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The poster I'm reviewing, is titled ‘The Secret of Success’ and displays answers to the
guestion “What are the main reasons for success?” from three different economic
levels, Rich, Middle Class and Poor. The message that this poster is trying to convey
is that based on a person’s socio-economic status, their views on the reasons for
success reflect that. This is most evident in the noticeable difference in the highest
values on the graph, ‘Hard work’ for rich people and ‘Connections to the right
people’ is the main reason in the eyes of those designated as poor, implying that
either poor people need to change their outlook on life or that rich people are
unaware of the impact of their connections.

A major part of any visual display is making sure that appropriate colours are used,
this is for a few reasons, the most notable of these being any accommodations for
colour blindness and even more important is making full use of colour theory.

In regards to making accommodations for colour blindness, this poster does okay at
making accommodations for some types of colour blindness but it fails in regards to
the types that are fully blind to a colour, Protanopia, Deuteranopia and Tritanopia.
Surprisingly enough, it does function well enough for Achromatopsia
(Monochromacy).

The next part of visual design is the text used, on the poster in the question, a fair
amount of the text is too small to make out clearly requiring a reader to squint to see
it. The title is of a good size and typeface and is the only well placed and
proportioned piece of text on the poster.

The graph itself has a very nice design, save for the details themselves such as the
colours and numbers which could stand to be somewhat bigger in order to help
them stand out as a vital piece of information. But the use of a star chart helps a
reader to visualize the differences between the sets of data as they are laid over one
another with the legend having miniature versions of the main star chart, in addition
the layers use a shading technique in order to allow them not to overpower each
other in the reader’s mind, mixing where they overlap.

Overall, it's a decently well-designed poster, text is of a good typeface, graph
selection is good, the link between graph and legend is quite clever, however there
are a some improvements that need to be made and some more that can be made
but aren't necessary,

The first and most needed improvement is to change the colours in order to be
easier to read by colour-blind individuals, some ideas for this would be outlining the
star chart with inverse colours or playing around with different shades of colours
such as blue and orange, blue and orange would be a great choice as they stay
visually distinct under all forms of colour blindness.




The second change | would suggest is to take the numbers and shift them around a
bit in order to de-clutter the space and allow for a clearer idea of where the points
are, in addition to this, making the numbers bold should also help to increase the
clarity of them.

A third change to make would be to pick a better font for the text, now there are a
few possible options here, such as 'Futura’ or 'Helvetica’, from the sources I've
reviewed they all seem to agree the ‘Georgia’ is a very easy to read font.

Georgia was designed for the tech company Microsoft by Matthew Carter and was
inspired by a need to provide a clear font for low resolution screens. Being created in
the mid-1990s, screens used to have a lot less pixels to work with on their displays
and thus creating any serif typeface that could work on them due to the extra details
of such as the tails of the characters, the italic version of this typeface is also notable
for being quite subtle with not much of a slant at all. 13!

A final small change would be to make the background a different colour, maybe a
light green as the use of beige has the implication of being boring,
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This section details the extent to which the assessment
criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn
determines your mark. The marks available for each
category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space
provided to comment on the achievement of the
task(s), including those areas in which you have
performed well and areas that would benefit from
development/improvement.

Marks Marks

Generic Assessment .
available

Criteri
riena awarded

1. Engagement with
Literature Skills

Links to literature.

Some references used, | 10
purely online sources.

No evidence given of 4
wider reading

2. Knowledge and
Understanding Skills




Description of what is wrong
with the original poster.

You have discussed all
of the relevant areas of
visualisation.

You needed to related
some of this back to the
cognitive process. Cognition
is concerned with memory,
perception and mental
modelling. You make some
statements, but don’t follow
them up with an evaluation
(why you have said
something is good or not)

Some points are
supported by relevant
literature; however, you could
have supported more of your
points.

20

3. Cognitive and
Intellectual Skills




Suggestion of improvements
to the visualisation

Some relevant
improvements suggested,
mostly about visuals colour,
text and clutter. It is
important to remember that
the poster conveys
information, but you also
want the viewer to remember
it and understand its
message. Cognition!

Few points supported by
relevant literature.

Choice of appropriate
methods to present data
clearly and answer the
questions asked of the data
in the poster.

Uses multiple
appropriate graph forms with
accurate data

Answers 3 questions
effectively with no major
problems in others, although,
the graph showing treatment
times by month is a little
confusing.

15

20

10

4. Practical Application
Skills




Presentation of data with
appropriate use of colour,
shape, text and other
creative elements.

Most colours are visible
25

Text is a sensible size
and well-spaced

Some graphic design
elements that work well
15

Good idea to use the
‘waiting room’ graphic, but it
does make the dark green
graph more difficult to read

5. Transferable Skills for
Life and Professional
Practice

Document presentation,
referencing.
10
The document layout
and structure are satisfactory
— some structure with
Headings and sub-headings
would have added to the
overall structure. 4

easy to read and with
no spelling or grammatical
issues.

Well below the
wordcount (761)

Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject t
ratification at the Exam Board. These comments anc
marks are to give feedback on module work and are
guidance only until they are confirmed. )
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