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Personal Reflection – Careers Week 

During careers week, multiple people of different expertise discussed a variety of topics regarding the field of law. Based on the information I indulged in; careers week has encouraged me even further to achieve my career goal. I learned that to reach the next step, I must do things one step at a time. Having patience within yourself is the key to successfully tackle oncoming obstacles I face. For example, taking the time to research different aspects of the law, may give a wider range of job opportunities heading into the future. Llopis (2013). 


I gathered that on the path of becoming a solicitor, learning people skills and expertise will help to guide and assist my future clients. Employers often tend to look for people with good communication skills. With regards to being a qualified solicitor, I can enter court service, private practice, commercial or industrial organisations or local government industries. After finishing my law degree, the next obstacle is the Solicitors Qualifying Examination (SQE). Once this is completed, I will need to have a minimum of two years in training contract, where I will complete qualifying legal work experience. National Careers Service (2019). 


With regards to the path on becoming a solicitor, I learned that communication is the biggest lesson you can learn. Without communication, it will be difficult to connect with and understand clients. I must have an understanding of how to apply the law to their particular case. Also, I need to understand what steps I must take to achieve their objectives. Research is another skill I need to expand on. Often, solicitors will research cases and legislation in order to apply to their client. Management is another key skill I will need to obtain to handle all legal aspects of transactions of cases, along with drafting legal documents. Additionally, negotiating skills are vital in handling agreements. Lastly, I must be able to effectively interact with professionals such as doctors, accountants, and barristers (depending on the nature of the legal problem). Kunzler (2022). 



Moreover, Law Works a charity for solicitors in England and Wales leading pro bono. Pro bono is promoted, facilitated, and developed within the solicitor's profession and at law schools in England and Wales with the aim of providing access to justice through free legal advice. This is a voluntary group, and I have learned that voluntary job opportunities are a way of showing off my experience in the law field and emphasising my skills and expertise moving forward. Volunteering at Law Works will benefit my personal skills and resume for future employment. The Law Society (2023). 


Based on the findings of Law Works, their principle evokes the kind of skills necessary for future employment as a solicitor. The charity supports pro bono for those in need and without the means to pay. It provides pro bono legal services and access to justice. The improvisation for improving those obliged to justice is an attribute I would aim to have as a solicitor. Working and cooperating with my clients is a way forward in successfully applying for job opportunities. Smith (2019). 
  

There are several training methods available at Law Works that can improve my chances of finding a job. Through Law Works, for example, legal and professional skills training is available, as well as information about volunteer opportunities. As part of the charity's mission, solicitors are offered structured training, supervision, and mentoring by Law Works staff to support them in developing their expertise in social welfare law and assisting individuals beyond initial advice. Having training techniques will increase my chance of employment within the legal profession by having experience and expertise. Also, the organization engages in policy development, enhancing Law Works' policy voice on issues affecting pro bono and access to justice, which will enhance my understanding of justice issues. Rai (2022).


The session held by Law Works altered what I originally thought about my future employment. The organisation highlighted to me that gaining specific training and work experience will benefit my chances and open new windows to future job opportunities. In addition, the session made me realise that having more than one work experience under your belt will only help you aim for success more. The more experience I can gain in the law field, the better chances I have of gaining job opportunities. It opened my eyes to the various training techniques Law Works teach, and how I can improve and adapt via these training methods. UCAS (2019). 


Considering the charities impact, it has not swayed me to change the area of law I would like to work in. Family law has always been an area of law I have been interested in. After I finish my degree in Law and Criminology, I would like to begin to gain work experiences such as organisations like Law Works. I believe this will open doors for me and help me begin to reach my career goal. In order to improve my chances for future employment, it is essential that I try out new tasks and opportunities. I also believe that volunteering for work experience at my local solicitors will enhance job opportunities and help with my references in the future. I can ask advice from qualified solicitors and apply that advice for future job roles. I can also witness how a solicitor firm works, and what kind of issues arise and how to solve them. Witnessing first hand how qualified solicitors work, will also improve my knowledge on different areas of the law, and can possibly present different options of career opportunities. International Study Centre (2020)
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Throughout work experiences | have
completed, | have learned to deal with
pressure and working as a part of a
team. | am reliable and hard working
in my work. | also have a very warm,
caring, and empathetic personality
with the ability to look at situations
from outside of the box to find a
solution. | would consider myself as
loyal as | have a great work ethic. |
thrive on a busy lifestyle and enjoy
taking on new challenges!

