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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Stop and Search - Public perception and confidence in the police. How is it possible to improve the public trust?



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

Seeking to explore the use of the stop and search procedure and how it affects the public’s perceptions and confidence in policing. Trust is vital for having effective policing and the public’s cooperation. The research aims to contribute to the ongoing discourse on policing reform.

The aims are to examine and review existing literature on the use of stop and search and how it affects public perceptions and confidence in policing. 

Investigating public attitudes towards the stop and search process. Focusing on fairness and bias and assessing how demographic factors can influence perceptions of police legitimacy focusing on factors like ethnicity, age and gender.

This area of research holds academic relevance because it aligns with critical themes such as the abuse of power from police officers, race relations and legitimacy while contributing to discussions around criminal justice and social accountability, policy development and institutional transparency. 






	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

Stop and search powers allow police officers to confirm suspicions without arrest. This police procedure is used by officers for detaining and searching individuals and their belongings. Officers must have reasonable grounds to believe a person is involved in criminal activity to stop and detain them.

Despite the procedure being useful the stop and search has often been criticized, usually on the grounds of alleged discrimination against visible ethnic minorities. (Bryant and Bryant, 2021)

Reforms brought in to improve transparency such as body-worn cameras. However, the effectiveness remains mixed, suggesting research is needed to understand the public’s views and possibly identify solutions. (College of Policing, 2022)

Key literature to be used for my research will be journals, textbooks, government reports, along with the use of online sources such of credible websites that will help further my research e.g. the college of policing, 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A questionnaire will be used to collect responses from the public, ages 18 and above. This will be crucial for examining public opinion across different demographics and communities. 

All participants will complete the same questions in the questionnaire which will ensure consistency in the data while making it easier to be able to compare the views and opinions of the individuals who complete the questionnaire. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target audience will be members of the public, ages 18 and above and will be eligible to participate in my research. Approximately 100 individuals will participate.

A survey will be used with the aim of gaining the perspectives from these individuals on the chosen topic, giving an accurate representation of their opinion.
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