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 Yr Aith Yr Daith
ECAD 4002C
Amber Phillips
Writen Assignment
Introduction
The author has produced this article to to adress a range of difficult and challenges in teaching and learning of welsh as a secound language in Wales. The author states that far too many young people are leaving school without the effectiv language skills they need for the world of work, life and study. The author then goes on to talk about how they are going to reform the curriculum. The author states that in the new curriculum traditiona subject will be structured under six areas of learning and experience. The areas of learning and experience wil include a welsh dimention and an international perspective and also a revie od history and stories of Wales. The author then goes on to talk about how he wants children to too see speaking welsh as  attractive and worthwhile option.
The Main Body
Donaldson (2015) states “Confidence and pride in Wales as a bilingual nation with the strength and assurance to nurture both languages.” This is telling us that in Wales there needs to be a change in young people speaking both languages and being biliingual.Lewis (2015) states that young people are leaving school without good enough language skills. This then causes problmes for later life leaving students unable to get the jobs they want or the qualifications they need. Davies (2013) writes about how best to develop learners welsh language skills and use the language in the workplace. This point is very important as I agree that children need to learn how to use language in the workplace because it shows you are educated in Welsh and many places look for someone who can speak in the welsh medium nowadays there is a variaty of courses for adults to take up to learn how to speak Welsh, but that seems like a waste if they would have had the oppurtuity to learn that in school. Donaldson (2015) states that by the age of sixteen children should be doing the full course. From my previous experience in school I agree with this statement as I think a lot of time is wasted on the short course. Schools do not put enough hours on the timetable for welsh short course and and had two lessons every fortnite.This is not enough time for the children to develop the language or understand what they are being taught. This is putting Welsh into a less prioritised subject. From my previous experience on being a secoundary school pupil not enough time was given a week for welsh. It was almost pushed into the corner and seen as less important that the other subjects. In my Secoundary school Wesh wasn’t taken that seriously. I disagree with how we had to learn it, for example our oral exam. We had to speak about the weekend and our hobbies within a group, personally I think if we had the oppurtunity to do a Welsh exam again we could have used key welsh phrases and words that we would use later on in life not sentences we would forget striaght after it. For example ESTYN (2017)states “ Inspectors should judge standards in Welsh language skills on the basis of first-hand evidence, for example when observing pupils’ progress in lessons, learning walks, scrutinising pupils’ work and discussions with pupils. This gives them a better oppurtunity to evaluate pupils work rather than an oral exam. “Lewis (2015) states we need to make sure teachers are ready by equiping them. This leads on to another main factor which is staffing issues, not enough teachers can speak Welsh well enough to teach it. This issue can only be resolved by teachers taking up the adult courses and going out of their way to learn welsh. Some teachers will refuse to do this and then it becomes a problem. Promote it in the community. Childcare places must teach with welsh medium staff, input through the medium of Welsh.
  Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall I think we need to get children to use more Welsh we could do this by teaching through the medium of Welsh, that way children would start picking up key phrases and have no choice but to strat speaking welsh. Nowadays there is far more welsh being used than previous years, we need to start promoting that to increase in school. We need to increase the oppurtunity for pupils to use the language, give them a reason or purpose to speak it. Also we need to ensure the pupils see the point to learn Welsh and the pupils confidence to use Welsh is an important factor. We need to ensure pupils are on a level four in all key subjects. We could do this by Siarter Iath Welsh charts for secound language. In my opinion I believe that the text  is correct in what it is stating and the new curriculum will reshape the Welsh language and how it is taught. My recommendations would be to promote Welsh as a core subject, to have Welsh lessons atleast two or three times a week so the children stay focused, to teach about relevant welsh knowledge that they will need to help them get jobs or later on in life. Also evaluate the children as they make progress by using progress charts so they know how they’re getting on to maintain a level four. When I was in a recent primary school the children all spoke basic classroom Welsh and even attempted to speak to each other in it. When they used a really good Welsh phrase the teacher would mark them up on the progress chart to show the rest of the class and the child their progression. Ithink many more schools need to start using this strategy at a youg age so by the time children are in key stage three or four they will know relevant Welsh phrases and terms. My response to this article would be that I agree with the Welsh Government that there needs to be a renewed focus on learning Welsh primarily because the Welsh we learn in classrooms today is outdated and irrelevant. I hope the new curriculum will educate children with the knowledge and skills they need for univeristy and the world of work.
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