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1st Session: 
When I entered my first, I wasn't sure what song I was going to choose. I had a few ideas in my mind but had no set plan. There were three songs that it was between, I got a few different sounds down and saw what I liked most. When I came down to it, I chose to do the song ‘loves not a competition’ by the Kaiser chiefs. I chose this song as it was a big song that I grew up with therefore knew the lyrics making it easy to sing along to for me. It is also a good and easy song to learn for my guitar, bass and drum players. In this first session I got a few things down for the guitar but was mainly just to get a feel for the song more than anything else. I recorded the two main guitar riffs. One of which runs through the whole song and the other which is just used as specific parts the add more to the song. When recording these I plugged them into the amps and positioned the mics in front of them. The mic I used was the SM57. I used this mic as I only needed to capture the sound directly where the pic was pointing. This mic made it easy to do so and it gave me a good solid sound and made it sound like I desired it too. By the time I had finished getting some sounds for my guitars and seeing what I liked I didn’t have time to test the bass and drums so had to wait till next time to see what sort of sounds I like and what fits in nicely. 

2nd Session: 
The second session was a lot easier to get in and going as I had more of an idea of what I was doing, regarding getting all my instruments set up with microphones and finding gains so it was easier to just start going and getting some tracks down. My main idea was to get the bass down in this session and add it to the guitars that I had from my previous session. I started off trying the same method as the guitars with the SM57 in front of the amp, however the sound that came out wasn’t quite there. I tried a few other things like changing mics using an AKG C451B but still didn’t find the right sound. Finally, we tried putting the bass directly into the system, this we found better and easier to use as we could do everything right in front us and gave us a sound which we preferred. Because of the result we got with the bass we then tried to see if we would prefer the guitars using this method. We did this and compared them to the recordings from the first session. The main guitar which runs throughout the tract didn’t improve so we kept that one as is. However, with the secondary guitar we found the sound came out better, so we re-recorded that part and replaced the one from the first session with that one. Even though we had to record somethings I came out of this session feeling better about the song and like it was well on the way to becoming something. It was also helpful to learn about using a direct input to record things and it is good in some instances like with my bass and one of my guitars, however it isn't always better so it is good to try different mics and ways of recording before settling with one. It also showed and taught me not to rush things and to try different things as I might get a new vibe that I might not have gone for in the first place but ultimately find better than my original idea.  

3rd Session: 
The third session was the turn of drums. As guitars are the main instruments and make up most of the song, I felt it better to get them down before attempting the drums. In ‘loves not a competition’ drums are more of a supporting act rather than anything else with the guitars and vocals doing majority of the work. Nevertheless, they are still part of the song and make it what it is. As it is a lesser instrument not all of it is used, only the kick, snare and crash are used meaning I only used four different mics for it. One for the kick, two for the snare and one as an overhead to help catch the crash and anything that might have been missed by the other mics. For the kick I used a D112 positions on a small stand aimed right at the middle of the drum to capture the big hit that a kick drum creates. For the snare I used to mics in different positions one to catch the sound from the top and one to get the sound from the bottom. Although they were in different positions, I used SM57 to record both as the can be pointed in a specific direction picking up only the sound, I want it to. The final mic I used for the drums is an AKG 414 to pick up the crash. As I didn’t use the drums that much when making this track, I didn’t learn a massive amount, however it was good to help me get used to using different type of mics and what they are good at on different microphones.  

4th Session: 
The final session was used for my vocals and to finish any other recordings that needed rerecording. I did the vocals myself, so it was useful to see what the recording process is like on the other side of things as I had other people play the guitar, bass and drums for me. This was relatively easy for me as like I said at the beginning it is a song which I grew up, so I knew the lyrics and the tune in which they fit with the song. I deliberately left the singing till last, so I had everything else recorded and was just the lyrics to sing along to the already recorded song making it very easy. I used an AKG to record it and set it the mono setting so that it recorded everything in front of it which in this instance was me. I also used a pop shield to stop any unnecessary noise from my moth hitting the mic. 

Mixing: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Now that everything had been recorded it was a case of putting everything together and making it sound good. This took a little bit of time as I had to move things around and EQ a few things to make sure that it sounded up to standard. With the vocals I put a flex pitch just to help add that bit of extra help to make it sound better than just my plain voice. I also added extra layers of singing on certain parts to give it more emphasis on certain notes and words. I also added the secondary guitar in parts that it wasn’t recorded in. I cut it up into smaller parts and added the smaller parts into different parts of the song to give it a more well-rounded sound. With the drums I EQ the snare to take out some of the bottom but not too much to as it would start to sound like a beach ball if I did so. I also moved some parts of the song around which I didn’t like or liked and wanted to extend for instance at the end of the song I left the singing on its own and ended the guitar early to make it sound like the song had a proper ending.  

Conclusion: 
All in all, I think for a first song it has come out quite nice. Yes, it does sound like a first song and I would like to come back to it as some point when I have more knowledge of different techniques with using mics and mixing. However, I feel as though I have learnt an exponential amount when it comes to recording and mixing. For instance, which mics to use and where like when I recorded my guitar the first time then came back to it and recorded it by putting it directly into the system to get a different, but in my opinion, better sound which suited the song more. Or seeing wat the difference a pop shield makes when recording vocals. All the little things that I have learnt while making this song add up to an immeasurable amount of knowledge that I will take with me into to future recordings. The mixing as well learning how to chop and change bits I didn’t and didn’t like and EQ drums to get the perfect sound. To sum up the whole experience of recording although the song maybe isn't incredible the knowledge and experience that I have gained from it makes up for any short fallings.      
   
                      
 

