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The United Nations (UN) held the first international summit on global development and the environment in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. It was an international effort to draw up strategies and action plans to create a more sustainable global pattern of development. Since this date there have been annual UN climate change summits. The Rio+20 summit in 2012 created a more comprehensive action plan with practical, clear measures to achieving sustainable development. In 2015, the Agenda 2030 was agreed by world leaders and seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were set to help the countries of the world to achieve these goals
This global agenda succeeds the strictly development-focused scope of the Millennium Development Goals, which steered all development-related actions from 2000 to 2015. Between 1 January 2016 and 31 December 2030, all countries have the duty to realise all 17 SDGs. (What is it? – SDG Toolkit, 2022).
All member states of the UN follow the SDGs as a route to achieving sustainable development in their country, but it is also a global collective effort by all UN members to make the world a better place for all people living in it “By adopting the 2030 Agenda, Member States have committed to leave no one behind in their implementation of the SDGs.” (United Nations, 2022).
In the words of Nelson Mandela “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world” (Mandela, 1990). To realise sustainable global change people must be educated. The Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) is built into every part of school education to help the young people of the world develop the skills and thinking needed to become effective, proactive, ethical global citizens. In Wales the Welsh Government defines ESDGC as “education that will prepare young people for life in the 21st century.” (Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, 2008). It is recognised in the Agenda 2030 that African countries like Ethiopia are among the world’s most disadvantaged “the specific needs of vulnerable countries, including African countries” (United Nations, 2022). The Agenda 2030 pledges that these needs “be addressed, so that each of them can enjoy sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and social progress.” (United Nations, 2022).
Ethiopia has a population of approximately 115,000 and is the second most populated country in Africa. Ethiopia is “Africa's oldest independent country” (BBC, 2022). Ethiopia has never been colonised and was the African symbol of independence throughout the years that other parts of Africa were colonised. It is a country that has been blighted by a history of famine, droughts and civil war.  Ethiopia’s Head of State is Sahle-Work Zewde, Ethiopia's first woman president who promised to make gender equality a reality when she was sworn in. Ethiopia is also one of the poorest countries, in both Africa and the world
In 2001 Ethiopia qualified for debt relief under the Highly Indebted Poor Countries initiative of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank, and in 2005 Ethiopia was one of several countries that benefited from 100 percent debt relief of loans from the IMF, the World Bank, and the African Development Bank. (Mehretu, 2022).
However, according to 2020 data from the World Bank, Ethiopia’s GDP growth stands at 6.1 whilst the United Kingdom’s is –9.4 (GDP growth (annual %) - Ethiopia, United Kingdom | Data, 2020). Both countries’ GDP has fallen, possibly from the effects of Covid 19, but interestingly Ethiopia is faring far better economically than the United Kingdom considering it is regarded as one of the world’s poorest countries. Much of Ethiopia’s economy depends on agriculture and this can be badly affected by droughts and freak flash floods. There is food poverty amongst the poorest Ethiopians due to high food prices 
more farmers are making good incomes from their farm produce, yet many people in Ethiopia today are unable to afford basic necessities like food due to the high prices (Major problems facing Ethiopia today, 2022).
The education provision in Ethiopia, in 2018, was noted as poor, “the country’s education system remains underdeveloped and plagued by low participation rates and quality problems” (Trines, 2018). The World Bank noted that for most of the 20th century due to famine, humanitarian crisis and armed conflict, Ethiopia was “one of the most educationally disadvantaged countries in the world” (The World Bank, 2013).
One of the objectives of Ethiopia’s education policies is to
create a mechanism by which teachers, professionals from major organizations of development, and beneficiaries participate in the preparation implementation and evaluation of the curriculum. (Education and Training Policy, 1994).
However, in 2015, many educators considered Ethiopia’s government a dictatorship that was not allowing teachers, pupils and their parents to have any input into their education “the education system is being used to inculcate party ideology, terrorise the young generation, and suppress freedom of thinking.” (The Elephant in the Room, 2015). Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed argues that
Any situation in which some individuals prevent others from engaging in the process of inquiry is one of violence. The means used are not important; to alienate human beings from their own decision-making is to change them into objects. (Freire, 2005). 
