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Introduction

This Essay will be exploring modern-day globalization and the effects it’s having on the world while focussing on a specific group/context. The Essay will be discussing world poverty and the implications that globalization has on the less fortunate while critically analyzing globalization as a whole and pin-pointing the positives and negatives it’s having on the world’s population economically and environmentally. It will also be looking into the advantages and disadvantages globalization causes for individuals living in poverty and people residing in third world countries while attempting to critically analyze globalisations ability to remain sustainable.

What Is Globalisation?

There are several definitions of globalization and several common opinions on it also. According to the BBC ‘Globalisation is the process by which the world is becoming increasingly interconnected as a result of massively increased trade and cultural exchange. Globalization has increased the production of goods and services. The biggest companies are no longer national firms but multinational corporations with subsidiaries in many countries.’ (BBC, 2020)
Although globalization has been taking place for hundreds of years on a small scale, the process has vastly increased over the last 50 years, the results of globalization for certain business mainly have been a huge breakthrough as its increased international trade and allowed companies to expand their business’ in more countries, resulting in them depending a lot more on the global economy and movements of capital, goods, and services which is a much easier process for other countries. Although globalization has no doubt connected the world and brought enormous amounts of wealth to many countries, there is still a huge gap between the poor and wealthier countries and some would even blame globalization for this as wealth is even more unevenly distributed throughout the world.
(BBC, 2020) 


Advantages of Globalization

It’s a common opinion that Globalisation is a positive action in the modern-day, It allows us to connect with the rest of the world more and allows us to travel more and experience other cultures and beliefs other than our own, however, this can also go the opposite way and result in communities and countries feeling disconnected from certain parts of the world.
A large business has prospered in the last 50 years especially since globalization happened on a larger scale, Business Giants such as McDonald's or Starbucks and major supermarkets have taken advantage of what globalization has to offer by expanding their empires and opening mass stores overseas, pulling in huge amounts of money every year and also making thousands of international jobs available for the locals and providing goods and services abroad.
Another Advantage of globalization would be the nation’s ability to pull resources and funds together for the greater good or to build resources to benefit everyone.
‘One of the best examples of globalization within our lifetime is the construction of the International Space Station. The cost to construct the ISS was $150 billion. Compared to the Mir station at $4.2 billion, the price tag is astronomical. When the first component for the ISS was launched in 1998, five different programs came together to join in ownership, cost, and operations. The United States, Russia, Canada, Europe, and Japan are all involved in the financing and continued operations of the program.’ (Ittana, 2020)
Improved global communication is another positive aspect of globalization. Countries with dictatorships and barbaric governments are now being priorities more by other nations to ensure the safety and wellbeing of their citizens and with border control becoming less strict and immigration being an option now people may feel safer and feel that there’s a way out and seek asylum in other countries.
Child and adult Labour rates have decreased since globalization began to happen on a wider scale, this is more than likely because borders are becoming less restrictive and people can now travel to take advantage of other opportunities around the world with higher national minimum wages and fewer work hours.
According to Ittana, ‘globalization encourages free trade because Borders create restrictions on the free flow of goods and services. One example of this issue is a duty and taxes paid on imported goods originating in the U.S. when purchased in Canada. These taxes apply to luxury items and other items of high value. HST in Canada may be collected at a rate of 13%. Canadians use shipping service receptacles at locations like Point Roberts, WA to get around this tax simply because the laws haven’t globalized like our access to goods.
There are currently over 1,500 different restrictions in place with the global import/export market right now.’
(Ittana, 2020)
One more advantage of globalization is the ability it has to help the world to progress on a much quicker scale, for example, a lot of countries had no internet access and very little technology, some still don’t but there’d no doubt that world news, outbreaks, global illness, etc will be much easier to find out about with the use of technology and internet access. It will also introduce newer technology and appliances and ideas to overseas countries which will lead to them progressing more and also lead to more job opportunities for people in other countries as it would be essential to open more factories, call centers, building firms, etc overseas in order to achieve this.
Education has massively advantaged from globalization, as there are now options available for students to study overseas and also for people to travel to more privileged countries with better education systems to study subjects they may not have had the opportunities to in their own countries. This also allows people to learn more about each other’s cultures and ways of life and can break the barriers between cultures and beliefs.
(Ittana, 2020)

