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Aberaeron is just one of the seaside towns located on the Ceredigion coast of West Wales. It is located between Cardigan and Aberystwyth on the A487. It is approximately 16 miles from Aberystwyth, 22 miles from Cardigan and only 7 miles from the beautiful seaside town New Quay. Aberaeron is primarily a tourist resort during the busy summer periods.









“Aberaeron has lots of colourful buildings, shops, restaurants, a foot ball and rugby field. Aberaeron is a beautiful place to live” - Scarlet

Within Aberaeron there is a variety of shops, restaurants and open spaces that are accessible to everyone. One thing Aberaeron is famous for would be The New Celtic Restaurant which was titled as an Award-Winning Restaurant in 2019 (The New Celtic Aberaeron, 2020). Aberaeron has a primary school as well as a secondary school within the town. Aberaeron is also very well known for its annual 7s rugby festival. This is located at the rugby club just as you are going out of Aberaeron.  








[image: 1-Adamant-Band-on-Aeron-Express-1988]The Aeron Express was formed after the bridge connecting the two sides of the harbour was destroyed by flooding in 1881(History Points, 2020). The carriage would seat up to 8 people and cost 1 penny per person. The Aeron Express stopped running in the early 1930s. 
History


A big part of Aberaeron’s history would be the fishing ports that would have been built over thousands of years ago. Aberaeron is well known for their fishing ports with there being 60-year-old vessels built there. When Aberaeron had plans for construction and expansions in 1805 it brought a massive range of supporting trades (Jones, 2014). Aberaeron is also very well known for its woollen mill, iron works and most important the Aeron Express.


 (Cymdethias Aberaeron Society, 2020)
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 (Cymdethias Aberaeron Society, 2020)
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 (Sutton, A, 1994)
 (Ceredigion Historical Society, 2020)

	Population of Aberaeron

	Males
	 618

	Females
	713

	Total
	1331
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	Breakdown of Ages

	0-9 years
	116

	10 – 19 years
	80

	20 – 29 years
	123

	30 – 39 years
	115

	40 – 49 years
	94

	50 – 59 years
	187

	60 – 69 years
	235

	70 – 79 years
	186

	80+ years
	195




 (Coast & Country Holidays, 2020)

“Most the people I see in Aberaeron are old” - Rhydian


 (UK Office for National Statistics, 2019)



1331
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 (B&T Magazine, 2018)
 (UK Office for National Statistics, 2019)

Seafront
Harbourmaster
What is there?

Rugby Field



The Hive

Cellar

Celtic
Library

Harbour
Naturally Scrumptious
Kebab Shop

Monachty

Zukos Diner
Pet shop

£1.20 shop

Charity Shop
Costcutters
Box of Delights
Joy Clothing
Ambassadors
Llanon House
Lloyd Pharmacy

John Plant 
Friends 
Hair Studio
The Castell
Book shop
Popty

Youth Centre

Bike shop
“Duck stop”

Square field 
McCownas
Spar

Booksellers

Barclays
Chinese


Restaurants/pubs       Food Shops       Sports     Fast food 	      Education     Café      Gift shop
______________ Roads		_______________ Paths
Feathers
Leisure Centre
Ysgol Gyfun Aberaeron

*This section has mainly been completed by the young people within Aberaeron youth club. I handed out several questionnaires to young people and all data was collected and put together onto the following pages. 
What is good?



	1 to 10 scale
	Number of young people

	1
	1

	2
	0

	3
	0

	4
	7

	5
	8

	6
	6

	7
	2

	8
	0

	9
	1

	10
	0







Best things about Aberaeron







Harbour
Youth Club

Leisure Centre

School
Gym

Parks
I asked the young people within youth club “On a scale of one to ten how much do you like Aberaeron”. With 1 being the worse and 10 being the best.

Rugby club
Chip Shop
Kebab Shop

What is bad?


Aberaeron is one of the slightly bigger town within rural Ceredigion. There is not a massive amount within Aberaeron for young people to access. There is several shops, restaurants and bars but these are not a big interest for young people. Young people have expressed that they often get bored due to the lack of things to do. There is also seen to be an unemployment issues in Ceredigion. With there being a 11.3 rate of unemployment amongst 16 to 24-year olds (Jones, Orford, Macfarlane, 2016). This is commonly known because Ceredigion is a place where people often come to retire. This links into their being a more elderly population within Ceredigion.

The results of the questionnaires flagged that transport and there being a lack of things to do are the main issue for young people.









	“What is the worst thing about Aberaeron”

	Comments
	Nothing to do
	Old people
	transport
	No jobs
	Other

	Number of young people
	12
	4
	5
	2
	2





What does it need?


An important section from my questionnaires included “what would you like to see in Aberaeron”. This section of the questionnaire is the area where I can gather an understanding of what young people feel they need or may want. Personally, I think there needs to be more opportunities for young people in Aberaeron. As Aberaeron is one of the seaside towns within Aberaeron where people go to retire it is not equipped for young people. However, there are two schools within Aberaeron where hundreds of young people will attend but there is little for these to do outside of school. I believe there should be more safe places that young people can attend or places where they can socially gather. 








	“Do you think there is enough for you to do in Aberaeron”

	Yes
	24When speaking with young people it was very clear that they believed there wasn’t enough for them to do in Aberaeron. Beside is a brainstorm of just some of the ideas that young people brought up of what they wanted Aberaeron to have. There was a massive amount of comments about what they think Aberaeron to have with some young people giving up to 10 things they want Aberaeron to have. Transport is an issue within Ceredigion and is something that has been brought up on the last years Make a Mark Campaign and has been discussed at the youth parliament. 


	No
	1
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young peoples comments


Skate park


Cinema


Trampolines


Watersports


Soft paint balling


Bowling


"On a scale of one to ten how much do you like Aberaeron?"

1	0	0	7	8	6	2	0	1	0	Scale 1 to 10


Number of Young People



"What is the worst thing about Aberaeron"

Nothing to do	Old People	Transport	Jobs	Other	12	4	5	2	2	
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