This is in stark contrast to the Ethiopian education and training policy which states that one of its objectives is “to provide education that can produce citizens who stand for democratic unity, liberty, equality, dignity, and justice, and who are endowed with moral values.” (Education and Training Policy, 1994). These policy aspirations are similar to the Welsh Government’s New Curriculum for Wales 2022 aims to produce “ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world” (Education and Skills, 2020). This shows that both countries are following the frameworks of ESDGC and SDGs in their education provision.
Ethiopia was one of the founding members of the United Nations and with the help of the UN it is working hard to achieve the goals of SDGs and Agenda 2030 
the Government of Ethiopia is currently formulating a 10-year perspective development plan for the period 2019/20 to 2029/30 which is fully aligned to the 2030 agenda and SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals, 2022). 
The UNCRC is widely used in education throughout its member countries. All schools in Wales promote the rights and responsibilities children have to the UNCRC and many schools engage in the Rights Respecting School Awards to further engage children with the UNCRC 
The UK Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF UK) works with schools in the UK to create safe and inspiring places to learn, where children are respected, their talents are nurtured and they are able to thrive. Our Rights Respecting Schools Award embeds these values in daily school life and gives children the best chance to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active citizens. (UNICEF UK, 2022).
The Welsh government has placed the UNCRC at the heart of all its law making “In 2011 Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of its domestic law.” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2022). The Welsh government is fully committed to the UNCRC and as well as considering it in law making it ensures that it is fully promoted through education 
Children’s rights are already enshrined in Welsh law under Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 - underlining Wales’ commitment to children’s rights and the UNCRC. (Policy and Strategy, 2019).
However, it seems that in Africa, even though they have created their own version of the UNCRC, the ACERWC, it is not fully promoted or publicised 
Children generally do not know about the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. They do not know that the South African Government has certain responsibilities to ensure that the African Children’s Charter is implemented. (Montsho, 2017).
The UN works heavily with African countries to support them with funding, programmes and guidance and it seems that the ACERWC is Africa’s way of appeasing the UN by having a version of the UNCRC that it would appear is not being utilised as it should be. 
The idea of children having rights is viewed as revolutionary. Children have been presumed to lack the capacity of adults and be under the control of their parents. It is argued that at times, parental control and protection for the child could at times be harmful and in some cases be oppressive to children. (Ekundayo, 2022).
Much of the wording of the ACERWC is very similar to the UNCRC however there are many references to the importance of the family, the hierarchy, discipline, mutual respect, the African cultures and traditions, religion, their heritage and the history of Africa which play as much importance in the charter as the rights. The UNCRC is very much worded around the rights and does not pay much consideration to the extras that the African people hold as important.
the child occupies a unique and privileged position in the African society and that for the full and harmonious development of his personality. the child should grow up in a family environment in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding (ACERWC, p.2. 2018).
African children growing up in the heart of their loving families satisfies parts of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Theory – they may want for material needs but many Westernised children grow up the other way round as they have all the material needs but often lack the family love and nurture. Westernised children may have the better education, but African children learn from their elders, what Vygotsky would consider the more knowledgeable other (MKOs). 
Ethiopia’s education system grew quickly after the Derg were overthrown in 1991 and “elementary education, for instance, jumped from only 29 percent in 1989 to 86 percent in 2015.” (UIS Statistics, 2022). whilst education in Ethiopia is free the quality of teaching is poor, and the uptake is low 
“The education system in Ethiopia is less than satisfactory and while it is free and compulsory, only 60 percent of children are enrolled in full-time education.” (Boyle, 2016).
Article 28 (1a) of the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) relates to the child’s right to a free primary education. However, as previously stated, African countries created their own version of the UNCRC because they did not consider it specific enough for their young people, their traditions and culture. The wording is identical to the UNCRC in Article 11 of the ACERWC) “3 (a) provide free and compulsory basic education” (ACERWC, p.7. 2018).
Since 2004 education in Ethiopia has received funding from the Global Partnership in Education (GPE) in the form of grants intended to improve the level of education. To date they have received funding totalling $548,450,400 from GPE. “Previous GPE funding has significantly improved education in Ethiopia. Now, each child in education has a textbook, and 60 percent of schools were inspected in 2015.” (Boyle, 2016). 
