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Introduction 
Abortion is an act of ending pregnancy deliberately by removing a fetus from the uterus of a mother with the intention of not giving birth to a child. In English law, the first reference of the abortion law appeared in the 13 century when the abortion was declared legal if certain conditions are met. Abortion is one of the few basic human rights that come under a lot of scrutinies due to the social, religious and ethical aspects (Dixon, 2004). However, with the passage of time, the law started to evolve leading towards the formation of the 1967 abortion Act which was sponsored by David Steel. According to which the abortion is legal if certain conditions are met and this Act became law and come into effect on 27th April 1968 (Rowlands, 2012). The important aspects of 1967Abortuon act, the history behind it, and the reasons why abortion should be legalized along with the statistics will be discussed (Barber, 2017). 
History of Abortion 
In the year 1967, the Abortion Act was developed which made abortion legal under 4 circumstances. Abortion is a violation of human rights and it must be well understood. This is what the Abortion Act of 1967 made clear. If the mother or the fetus are at the risk, abortion must be done. But if the pregnancy is safe for both, abortion must not be done. But this law has challenged a variety of times by anti-choice organizations which wanted to restrict the practice by restricting the access to this practice. In 1974, James White has started a campaign to stop the practice of abortion in the UK and gave the name to his campaign National Abortion Campaign (NAC). Later on, in 1990, the law was rectified leading towards the development of “The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill” in which the time limit was defined for aborting a child and this bill came into effect in 1991. in the year 2003, the NAC & ALRA both have merged to form abortion Rights. (Erdman, 2017). One of the well-known aspects of the abortion legislation was that Ireland was not a  part of the famous Act of 1967. The Abortion Act 1967 was not applicable to in Northern Ireland. However, sections 58 and 59 of the Offences against the Person Act 1861 and sections 25 and 26 of the Criminal Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 1945 were applicable. 
Why Abortion is legalized?	
In the United Kingdom, there were many pro-life organizations which were against the act of abortion but many declare it as a substitute for contraception and control the population size within the region. Many see abortion a violation of the rights to life. It can be considered a violation but under specific circumstances. The numbers are huge. In 2017, approximately 206,880 abortions were done in Great Britain which is a 5% rise from the previous years, While 194,668 abortions took place in England and Wales which is also a higher number than the previous years. Since the 1967 Act, 6.7 million abortions have been carried out in the UK. In 2017, Ireland had 12,212 abortions. The increase in these numbers suggests why abortion must have been legalized in the UK  (Janet Walsh, 2008). 
Abortion and rape 
Rape has been one of the major reasons for unwanted pregnancies. Depriving the women of the pregnancy if she is not able to report the rape within the first 45 days has been a brutal act. The basic right to life is denied to the woman who has already been through a lot of abuse and torture physically and mentally. Carrying an unwilling child is not a choice that she wants to make (CITIZEN WORKING GROUP ON THE DECRIMINALIZATION OF THERAPEUTIC, 2010). Less than 1% of 2017 abortions were performed to save the life of the mother and the benefit of the already-born children. This indicates that most rapes get unreported so the abortion must be legalized to ensure that the woman doesn't have to suffer  (Asman, 2004). 
Medical condition
If the mother is liable to any risk to her health both mentally and physically, abortion could be done. Be it diabetes, heart condition, bleeding disorder or failure of the immune system, the mother has a choice to legally abort the baby. Act 1967 has granted this permission. Autoimmune disorders, bone abnormity or abnormality in growth can lead to pregnancy termination as the baby will be at risk  (Teklehaimanot, 2002).  
Financial, economic and social factors
Abortion has been an end product of a number of issues. It does not say that a person doesn’t don’t want or love children. There are multiple reasons due which a woman decides to have an abortion. 6 out of 10 people who decide to have an abortion have kids. The major reason could be economic or financial factors which come with a child. People like to focus on the children that they already have. This makes abortion an easy choice to make. But abortion could be prevented if people have safe sex. Unsafe sex is one of the main reasons for the increased rate of abortion in recent times. For people, who don’t have children already, abortion is a choice that they make because they are not ready for having a child., WEhen they are ready, they do conceive and have a child. But having an abortion just because you are not ready does not justify your choice of having an abortion (Davies, 2009). 

Key features of the Abortion Act 1967
The Act is balanced on four sets of scenarios in which an abortion is legal to be done. It is within the UK laws. If a woman has consulted two registered practitioners and they have said that the pregnancy is not safe for the woman, pregnancy could be terminated. Ideally, it happens in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy or the first trimester. The scenarios which are legal in the UK for abortion are: 
(1) Pregnancy would lead to an enhanced risk to the life of the pregnant woman so it must be terminated
(2) If there are risks of injury to the physical or mental wellbeing of the pregnant woman than the pregnancy must be terminated 
(3) If it is injurious to the physical or mental health of the fetus of the pregnant woman, abortion could be done, 
(4) If the child is going to suffer a degenerative or autoimmune disease due to family history, the pregnancy can be terminated. The fetus will not be made to born and suffer physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped.
After the introduction of the Abortion Act 1967, to its implementation by the end of April 1968 to the end of April 1969, a total of 37,736 were carried out and most of them were registered. Approximately three-fifths of these abortions were done in National Health Service Hospitals. The Act was able to reduce illegal pregnancies (Addison, 1969). 
Key statistics
According to statistics, there were 206,880 abortions which have taken place in Great Britain in the year 2018 whereas the amount in the year 2017 was 202,469. According to a report presented by Abort73, the abortion taken place in Great Britain was 20% of total pregnancies taken place in the United Kingdom. In the United Kingdom, this 20% abortion were taken place due to the major reason which was the threat to the mental health of the mother. More than 985 abortion in the UK were taken place due to this reason while 1% abortion occurred due to the threat to the life of the mother, 2% taken place due to the Fetal anomaly and 1% taken place to give benefits to an existing child in the year 2017. The government of the United Kingdom is decided to pay $1.3 billion for family planning in the world and to fund abortion practices all over the world. The UK is the 2nd largest supporter of abortion (Hodges, 2018)In England and Whales, 98% of abortions are being funded by public spending in the year 2017. (Department of Health, 2018)According to the report presented by the Department of Health, there were 294 complicated cases of abortion in the year 2017 and only 1 women died due to abortion this year.
Conclusion 
It can be concluded that the abortion in the UK is legalized with the intention to control the population growth in the country and it is serving as the contraception policy of the government to control the birth rate. However, the Act of Abortion 1967 states that abortion is allowed only if the conditions provided under the law are fulfilled as illegal abortion is prohibited in the country. Moreover, there is a tremendous increase in the number of women who are aborting their children and these women are supporting this abortion from public spending. The death rate due to abortion is very low as in the year 2017, only 1 woman died due to abortion which is a small number compared to the number of abortion taken place in Great Britain.
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