Disadvantages of Globalisation

Globalization has many positive aspects and allows the world to communicate in all senses on a much larger scale. However, there are just as many disadvantages to it that can be specifically bad for certain individuals and communities, this is what causes the difference in opinion among the population.
1. Although the larger business’ has successfully used globalization to their advantage, this is thought to of had a huge negative impact on the smaller, family-run business’ due to the business giants moving into smaller communities with usually cheaper prices, more convenient store areas and more choice of products, smaller business’ may struggle to compete and stay afloat and eventually may have no choice but to close down.
2. Essentially, according to Forbes ‘The general complaint about globalization is that it has made the rich richer while making the non-rich poorer. “It is wonderful for managers, owners, and investors, but hell on workers and nature.”’ (Forbes, 2020) 
3. Although employment has certainly been hugely created in overseas countries, the more developed countries in the world are suffering from jobs being lost and transferred to overseas to lower-cost workers. According to Mike Collins from Forbes, ‘it is estimated that China alone has drained away at least 3.2 million jobs because the Chinese are willing to work for less’ (M Collins, 2020) and as a result of this process, workers in the more developed counties, such as the USA and UK face pay-cut demands from their employers who threaten to export their jobs, this has created a level of uncertainty and unsettlement for many middle-class workers.
4. Globalization has already had a negative effect on the environment, and this is only expected to get worse as time goes on. The reason for this is that more greenhouse gas emissions are being released into the environment with a serious increase in pollution due to more transport being used globally and more factories opening. More plastic and waste in entering the oceans due to higher production rates, despite some company’s efforts to make packaging recyclable, this hasn’t been overly successful on a world-wide scale yet and it’s the marine life who suffer from the man-made plastics. The planet's waters are slowly acidifying, which could lead to a serious decline in people’s health, and in return a huge strain on our health services. A lot of people die annually due to pollution rates and this is only expected to worsen if globalization carries on using the same methods it does now and of the public doesn’t attempt to reduce their carbon footprints and greenhouse gasses that are being released daily. (Vittana 2020)
5. Maintaining cultures is also becoming difficult to accomplish in modern-day, although it’s a breakthrough that people can now explore and appreciate each other cultures, It also slowly resulting in the loss of certain cultures and also changes the way individuals identify themselves, this could be positive or a negative. On one hand, it encouraged people to break out of the norm and explore themselves as individuals and challenge their past beliefs and cultures that were perhaps just drilled into them from birth by their families, but as a result of this, cultures may be lost along the way. (Vittana, 2020)

6. ‘The outcome of the Columbian Exchange was profound at the time. Over 90% of some population centers died because of their exposure to smallpox, chickenpox, and other diseases that the Europeans were somewhat immune to at the time. The Europeans brought back syphilis and other diseases as well. If global travel restricts eased, then issues with malaria and tropical disease could spread to portions of the world where exposures are minimal. Tuberculosis, certain influenza strains, and other communicable diseases could produce outbreaks at epidemic levels.’ (Vittana, 2020)
There are many other cons to globalization and a huge number of the population still think of it as a negative situation. It is unarguable that the world's resources and funds are still very unfairly distributed and for the poorer percent of the population, this has only worsened in recent years. An example of this, is third world countries and people living in the lowest levels of poverty have seen next to no improvement in their situations due to the structural inequalities that exist around the world.

Poverty and Third- world countries

Poverty is at large on a worldwide scale. Although poverty rates are certainly much worse in certain parts of the world than others, it is happening everywhere on different scales. Poverty is a lack of resources such as a place to reside, food, water, clothes, access to health care and education, etc due to certain individuals not being financially able to afford them. Additionally, poverty isn’t just a lack of materials but also a state of mind which calls lead to a state of feeling insecure and deprived, which in return has a serious effect on anyone who’s living in poverty’s emotional state and well-being. Poverty isn’t always how some may think, it is not just third world countries who suffer from poverty, low-income households in more developed countries are also considered to be living in poverty, anyone who is unable to acquire essentials and services without further help is living in poverty. 
It is a state of deprivation and insecurity. Poverty can also mean deprivation in the well-being of an individual and comprises many dimensions. It includes but not limited to low incomes and the inability to acquire the basic goods and services necessary for survival with dignity. livelihoods; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack of access to education and other basic services inadequate housing; unsafe environments and social discrimination and exclusion. There are two types of poverty- absolute and relative poverty. (UK essays, 2017)
‘Primary poverty is defined as a situation where income is insufficient to meet basic needs – even if every penny is spent wisely.
Secondary poverty is defined as a situation where the money is misspent on luxuries – leaving insufficient disposable income to buy necessities.
Joseph Rowntree in his ground-breaking study “Poverty: a study of Town Life” (1899) investigated living conditions in York and found 24% of the population were living in primary poverty. His detailed methodology showed that poverty was due to insufficient income and not due to the extravagance of spending often attributed to poverty by the Victorians.’ (T. Pettinger, 2020)



How does Globalisation affect Poverty?

