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[bookmark: _Toc112669008]Research title
Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc112669009]Introduction
Virtual learning environment are web-based platforms that are developed for the purpose of teaching and learning in the operations. This is one major adoption in the education sector and is being used by the educational industry. Virtual learning environment serves the educational institutions with effective inclusions that they can use for developing a learning in the learning process. In used properly and in an appropriate manner this assists in increasing the quality and credibility of the learning process. this involves use of internet and digital tools in the educational that adds up to the educational processes and aids as an interactive and more innovative process of learning that can be utilised for increasing the quality and credibility of the learning process (Queiroga et al., 2021). This report will be focused on assessing the impact of Virtual learning environment like Moodle in the business operations. The report will hold discussion on the Virtual learning environment in the educational setting and addressing the positive and negative factors related to it in the operations. This will assist the tutors and students to gain better understanding of the operational aspects and maximise the level of understanding in the process.







[bookmark: _Toc112669010]Research aim
To analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc112669011]Research objectives
· To assess the pertinent information and literature focused on the adoption of VLE in the education system and its impact on the students experience of learning.
· To analyse the benefits that are gained by the adoption of VLE in the education system their impact on the student learning experiences at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
· To analyse the shortcomings that are presented by the adoption of VLE in the education system their impact on the student learning experiences at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.


[bookmark: _Toc112669012]Literature review
Virtual learning environment (VLE)
Virtual; learning environment is the online platform developed for educational purpose, these platforms are developed with inclusion of different tools and other functional aspects that can be used for increasing the accessibility in the process of learning. The VLE inherits the use of digital tools, and these tools increases the intervention and inclusion in the process of teaching that a tutor can use for increasing the quality in the process of learning. These platforms inherit different features such as all the course modules are available over the internet so that they can access the content online and study remotely. This allows them to interact digitally and engage in learning exercises in an effective manner such as quizzes, lectures, etc.  that their quality of learning can be maximised (Grossi et al., 2018). 
Benefits of virtual learning environment
Increases the level of inclusivity – Virtual classroom is an effective practice that assists the individual in gaining better level of understanding and learning in the process this allows the students to be an active part in the learning process. The shyness and anxiety felt by the individuals in the classroom while asking for their doubts, taking active part in the learning process will not be faced by them in the online learning practices, and this will benefit them, in the process (Dung, 2020). 
Better accessibility and flexibility – The Virtual learning environment allows the students to access their lectures and other learning activities from any place and as per their convenience. This acts as a positive factor for them and allows them to take engage in the learning practices while continuing and complying with their regular life activities. These platforms provide the students with effective opportunity to gain new and effective skills and capability in the operations and develop their knowledge that cannot be attained from the regular schooling practices (Al Rawashdeh et al., 2021). 
Immediate results and feedbacks – The educational tools and practices used in the virtual learning environment is helpful for them to take and engage in exercises and follow necessary sets of practices that are helpful for boosting their growth and betterment in the operational setting.  They can give tests online and get real time results, these practices are helpful for them in gaining understanding of their knowledge, skills, strengths, and weaknesses. Using the information developed in the process they can engage in corrective practices such as engaging in different learning practices and focusing on skill development aspects that can be used for ensuring their growth and betterment in the learning process (Dung, 2020). 
Improved technological skills – Use of Virtual learning environment and educating through these platforms will be helpful for the students to engage in use of technological aspects in the operations. they can use these platforms for gaining an effective understanding and for learning necessary sets skills that they can use for ensuring the development and growth in the learning process. students can get more knowledge and awareness of the technological aspects in the operations and will be able to be understanding their usage. They will learn their future implication and will be ready for taking their advantages in the operational context (Herrera Mosquera, 2017).
Shortcomings of virtual learning environment
Accessibility to appropriate setup – To be able to access the virtual learning experiences in the operations an individual is required to hold availability of appropriate devices and setup so that they can access the content and can use for maximising their credibility and appropriateness. Also, internet connectivity is one major aspect in the process, because the VLE can be accessed only using appropriate internet connection. This increases the complexity in the process and can cause disruption in the operations (Dung, 2020).
Lack of attention – Another major issue faced while studying through virtual classroom is these causes the instability in terms of attention for the students in the process. Studying over internet can cause distraction between the students by allowing them access to different leisure sites and get busy in socialising, as there is no one to interrupt. This will reduce the effectiveness, majority of the people tend to engage in multitasking and take active actions to gain credibility in the process of studying and learning (Herrera Mosquera, 2017).
Limitation – Virtual learning environment has its one major lacking and this affects the suitability of the learning operations and affects its purpose immensely. This issue is limitation of the virtual learning, this limits the face-to-face interaction of an individual and minimise their communication capability. This process can interactive but at points its interactive potentials get reduced and makes it tough for helping individuals to communicate and causes isolation in the process. On one hand it allows the socially awkward people to take active part on the other hand, this is the major cause of isolation in the operations. this affects the capability of the individuals to be effectively interactive and reduces their capability to gain appropriate growth in the operational setting (Al Rawashdeh et al., 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc112669013]Research methodology
Research philosophy
This research aims to analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. To assess these aspects in the research, process the researcher had focused on using positivism philosophy. This is an appropriate philosophy that can be used for gaining effective level of understanding in the process by assessing the developed data sets (Gupta and Gupta, 2022).
Research approach
In this research, the research had selected deductive approach for the development of effective data sets in the operations. Deductive approach can be used for developing effective sets of information by understanding and assessing the existing and developed data sets and utilise for increasing the quality and effectiveness in the research process (Patel and Patel, 2019).
Research strategy and design
For data development in the process the researcher had selected literature review and questionnaire survey as effective approaches for data development and collection in the research process. The researchers had focused on gaining appropriate sets of information, using these strategies, the researcher was able to develop both qualitative and quantitative datasets in the research process, and this has assisted in effective assessment in the process (Gupta and Gupta, 2022). 
Data collection and analysis
For the data collection in the process the researcher has focused on using literature review and commenced questionnaire survey in the process. This was helpful in gaining appropriate level of data and understanding in the process, the survey included students that are currently studying in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (Coe et al., 2021). 
For analysing, the data developed in the research through survey commencement the researchers had followed statistical analysis as an appropriate approach for data development in the process. 