Unicef are helping education in Ethiopia by strengthening engagement in early years education as they believe that “the basis to a skilled society lies in the early years.” (Learning and development, 2022). 48 per cent of Ethiopia’s population comprises of children and young people and they state that “Ethiopia can lift itself out of poverty by ensuring children have access to quality education.” (Learning and development, 2022). Unicef are also helping the education system in Ethiopia to improve by making it easier to access education, improving the quality of education, making life skills education available, supporting gender clubs and engaging communities to support education for girls.The United Nations GirlUp campaign helps girls in Ethiopia to access education and it “provides Ethiopian girls with school materials, solar lamps to study at night, toilets and access to water, but it also provides scholarships for girls to attend school.” (Gillespie, 2018).
There is a gender divide in the number of pupils attending school in Ethiopia and this is due to girls being needed to work in the home and provide childcare for siblings. “Approximately 2.6 million children of primary school age are not in school, of which 43 percent are boys and 57 percent girls.” (Learning and development, 2022). Another of Ethiopia’s education policies states “Kindergarten will focus on all round development of the child in preparation for formal schooling.” (Education and Training Policy,1994). However, more must be done to improve attendance at schools if there are 2.6 million Ethiopian primary aged children not in school. Other reasons that girls do not attend school include early marriage and pregnancy so many girls do not complete their education “Only 17 percent of women are literate, whereas 42 percent of men can read and write.” (Gillespie, 2018). It seems that Ethiopia’s education board have a long way to go to realising another of their education policies “To gear education towards reorienting society's attitude and value pertaining to the role and contribution of women in development.” (Education and Training Policy,1994). Article 11 (3e) of the ACERWC makes specific reference to girls “take special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community.” (ACERWC, p.6. 2018). The UNCRC would not make specific reference to just girls because this would be deemed as sexist and unacceptable, however, it shows that there is still a long way to go in Africa with regards to their views of women's roles in society. A study by Unicef shows  
over the last 16 years, Ethiopia has made significant progress on several dimensions of gender equality and women’s empowerment although disparities between rural and urban areas and across regions have persisted.  Progress also remains slow on women’s educational, economic and inter-personal/familial empowerment. (Unicef, 2020).
This study shows there are some positive results coming out of Ethiopia’s efforts to improve their education system and to educate their children as global citizens. The study goes on to say that children who are born and brought up by empowered mothers will be better educated, and benefit from better health, care and protection.
To conclude Ethiopia is working hard to fulfil the Agenda 2030 requirements but it needs huge investment in the form of funding from the World Bank, USAID, the UN and other charities. There is evidence, as seen with the increase in their GDP, that Ethiopia’s economic growth and trade, SDGs 8 and 9 are developing and improving 
The Ethiopian Government has developed comprehensive agricultural and economic development plans that have contributed to the country’s substantial growth in agriculture, industry and services sectors.
This growing success will improve their independence and eventually their reliance on funding. This success also means they are working towards SDGs 1 and 2 as they are producing food to feed their people as well as to export. With regards to their education system again there is evidence of improvement
In the last two decades, Ethiopia has made impressive development gains in the education sector. Today, over 18 million children are enrolled at the primary level with a net enrollment rate of 100 percent. (Gender equality and women empowerment in Ethiopia, 2020).
However, this success has compromised quality of teaching and put a strain on the school system to accommodate the increase in students. There also needs to be more investment in schools in rural areas as children in rural areas cannot easily access schools. 
“Despite recent efforts by the Government to address this gap, the status of women remains a major obstacle to progress on the SDGs.” (UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION FRAMEWORK 2020 - 2025, 2022). There have been policies and strategies implemented to improve the lives of girls and women and to reduce the gender inequality, SDGs 5 and 10, but there is a strong culture in Africa that believe that women are not equal, and this will take a long time and much education to bring equality for women. Possibly when there are more jobs available in Ethiopia there will be pressure for the men to work and the women to stay home. Overall, Ethiopia is working hard to become sustainable, global citizens and deserve all the support they are getting from the rest of the world. Other countries have had their industrial revolutions with no thought for the costs to the planet, it’s resources or the future world and generations. It is only fair that Ethiopia and other third world countries receive all the help they need to improve their countries and their people's lives and futures in a sustainable, globally conscious way so that collectively the people of the world can work together to protect the world.
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