This paper will support the presentation delivered on the twins, Ronald and Reginald Kray. It shall discuss theories that have attempted to explain crime and evaluate their relevance in a modern-day context. Crime was initially perceived as a rational choice, where an individual would act on hedonistic impulses. The pain and pleasure principal introduced by Bentham determined that crime would be committed based on the rewards they would attain by committing the offence (Driver, 2022). However, developments within society resulted in different presumptions of crime. Today, multiple factors are considered to provide an adequate explanation for crime including the sociological, biological, and psychological elements (Weatherburn, 2001). 

To illustrate the relevance of certain theories that explain the criminality of the twins, a brief overview of them shall be provided. Ronald and Reginald Kray were notorious for their connection with crime across London during the mid-twentieth century. The pair were leaders of a gang called “The Firm” and were associated with crimes such as murder, protection rackets, and robbery (Rennie, 2023). This article expands on the involvement of the twins with crime, reflecting on their conviction of grievous bodily harm at age sixteen. Their success in criminality enabled them to establish several enterprises across London including nightclubs where criminals, businessmen, and celebrities would gather. Although criminals, they were well-respected within the community and often donated to charity to maintain this (Campbell, 2015). However, this was short-lived as they were both sentenced to life imprisonment in 1969. Today, they remain renowned for their criminal lifestyle with it being heavily glorified through the media. 

Biological factors may have influenced the criminality of the Kray twins. There have been multiple studies that have attempted to demonstrate that crime is hereditary. For example, the study of 30 criminal twins completed by Lange (1930). The study includes thirteen pairs of monozygotic twins and seventeen pairs of dizygotic twins. Of the 13 identical twins, 10 pairs demonstrated criminal tendencies. Whereas only two pairs of the fraternal twins presented as criminal. The correlation between identical twins and criminality can be supported by Legras (1934) whose research concluded that monozygotic twins were more likely to be criminals. However, a limitation associated with this is its failure to acknowledge other contributing factors when researching criminality in twins (Rosanoff et al, 1934). Neoclassical theorists such as Pitts would argue that crime is a result of poverty, ill mental health, and enfeeblement (Joyce, 2013). Therefore, it demonstrates that different influencing factors should be considered equally. Expanding on this, the research fails to provide a supporting argument regarding the statement that not all monozygotic twins resort to criminality.

Another factor that may have influenced the criminality of the Kray twins is the correlation between absent fathers and crime. It became evident upon research, that the Kray twins did not have a close relationship with their father (Nuttman, 2022). Instead of raising his children, Charlie Kray travelled the country escaping being called for National Service by selling clothing and jewelry. Their mother, Violet Kray was abandoned and had to raise her family alone. Through the research of Davidson (1990), it has been proven that individuals without a father are more likely to commit serious offences. In addition to this, the research of Wright and Wright (1993), discovered that crime was typically 10 to 15% higher amongst single-parent families. This can be further supported by Hall (2001) who discusses a study of delinquent boys, the research concluded that 45% of those studied had an absent father figure. Again, this assumption does not acknowledge that there are other contributing factors to crime. It is important to acknowledge that the assumption that single mothers are more likely to raise criminal individuals is outdated as women now have a higher status within a community and are more reputable. In addition to this, a graph demonstrates that crime committed by youths raised by single mothers began to decrease during the nineties (Laden, 2022). 

There is a definite correlation between Merton’s strain theory and the Kray twins. This theory proposes that individuals will resort to criminality when they are unable to attain these goals legitimately (Murphy and Robinson, 2008). Therefore, this theory can be associated with the Kray twins. The area where the twins were raised has the highest poverty rates in the United Kingdom and those who reside there have limited opportunities available to them (Ali, 2023). As a result of cultural and material deprivation, individuals would resort to criminality to achieve their idea of a better life. Albert Cohen expanded on this theory, claiming working-class boys will participate in gang activities to attain a higher status (Cavender, 2010). Again, this can be demonstrated by the criminal lifestyle of the Kray Twins and other gangs such as the Teddy Boys. It is evident that this theory is applicable to the working class only and does not provide an adequate explanation for crimes committed by those who are deemed successful or capable (Carey, 2016). Moreover, theorists like Marxists believed that crime is a direct result of wealth inequalities and if societal goals were not enforced there would be less crime (Joyce, 2013). 

To conclude, the criminality of the twins can be established by both biological and social factors. However, it is difficult to determine which element is the dominant factor that influences the criminality of the Kray twins because of its complex nature. Analysing the three factors discussed in the presentation on the Kray twins have suggested crime is certainly more than impulsive acts and that the explanation of crime today is more accurate. It is important to consider each factor that may impact criminality equally to establish effective deterrence methods and to increase the efficiency of rehabilitation (Wu, 2022).
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