Support Paper- Sarah Everard 

Throughout this support paper it will discuss who is Sarah Everard, what happened to her. It will also portray how this major event affected the community, world, and most of all women. 

Sarah Everard was a 33-year-old woman who lived in Brixton, south London. Sarah was walking home from a friend’s house in Clapman which is south London on the 3rd of march she was abducted by a man called Wayne Couzens. Couzens didn’t plan who he was going to kidnap but he planned to attack someone (BBC News, 2021).

Couzens had planned the whole attack out, a few days previous to the attack he booked a hire car, which he used for the abduction. Couszens had the drove to Kent, it was here where he then raped and murdered Sarah Everard, by strangling her with his police belt. The next day he then bought petrol to burn Sarah body in a fridge. He also bought rubber bags to throw the remaining of Sarah Everards body into a pond (BBC News, 2021).

The effect this had on the public was massive, for example, 1 in 10 (10%) would be less likely to report a sexual assault to the police following the Sarah Everard case. This suggests there’s an impact on women feeling like they cannot report their crimes as they will not be believed or listened to (End Violence Against Women,2021).
The home sedentary announced £5 million in funding to keep women safe for example this could be, street lighting, this can make it brighter for women and to make them feel safer than if it was dark. Women may have opted to taking public transport home then walking in the dark (End Violence Against Women,2021). 
CCTV, this can also make women feel more comfortable knowing they are being recorded, to prevent men from approaching them, as the male may know that they will be caught by the CCTV (End Violence Against Women,2021). 
They also announced £27 million to recruit advisers to support victims, for example, the strategy of the pilot of an online tool called “street safe” which you can report a location where you felt unsafe (The Conversation, 2021).
More than half (65%) feel that the government should do more to make women feel safer where they live. This suggest that more than half believe that this should be resolved to make women and girls feel safer in world (End Violence Against Women,2021).
76% of women and 71% all off adults polled they think the culture of policing must change to better respond to violence against women and girls (End Violence Against Women,2021). This can impact the police as they don’t have the communities trust or belief in them (National Police Chiefs Council, 2021). This can impact the police as they will have the lack of community support and lack of people reporting crimes (National Police Chiefs Council, 2021).
The End Violence Against Women Coalition commissioned nationwide research (End Violence Against Women,2021) shows that 47% women and 40% of men reported a declining trust in the police following the rape and murder of Sarah Everard by the serving metropolitan police officer Wayne counzens (End Violence Against Women,2021). This caused a major outrage across the UK, not just over the police officer using his powers but abducting a woman from the street, and then murdering her and the fact he was a police officer at all (End Violence Against Women,2021). This made the public question their vetting, screening, and police officers training (End Violence Against Women,2021). 
A woman is killed by a man every 3 days (LSE,2021), in 2020, there was 52,220 rapes recorded by the police in England and Wales but only 834 which is a 1.6% resulted in a charge (LSE,2021). This suggest that the police don’t take rape seriously and can affect an individual who has been raped, they may feel like they can’t report their crime as they won’t be believed. Or they may go to court and then the rapist will be charged with not guilty (Police.UK,2023). This could massively impact a woman’s mental health and well-being, for example 40% of women suffer with serve mental illness are victims of rape or attempted rape (University of London, 2014).
80 Police officers across 22 police forces in England and Wales had faced disciplinary action for inappropriate sexual contact with suspects, victims, or witnesses since 2018 and 100 police officers in England and Wales faced criminal charges over the last 12 months which included sexual chargers (Politics Home, 2023). This shows that police do not take rape crimes seriously. Men are more likely to do it because they know they will get away with it and will repeat to do so. The police even close cases for the lack of evidence (Politics Home, 2023).

Throughout this support paper it discusses the effects Sarah Everard case had on the community for women and the world. It shows above that 1 in 10 (10%) have a declining trust in the police and feel like they cannot report their crimes as they will not be taken seriously (End Violence Against Women,2021). 47% of men also have had a declining trust in the police since the Sarah Everard case (End Violence Against Women,2021). This paper showed that many police officer uses their powers to use this against members of the public, 80 police officer in 2018 were caught for inappropriate action with victims or witnesses (Politics Home, 2023). Overall, this shows that the police do not take rape crime seriously and many males get away with rape cases, 52,220 were reported but only 834 were charged (LSE,2021).
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