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Introduction

An accumulation of around 57 re-erected historical buildings, St Fagans is the United Kingdom’s first open air museum. The site is committed to
encompassing the history of the ordinary in Wales, preserving traditional crafts including historical farriery, and protecting local native breeds of
livestock. St Fagans creates strong links to history and archaeology as it connects locals through their past, records a wide range of historical
periods and the museum itself stands atop bestowed land. In particular, the 16" -century St Telio’s Church building holds huge cultural and religious
significance, as a sanctuary for community as well as a documentation of ancient methods of construction and art.

The Painting Process

The depictions of Christ displayed along the walls of St Telio’s church are immensely moving and significant from an archaeological and personal
perspective. Recreated using traditional secco methods of painting including the ancient Egyptian practice of using a casein binder, created from
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milk protein, the content and appearance of the paintings reflect the capabilities of Medieval and
Renaissance artists. This is shown using what would have been the most inexpensive and easily
accessible paint pigments, such as red and yellow ochres, of which much of St Telio’s
decoration reflects. I find the paintings particularly moving as through the archaeological
process of discovering, documenting, and restoring the paintings, a place of such rich
community value can be brought to life. Experiencing St Telio in its original form was an
experience I particularly enjoyed due to its social and historical impact through time, as well as
finding the process of restoration and the display of historical material such as art and literature
something that excites me hugely as an archaeologist. The photo opposite illustrates Christ
before crucifixion on the left, a painting with historical value as it invokes the Passion cycle, as
he is depicted with a ladder and spear. Documenting my visit to St Telio’s Church and

the complete St Fagans site through photography was an equally inspiring process, particularly
through exploring religious imagery and architecture, as religion is a big part of my familial
culture. Despite not having a huge religious connection in my own life, it allowed me to
understand my place in history as well as reflect on my own life and experiences, and fostered
hope for my own career in the future as an archaeologist.
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Artistic Expression and Community

The paintings displayed throughout the church show the artistic ability and style of the 16th
century, which gives the church educational value and its beauty. As well as reflecting ancient
methods of mark making and style, due to its limited colour diversity it acknowledges the
difficulty that comes with acquiring pigments for paints and its priority. The artwork is detailed
and clear in its portrayal of its subjects yet lacks the overall visual intricacy of other artwork
dated around its time, demonstrated by its use of flat colouring yet detailed and complex
linework. I took a particular interest in the art of St Telio’s church as someone with a far
reaching and long-standing enjoyment of creating my own art from childhood, as well as an
appreciation for art history and the way style and technique has developed over time. St Telio’s
church is a brilliant example for a discussion regarding priority during the 16% century, as a
place of community gathering as well as the difficulty with which paint pigment and art displays
the importance placed on churches overall but particularly religious portrayal through art.
Viewing what was important and binding to a community that is so different from our own was
a hugely moving experience and these inklings of social history through the shared place of a church is something I would enjoy studying further.
Understanding societal standards, daily life and population through art and literature is a hugely important aspect of understanding history and these
sources allow a greater understanding of the trials of life in a time so dissimilar to the modern day.
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Conclusion

Overall, visiting the site at St Fagans and in particular St Telio’s church was a deeply moving and interesting experience. The artwork throughout the
church offers insight into ancient artistic methodology and archaeological restoration using secco, through the layers of paintings rescued from the
walls. It fascinates me as a place of fundamental togetherness and becoming, as a church, but equally as a location in which 16% century artistic style
and material such as paint is displayed. Due to my interest in the restoration and preservation of archeological artefacts, as well as art in my life
outside of academics, St Telio’s church offered a place of interest regarding many of my passions.
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