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Essay

Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing
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[bookmark: _Toc129354991]Introduction 
In recent years, officials have paid more attention to evidence-based enforcement. Typically, evidence-based policing refers to police procedures that are supported by empirical data to maximize effectiveness. The classical school had a major impact on modern jurisprudence, which owes a lot to its reliance on the American Bill of Rights guarantees of due process and human rights as well as its presumption of reason. The main concern of evidence-based policing is data that aids in decision-making because the phrase "evidence-based policing" refers to police strategies and tactics that are informed by scientific evidence of efficacy. This article tries to make traditional criminology more understandable to support enforcement that is supported by facts. The ideas and principles of enforcement will be used to analyse violence as a selected crime activity. 
[bookmark: _Toc129354992]Discussion
The classical criminological perspective clarifies crime by characterizing it as the outcome of an individual's free will (Popa, 2022). The application of the pain-pleasure idea and criminal activity are related. This theory holds that people typically act in ways that lessen discomfort while boosting happiness. In most criminal cases, the decision to perpetrate the crime was made deliberately and of free will by the actor. We now have a clear understanding of criminal behaviour and its appropriate punishments thanks to the ground-breaking contributions of Jeremy Bentham and Cesare Beccaria, who are acknowledged as the founders of classical criminology. The classical approach implies that people are hedonistic in their pursuit of pleasure and averse to suffering when applied to criminal behaviour. Beccaria and Bentham drew inspiration from social contract theories, which contend that individuals voluntarily trade some of their freedom for the safety of their interests. The law, therefore, served as a weapon for upholding social order by stifling the hedonistic tendencies of a population that was predisposed to crime to further their own self-interest. The objective was to create a system of justice that was transparent, rational, and equitable for all parties, with penalties that were reasonable for the offense, swiftly applied, and easily understood. 

According to Bruinsma (2018), classicists believe that people are hedonistic and will go to any lengths to maximize their own enjoyment and minimize their own suffering. The best way to decrease criminal activity, according to classicists, is to make it more likely that offenders will be discovered and punished (Ranasinghe, 2022). The utilitarian beliefs of Bentham, who was concerned with the welfare of society as a whole and believed that punishments involving the infliction of suffering had to be justified in terms of the greater good, underlie his addition to "classical" theory. The central idea of Bentham's writings was that people should act in a manner that gives them the most pleasure while causing them the least suffering. (The pleasure-pain principle). According to Bentham's theory, criminal behaviour is motivated by a desire to gain new experiences, money, love, or other personal needs.

Crime is a fascinating topic because, in many ways, it symbolizes the opposite side of charity. This is especially true if we define criminal behaviour as any action done by a person to obtain something of value from another person through coercion, fraud, or stealth. Think about this. The importance of altruism in extensive social encounters between strangers has been discussed. Criminality is a quality or state, either as an individual or collectively. There are certain traits that criminals have in common (Draca et al., 2019). Various criminal justice ideas are based on various assumptions about what it means to be a human. The victim(s) of a crime may sustain physical and mental harm, lose money, and deal with social repercussions like family conflict. Crimes are any actions or inactions that harm another person. A criminal wrong is committed when an offense is committed. Every crime is done in rem, or against the entire cosmos (White et al., 2019).

However, there are several evidence-based policing strategies that enable law enforcement organizations to take wise, fact-based, and tactically sound choices. The most popular versions are SARA, Hotspot, ATLAS, and POP. A feasibility study for a suggested technique serves as the basis for a proof of concept (PoC). It is a technique for demonstrating a product or service's potential in particular situations. The SARA Model approaches policing as a problem-solving strategy, which is evident in its focus on analysis and study that results in customized solutions. This model is helpful for determining the effectiveness of the response as well. Four stages make up the model: scanning, analysis, reaction, and evaluation. As an illustration, the first phase effectively carries out a scan and pinpoints the problem in terms of the violent crime that was selected. (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). This necessitates the use of pertinent data from other sources, including feedback from the public, the neighbourhood, and the police. At this point, we examine the offender and any additional contextual elements that might have influenced the violent behaviour of the offender. According to Krupar (2020), a variety of factors, including abusive parenting, genetics, media violence, and other issues, add to aggressive behaviour. The research part of the model is where the fundamental causes of issues are further explored. It is the duty of police officers to constantly look for effective and dependable solutions to problems. Law enforcement organizations must, however, shift into reaction mode by using enforcement once problem-solving initiatives have started. The DASH model, which helps with risk assessment and management, is the police go-to reaction to domestic abuse and harassment, according to Mitchell and Huey (2018). This helps the police make an arrest and apply the most suitable laws, which eventually results in a harsher sentence. The evaluation that follows the plan's conclusion focuses on determining how successful the police department's response was. 

