Category 1: Generally Acceptable Uses (if declared)
Scenario A1: Planning the Essay
A student asks ChatGPT to help them brainstorm possible essay topics and generate a rough outline. They do not copy text into their submission; they only use it to think through ideas.
Debate prompt:
Is this like using a study buddy or is it outsourcing intellectual work?
Scenario A3: Understanding Feedback
A student uploads their marked assignment feedback to an AI tool to get plain‑English explanations and suggestions for how to improve in the next assignment.
Debate prompt:
Does AI explaining feedback risk misinterpreting academic standards?
Scenario A5: Fact‑Checking
A student uses AI to spot-check the accuracy of their own statements but does not import AI-generated wording.
Debate prompt:
Is it safe to use AI for fact-checking given hallucinations?
 Category 2: Clearly Unacceptable Uses (assessment violation)
Scenario B2: AI Literature Review Synthesis
A student pastes their entire reading list into an AI tool and asks it to summarise each source for them, using this as the basis of their literature review—without reading the sources themselves.
Debate prompt:
Does this break the expectation of “engagement with scholarship”?
Scenario B3: AI for Data Creation
For a research methods module, a student uses AI to generate fake interview transcripts but presents them as real primary data.
Debate prompt:
Is this fraud? Does intent matter?
Scenario B4: Using AI During a Closed Exam
During an online timed assessment, a student opens Copilot to help them formulate answers.
Debate prompt:
Should AI be considered cheating in the same way as having notes in a closed-book exam?
Scenario B5: AI Reference Fabrication
A student asks an AI tool to generate academic references, which turn out to be non-existent but they include them anyway.
Debate prompt:
Is relying on AI for references inherently risky?
 Category 3: Grey-Area Scenarios (designed to spark debate)
Scenario C2: AI to Check Structure
A student uploads their draft and asks AI to check:
Does the argument flow?
Are points repeated?
Where could transitions improve?
The content remains their own.
Debate prompt:
Is this editorial support or academic outsourcing?
Scenario C3: AI for Data Analysis Advice
A student asks AI:
“What statistical test should I use for these variables?”
They do the analysis themselves.
Debate prompt:
Is this like asking a tutor—or replacing one?
Scenario C4: Generating Visuals from Student Notes
A student gives AI their bullet‑point notes and asks it to produce a tidy infographic.
All content is student-generated, but the visual is AI-generated.
Debate prompt:
Does this count as original work or should visuals also be student-created?
Scenario C5: AI to Simplify Academic Articles
A student uploads PDFs of difficult readings and asks AI for plain-English summaries so they can understand them before writing.
Debate prompt:
Is this comparable to using a study guide (e.g., SparkNotes)?
Does it weaken critical reading skills?
Scenario C6: Citation Suggestion
A student asks AI to recommend credible peer-reviewed sources on their topic, then checks each source manually before using them.
Debate prompt:
Is this efficient research or is it bypassing scholarly searching skills?
Scenario C7: AI as a “Writing Coach”
A student gives the AI a paragraph and asks:
“How can I strengthen my argument here?”
AI suggests alternative lines of reasoning.
Debate prompt:
Is AI influencing the intellectual content?