[bookmark: _Toc112669014]Data collection and analysis
Questionnaire 
1. Are you aware of the Virtual learning environment and how does it work? 
	Yes 
	10

	No
	0



All the participants that were part of the research survey were aware if the Virtual learning environment and knew the way these platforms worked and operated in the functional environment. 


2. How will you rate the teaching and learning effectiveness of the virtual learning environment platforms?
	Very effective 
	3

	Effective
	3

	Neutral
	2

	Ineffective
	2



According to 30 % of the participants that were part of the survey virtual learning environment are very effective and other 30 % consider it as an effective platform. At the same time 20 % of the respondents have stated these platforms as ineffective and remaining 20% of the individuals consider it as neutral.


3. What according to you are the positive aspects of VLE platform like Moodle?
	Increases the level of inclusivity
	7

	Better accessibility and flexibility 
	9

	Immediate results and feedbacks 
	8

	Improved technological skills 
	9



According to the respondents engaged in the survey Increases the level of inclusivity, better accessibility and flexibility, Immediate results and feedbacks and improved technological skills are all the functional benefits of Using VLE platforms such as Moodle in operations. 


4. Which of the major shortcomings of VLE platforms in the process?
	Accessibility to appropriate setup 
	6

	Lack of attention 
	5

	Limitation
	5



According to the respondents engaged in the survey Accessibility to appropriate setup, Lack of attention, Limitation are all the shortcomings of using VLE platforms such as Moodle in operations.


5. How would you rate the VLE platform Moodle for the learning of the students in the academic setting?
	Effective and should be used more
	7

	Neither effective nor ineffective
	2

	Ineffective and should be limited
	1



According to 60% of the respondent stated that VLE platforms such as Moodle are appropriate for the learning of the students in the academic setting. they stated that these are effective, and the use of these platforms should be increased in the process. 30 % of the respondents have identified these as neither effective nor ineffective which means it doesn’t matter. 


[bookmark: _Toc112669015]Discussion 
This introduces a virtual dimension in the physical learning practices and allows the tutors in educational institutions to reduce the burden of books, course module and other necessities and all the learning resources gets compact and can be stored in the laptop. Even though there are also certain drawback of adopting virtual learning environment like Moodle in the operations because overuse and extensive inclusion of these medium can reduce the touch with physical learning practices. The use of these platforms can be helpful for the students and allow them to engage in process of learning in an effective manner and ensure their development in the operations. 
[bookmark: _Toc112669016]Conclusion
The above report had been focused on analysing the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. this report had focused on developing both primary and secondary datasets in the process to help develop understanding respective to benefits and shortcomings of VLE platforms in the operational educational setting. This had also focused on answering the appropriateness of platform like Moodle in the educational setting.
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