According to Sidebottom and Tilley (2019), classical criminology can be used to effectively describe the SARA model and comprehend its motivations. The use of traditional criminology concepts like hedonism, human rights, punishment, and reason strengthens the SARA model's objectives of the suspect analysis, finding rational actors, and tracing crimes to their causes. As a result, the SARA evidence-based policing model offers a suitable framework for determining and examining the root causes of a wide variety of intricate mechanisms and problems, as well as for developing targeted interventions to address them. The model's weakness, according to McGuire et al. (2021), is the oversimplification of the procedure that results in the police reaction plan. 

Another subject of research is the evidence-based Hotspot method of surveillance. Hotspot enforcement is a widely used strategy for concentrating efforts and resources in areas with high rates of violent and property crimes, according to a study by Ariel (2018). The tactic highlights the fact that rather than spreading throughout the entire area, lawlessness is more likely to be localized in certain areas. One of the main objectives of Hotspot initiatives and resources, which are usually focused on preventing street crime in specific locations, is to lower overall crime rates. It has also been demonstrated that hotspot policing lowers crime and violence. According to Baldwin-Edwards et al., (2019), focusing on uniformed officers conducting high-visibility 15-minute patrols in high-crime areas has effectively reduced violent crime by 74%. The Essex police have spent the last three days concentrating on approximately 20 separate locations in Southend at various times. The Hotspot enforcement program directly contributed to a 31.9% decrease in violent and street crime (Szantoi et al, 2021). Once Hotspot enforcement had successfully reduced crime and violent behaviour in one area, police planned to roll it out to additional high-crime areas. According to traditional criminology, criminal behaviour is discouraged when the offender believes that committing the crime will result in more bad outcomes than positive ones. From a traditional standpoint, Hotspot policing makes sense because it makes punishments more unpleasant while lowering the likelihood that the perpetrator will find any enjoyment in them. The evidence points to the effectiveness of Hotspot policing in reducing criminal behaviour. One advantage of Hotspot enforcement, according to Caplan and Kennedy (2019), is that police are more visible, which deters criminal activity. The shortcomings of this evidence-based strategy cause harm and expose the targeted group to a particular territorial stigma. It may also weaken locals' sense of social control and instil dread in them. 

Moyo (2020) also asserted that the fast growth of policing contributed to a greater awareness of police practices, which in turn facilitated the development of the Triple T model of policing. The first part of the model focuses on evidence-based targeting, which makes it easier to compare and rank the degree of harm usually connected to people, places, times, and situations that the police can effectively address. The emphasis on targeting is since research is used to identify crime and disorder. The police pick high-priority targets for testing, putting them through a series of experiments to see which strategies work best in lowering crime and other forms of harm. Testing is the next stage of the strategy. The third and last step of the triple T model, tracking, allows decision-makers to monitor the success of their initiatives and the public's perception of the police by keeping an eye on the tried-and-true methods that have been shown to yield reliable internal results (Paudel, 2020). According to the rational choice theory in criminology, individuals commit crimes because they use cognitive processes that let them weigh the benefits and drawbacks of doing so.

 According to the theory, which is consistent with individual preferences, crime has more detrimental impacts than positive ones on society. The Triple T approach, however, has been applied to policing with success and is helpful in addressing gun violence. Police have turned to tried-and-true techniques like frisking and stopping people with handguns to improve visibility and patrol time in high-crime areas and to respect the locals (Sherman, 2022). GPS and other monitoring technologies can be used to keep an eye on police and criminal behaviour. The model's thorough examination of crime and associated bad behaviours is another one of its strong points. To understand criminal behaviour, the model considers not only the individual but also the society and broader social context. The model's weakness, however, is that it concentrates too intently on the issue's surface symptoms rather than its fundamental causes. 

One of the major problems with classical criminology is that it overstates the influence of punishments on people's behaviour. Deterrence in criminal justice is ineffective because there is little chance of being captured. However, despite having much less biological evidence to support it, classical education has been shown to be successful in reducing crime rates, acting as a deterrent, and effectively containing those who rebel against the status quo. By showing offenders that they cannot act in a way that maximizes pleasure and minimizes pain if doing so would mean breaking the law, the classical model successfully illustrates to offenders that the pleasure they would experience is outweighed by the punishment they would face (Moyo, 2020). Any sane individual would not act on their thoughts of criminal behaviour because the goal of laws is to deter criminal activity. Therefore, the evidence-based models offer sufficient information and support understanding of enforcement and the related decision-making domains. 
[bookmark: _Toc129354993]Conclusion
As a result of this investigation, a more thorough grasp of traditional criminology and evidence-based enforcement were both revealed. To decrease crime in the country, it is evident that criminals must feel less pleasure from their criminal activity and more fear of the police. The Triple T model, SARA, and other evidence-based strategies have produced enough data to successfully lower violent crime across the country. 
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