7]. This question is important as it helps us to decide whether piety or holiness is depending on the Gods being loving. If the Gods love pious acts for simply being pious then piety would still exist but if it is pious because Gods love it then that love is an attribute and does not explain why it is pious. [7:  Micheal Lacewing, The Euthyphro dilemma, https://www.alevelphilosophy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Euthyphro-dilemma.pdf, (Accessed 15/12/2024)] 

This dialogue and specifically the question Socrates asked, broadened the view of how we view what being holy is even though a concrete answer does not come from it. It is supposed to make the reader think of it’s various claims such as pious acts and the priority of the Gods.

David Hume was a Scottish philosopher who is known for his views on empiricism, scepticism and naturalism. He is considered to be one of the most important philosophers in the West and has written in many fields in philosophy. Hume was an atheist, and in his lifetime it would hinder him greatly as most people were religious and the country was ruled by religion. Much of his work was disregarded as simply being atheist. When he died his grave had to be guarded due to fears of desecration. 
One of Hume’s most influential works was a piece called Of Miracles. He tries to disprove miracles and that any evidence we have of miracles is weak and not substantiative enough to prove them. The definition of a miracle is ‘an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs.’[footnoteRef:8] Hume says a miracle ‘is a transgression of a law of nature by a particular volition of the deity or by the interposition of some invisible agent.’[footnoteRef:9] Hume means that a miracle is a violation of the laws of nature which was either the choice or action of a deity or God. [8:  No Author, Miracle, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/miracle, (Accessed 15/12/2024)]  [9:  David Hume, An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding: Section X: Of Miracles (University of California San Diego), p. 579] 

 Hume also stated, ‘A wise man, therefore, proportions his belief to the evidence.’[footnoteRef:10] Hume means that a person should believe where all the evidence points. For example, Jesus resurrecting would be considered a miracle and he is the only person to have resurrected, whilst everyone else to have lived and died has not been resurrected. Therefore, there is more evidence to say that people do not in fact resurrect. The same logic can be applied to Jesus walking on water, Jesus healing people etc. A more contentious view from Hume is that witnesses must be well educated and have no higher motive to claim a miracle happened. This is good and bad due to the fact that it does help if a witness is smarter, but it is too dismissive and excludes people from being able to claim they witnessed something. Hume defends his point by saying miracles tend to come from poorer people from ‘ignorant and barbarous nations’[footnoteRef:11]. This to Hume is an invalid source as it does not fit his criteria. [10:  Ibid, p. 577]  [11:  Ibid, p. 581] 

A religious philosopher Thomas Reid attempted to counter Hume’s view on miracles as he believed we should believe in what most people say rather than the evidence provided. Reid thought people should follow their common sense, and common sources of information such as testimony, moral sense etc.
‘Reid argued that there are certain basic facts that all humans rationally believe even though we are unable to give arguments for them. Reid called such basic facts first principles of common sense.’[footnoteRef:12] But Reid also conceded that if we were to trust whatever people said without delving deeper, we would live in a world ruled by corruption and ulterior motives. [12:  Adam C. Pelser, Thomas Reid: Minister, Philosopher and Champion of Common Sense, https://www.equip.org/articles/thomas-reid-minister-philosopher-and-champion-of-common-sense/#:~:text=In%20his%20later%20work%2C%20Reid%20extended%20his,perceive%20beauty.%20REID%2DINSPIRED%20PHILOSOPHY%20AND%20CHRISTIAN%20APOLOGETICS., (Accessed 16/12/2024)] 


Another philosopher known for his epistemic views on religion was John Locke. He thought that people could use reason in order to make up their mind about religion. He also had views on political philosophy that spilled over into his religious philosophy. He believed that the government should not force anyone to believing in or buying into religion as they are voluntary groups who have no control other than their own subscribers. 
‘Government should not use force to try to bring people to the true religion and that religious societies are voluntary organizations that have no right to use coercive power over their own members or those outside their group.’[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Alex Tuckness, Locke’s Political Philosophy, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke-political/#Tole, (Accessed 16/12/2024)] 

He also pointed out the hypocrisy of the teachings of Jesus and the bible and how it does not tell the reader that using force to make people believe is the correct way. He also has a disdain for how intense (at the time) persecution was for disagreeing with the state which was typically religious. A noted example was the persecution of Galileo who spearheaded the heliocentric version of the solar system that being the sun is the centre of the system which was considered heresy. The Church was very particular in how the bible was interpreted and Galileo challenged the notions of the church leading to his house arrest.
Locke’s view was called Toleration which is summed up as people are free to make their own choices regarding the church and physical or material threat couldn’t be the deciding factor. He thought it was a mistake of the church to persecute those who interpret words differently than to persecute people who had sinned in the eyes of God. People would claim to be religious when it benefitted them such as avoiding punishment and would not be an actual conversion. ‘We can’t just choose what we believe at a matter of convenience. So, if the points of the threats are to achieve genuine religious conversion, then it just won’t work.’[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Nigel Warburton (BBC Radio 4), John Locke on Toleration [video]. 2015, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xILFxFkF3E (Accessed 16/12/2024)] 

Conclusion
In conclusion, this essay has covered Religion in philosophy and how certain philosophers, dialogues and viewpoints have altered how we view it. This essay covered the origin of religion in philosophy which is generally agreed upon that it was Ancient Greece. It also covered an important dialogue about being holy/pious named Euthyphro which left open ended with the reader taking away what they thought holiness was. Plato wrote this dialogue based on the teachings of Socrates as Socrates did not note anything down in his lifetime leaving it to Plato and his other students.
It then discussed more contemporary views from philosophers such as David Hume, Thomas Reid and John Locke. They all had differing views with Hume contradicting the bible by not agreeing with the idea of miracles saying that we should believe where the evidence points but Thomas Reid thought that we should believe in our common sense and the testimony of others. He did not agree that people should question everything we are told whether that be about miracles or not. Finally, John Locke believed that people should be free to choose what church they subscribe to and that threats of physical violence is a hypocritical and ineffective way of converting non-believers.
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