There are several popular opinions on whether globalization has a positive or negative effect on poverty and the world's poor. Globalization has undoubtedly decreased poverty rates on a world-wide scale, as more countries involve themselves in the global economy, however it is argued that global wealth is still extremely unequally distributed. Countries that have become a part of globalization can trade their goods and services freely throughout the world which has led to a more increased division of labor and a higher economic growth
In 2011 Yale Global reported:
‘Today, we estimate that approximately 820 million people are living on less than $1.25 a day. This means that the prime target of the Millennium Development Goals… was probably achieved around three years ago. Large numbers of people have been raised out of extreme poverty over the past few decades, particularly in India, China, and Indonesia. Bardhan states,
Between 1981 and 2001 the percentage of rural people living on less than $1 a day decreased from 79 to 27 percent in China, 63 to 42 percent in India, and 55 to 11 percent in Indonesia.’
(The Institute for faith, work & economics, 2018)
Although a lot of opinions are certainly biased, it is unarguable that globalization has both increased and reduced world inequality, it all depends on where you’re referring to. In some countries, it helped people living in poverty tremendous amounts, whereas in others its had the complete opposite effect. Ironically, inequality/poverty has been vastly increasing in rich nations, with middle-class citizens suffering while poor residents in the developing world have managed to edge their way into the middle-class income category.
‘Nancy Birdsall, a veteran development scholar and senior fellow at the Centre for Global Development in Washington explain how both things came to be true.
This is how Birdsall explains the diverging but related trends:
The opening of markets, since about 1990, has created and inspired a new, small but growing and forward-looking, middle class in the developing world, still relatively poor compared to the middle class in the West, but enjoying the kind of material security and sense of good prospects for their children associated with the idea of the postwar Western middle class. During the same period, the larger (and still far richer) middle class in the West has declined in size, and the prevailing mood among many of its members is one of anxiety and pessimism about their prospects including those of their children. It does not help that their social standing at home has also declined, with the emergence of a new wealthy ‘elite’ with global connections and ‘globalist’ attitudes.’ (da Costa, P. N, 2017)
This means that it is no longer just the worlds poorest countries’ citizens who are suffering from living in poverty, it is also the richer countries of the world too, so although globalization is reducing poverty in those countries, it is increasing the poverty levels in richer places and this could lead to poverty increasing on a world-wide scale in future. ‘According to UN-Habitat, it is estimated that approximately 1 billion people live in slums in the cities of the world, that’s approximately 1 in every 6 people on the planet.’ (Global issues, 2011)
However, there has been a success for people living in these areas also with the numbers reducing by roughly a tenth in recent years, mainly in China and India but plenty of problems are still showing through the cracks.
While there have been some successes in reducing the number of people living in such areas in recent years by about a tenth (mostly in China and India), numerous problems persist.
Some of the other findings the 2008/2009 UN-Habitat reported included that
· Some 3 million people per week were added to cities in the developing world.
· Some American cities are as unequal as African and Latin American cities. For example, New York was found to be the 9th most unequal in the world while Atlanta, New Orleans, Washington, and Miami had similar inequality levels to those of Nairobi, Kenya Abidjan, and Ivory Coast.
· The ethnic race is one of the most important factors determining levels of inequality in the US and Canada. For example, The life expectancy of African-Americans in the US is about the same as that of people living in China and some states of India, even though the US is far richer than the other two countries.
· India was becoming more unequal as a direct result of economic liberalization and globalization.
· The most unequal cities were in South Africa and Namibia and Latin America.
· Beijing was now the most egalitarian city in the world, just ahead of cities such as Jakarta in Indonesia and Dire Dawa in Ethiopia.
· Europe was found to be generally more egalitarian than other continents. Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, and Slovenia were classed as the most equal countries while Greece, the UK, and Spain were among the most unequal.
(Global Issues, 2011)





Conclusion

In conclusion to this essay, globalization has caused mixed opinions worldwide, which is to be expected due to the severity of certain situations occurring in response to it. Globalization has no doubt led to many positive outcomes regarding the worlds poverty levels and is predicted to continue to do so, it has had many negative side effects for certain parts of the world also but it is now an essential part of everyday life and allows the world to become more connected and in balance with each other. It’s had great outcomes for educational purposes, mixed outcomes for cultural beliefs but still given people the ability to learn and connect more with other cultures. Globalization has also been a huge help in introducing technology to other countries and give people opportunities to better themselves by being able to travel and live in foreign, more developed countries. There will probably always be disadvantages that follow the advantages but it seems that some may have to take the good with the bad.
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