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[bookmark: _GoBack]The essay I will be appraising is discussing the question of “How did the media contribute to the growth of a youth culture in the United States during the 1950’s?”. The writer is arguing that the increase of frequency of television sets in households at the time having a direct effect on the growth of a youth culture in the United states.
Although there is a lot of evidence that has been put forward for support the writer’s answer, the argument itself is not a very strong one. It was good that some historical background was included, but I feel that only a fraction of what was written was necessary to give some context to better their argument.
My issues with the introduction are that it is simply too long for something that is meant to inform the reader what the writer will be discussing in the essay. The grammar is consistently up to university standards throughout the essay. The aim of a conclusion is to conclude all of the points made throughout the essay, so bringing up new cases/examples for your argument is a bit pointless as you are unable to explain yourself fully.
The writing flows well from paragraph to paragraph, with each point leading nicely into the next. There is a professional approach to the writing and the essay has an analytical tone to it, but reading it I did not get the sense that it is intervening in a scholarly debate. Lots of the points that were being made were relevant, but they were not new ideas. The writer doesn’t seem to have added much of their own thoughts into their argument which could have made it part of a scholarly debate.
The system of referencing is consistent throughout the essay making it easy to follow. There are a number of sources that the writer has used, however there are only two primary sources which for a subject with a lot of accessible primary sources is quite disappointing. 
Overall the essay in question is a good essay, but it is more a collection of facts that one could read in any textbook. What you want to read in an essay is what new thoughts the writer might have on the subject, so I would give it 63%.