I have many transferable, job related and adaptive skills |
have gained over the years from experience. I'm especially
interested in family law because from recent figures and
statistics, family law is one of the leading issues in the UK. |
would like to help and change that by entering the field as a
family solicitor. Throughout other work experiences | have
learned to deal with pressure and working as a part of a
team. | am reliable and hard working in my work. | also have
a very warm and empathetic personality with the ability to
look at situations from outside of the box to find a solution. |
would consider myself as loyal as | have a great work ethic.

LEADERSHIP

Since taking on a supervisor role at The Lawrenny Arms, |
have adapted to leadership among my colleagues effectively
and efficiently. | have shown management and team leader
skills by expressing to my colleagues the importance of
customer service and visual communication.
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NIGELLA WILLIAMS

EXPERIENCE

06/2019-07/2019
Teaching assistant e Voluntary ® Lamphey Primary School

10/2022—-
Front of House e Supervisor ® Lawrenny Arms

07/2020-09/2021
Sales Assistant ¢ B&M

In 2018, | completed a charity skydive raising £200 for Paul
Satori. This charity raises money for nursing care, equipment
loans and therapy to those in need.

This charity is a heartfelt to organisation to me, as | have
elder family members who were helped by this charity.

EDUCATION

Student at University of Wales Trinity Saint David
e Studying Law and Criminology Hons — Year 2

COMMUNICATION
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very passionate about my future and what
changes | can make to society. For this
reason, | am a very confident individual
within my work, and | am also very intrigued
into learning things within the law
department. | can also work on my own
initiative and manage workloads efficiently.

Education: A — Level Grades:
Applied Science — D*

English Language and Literature — C

Welsh Baccalaureate — A

service, sales assistant, cashiering, teacher training,
professional cleaning, voluntary work, and charity work.

COMMUNICATION

| am open to navigate through a variety of different work
experiences regarding to law and/or criminology. | am a
resilient individual and willing to try out new things. This is
evidenced by my previous managers and colleagues. | have
often been known to adapt quickly and effectively within new
tasks.

ACHIEVEMENTS

I am a confident individual - | believe this is partly down to
my hobby of 11 years - dancing. | am a student at Kelly
Williams School of Dance, and | have competed in street
dance for many years achieving lots of finals and
achievements. In addition to this, | took part in my schools
musical "Hairspray" by choreographing and dancing within
the show for a duration of two months.
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For as long as | can remember, the subject of
law has always been a huge interest of mine.
| believe studying Law and Criminology will
help me achieve my goals. | believe | am a
great candidate for becoming a family law
solicitor, as | am driven and passionate
kegarding the topic. | am a competitive
individual and will always fight my corner.
Law has always been an interesting topic to
me, so to have the opportunity to pursue a
career being a solicitor would be extremely
beneficial for my future. | have previous
experiences within the law field, and | am

NIGELLA WILLIAMS

EXPERIENCE

| have gained knowledge within the law field by going on an
educational trip named the Bar Mock Trial Competition
Regional Heat, where Pembrokeshire College competed
against other colleges. This contended of role playing a
previous court trial. Within this trial | played the court clerk
and had the chance to speak to Judges of various districts.

| recently attended a variety of Magistrate court cases among
my university peers. The trip indulged into domestic abuse,
theft, ABH and a driving licence endorsement. This
experience improved my knowledge of how the Magistrate
Courts penalise defendants.

In the future, | plan to attend work experience at my local
solicitors to further gain my knowledge of different topics of
law. Specifically, | would like to attend family mediation
sessions to understand how to communicate effectively in the
world of family law.

Over previous years, | have had specific training in customer




