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This assignment will focus on the authors reflection of their creativity and enterprise characteristics using their teaching practice and the EntreComp Framework (Bacigalup et al, 2016) to aid their evaluation and future progression within the areas discussed.

Creativity is defined as “the use of imagination or original ideas to create something” in the Oxford Dictionary (2017) which is transferred into education by teachers using their imagination to plan and teach creative, innovative and effective lessons which supports Donaldson’s proposed four purposes of the curriculum as he says that by using the new curriculum the learners will be “ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical and informed citizens and healthy and confident individuals” (Donaldson, 2015).
Research by George Land (Land and Jarman, 1993) shows that childhood is the time in life when people are most creative. Land created a test for NASA to help find innovative people to employ as engineers and scientists. This test challenges the individual’s creativity. They found that the test conducted on the 1,600 children at the average age of 5 years old found that 98% of the children were creative genius’. Land decided to conduct longitudinal research and retested these children again at the age of 10 years old and found that only 30% of these children were creative genius’. Land then retested these children at the age of 15 years old and received the results of only 12% of the children were creative genius’. Land found these results created the start of a pattern and decided to use the same test on 280,000 adults and found that the results showed only 2% of these adults scored as a creative genius. Land suggested that these results show that “non-creative behaviour is learned” which implies that this behaviour is learnt within schools as the scores of the test reduced between the ages that the children would be in Primary School and reduced even more during Secondary School showing that a change in education needs to be made to allow opportunities to encourage and develop children’s creativity within schools resulting in the development into creative adults improving the teachers of the future and creating a better education for the children of the future.
However, this research was 24 years ago and changes to the curriculum have already been made to improve creativity within schools. For example, in 2015 Welsh Government developed an action plan for education that aims to improve attainment and creativity within schools called “Creative learning through the arts – an action plan for Wales” which aims to improve the opportunities that children receive during their education to show their own creativity (Welsh Government, 2015). Which if implemented effectively into schools can have a huge impact in the children that develop through the educational system and enter into a creative future.
By ensuring lessons are creative, teachers are preparing children for the future which Ken Robinson expresses in his Ted Talk (Robinson, 2006, 18:34) by saying there is a need to “seeing out creative capacities for the richness they are and seeing our children for the hope that they are” because the children we are educating are going into jobs and a world we cannot predict. Using creativity within teaching encourages the learners to use their own creativity and imagination, preparing them for the future.
Creativity has many advantages when applied in schools and one of the main advantages is that it provides more opportunities for children to flourish and showcase their talents in a variety of different ways. This allows children to develop their confidence and self esteem in a safe environment through creative lessons and tasks designed by the teacher.
Another advantage of the teacher using their creativity and imagination in their lessons creates an intriguing lesson that catches the children’s interest and makes them enthusiastic and want to participate in their learning creating a want to be involved and investigate within the lesson making a lasting impression for the learner. 

The Oxford Dictionary (2017) defines dispositions as “a person’s inherent qualities of mind and character” which is going to be explored within the assignment through the focus on the authors characteristics and skills that are applied to their teaching. 
The advantage of the teacher having creative and enterprising characteristics is that they will find it easier and create better quality opportunities for the learners to use their own imagination and creativity within the class room.

Enterprise, in terms of education, is defined as a “process of equipping learners with an enhanced capacity to generate ideas and the skills to make them happen” which Ken Robinson believes is the direction that education is going towards to equip children for the future, as discussed above, which agrees with Donaldson’s proposal (2015) of the new curriculum to reflect the need for more young people with “critical thinking, creativity and problem solving” for employment after education. The way to equip children with creative and innovative skills is to model and provide opportunities for the children to use and develop these skills within their learning on a regular basis to make the use of those skills a natural process for the learners to do.
Teachers use enterprising techniques and approaches within their job as Drucker (2007) explains that entrepreneurs use their enterprise skills of “searching purposefully for the source of innovation” which is similar to the techniques that teachers use when searching for new strategies to use within their classroom and even when developing and adapting their skills to fit the requirements of society and the needs of the learners.
Ravenscroft (2017) found from personal experience that schools were not teaching skills that are needed when the learners leave education and created an approach and training that supports teachers in using projects and challenges to improve the learners eight essential skills which they listed as “teamwork, leadership, creativity, problem-solving, listening, presenting, aiming high and staying positive” within lesson linked with the curriculum such as literacy and numeracy.
The advantage of incorporating enterprise skills into teaching is that there are lots of opportunities for the children to develop skills which will prepare the children for their future and make them inspired to be life long learners. 

Entrecomp Framework
The Entrecomp Framework (Bacigalupo et al, 2016) supports personal development and has been used “in reference for the design of the curricula in the formal education and training sector” helping to improve development of skills for teaching and learning linked to entrepreneurial learning. It includes three sections which are; Into action, Resources and Ideas & Opportunities. These sections are also split into five further strands of skills.
The Entrecomp framework is a useful resource for teachers to have as it allows the to reflect upon them selves using the defined skills and characteristics expected throughout different competency of these skills. 
However, this framework was designed to create links between education and work so some of the skill strands do not apply to teachers in particular.
Within this assignment the author will use the wheel from the Entrecomp Framework to reflective on their own skills and provide ways to develop their skills.

The first competence that the author is going to reflect on is their Creativity in the Ides and Opportunities Area of the framework. The Entrecomp Framework (Bacigalupo et al, 2016) splits creativity into five descriptors. The author thinks that they are quite a creative person but at times finds it difficult to use their creativity in challenging lessons. The first descriptor of the creativity strand is “Be curious and open” and the author thinks that they are at level four because “I can actively search for new solutions that meet my needs” because the author frequently searches for previous ideas for worksheets of problems to present to the children linked to the topic of learning and adapts and improve the resources they find to support and challenge the authors learners appropriately. 
The second and third descriptors the author’s going to be discussing is about developing ideas and defining problems. The author thinks that they are a level three/four for this strand because the author believes that they show aspects of both levels. For example, the author thinks that they “experiment with different with different techniques to generate alternative solutions to problems” effectively within their teaching practice when having to adapt their lesson plan when having less support staff or having to adapt to teaching a lesson in two halves.
To improve to level five in being curious and open the author needs to develop their researching to improve the time use in finding and improving resources to “improve the value-creating process” within planning lessons which is an opinion expressed in Appendix 1.
To improve the authors creativity through developing ideas the author will try to make better use of available resources within lessons as the author found that their lessons seem to be based on worksheets or tasks in their books. The author wants to use the school’s resources better and provide the learners with more opportunities to choose how to do activities and present their work to the teacher.

Another competence the author is going to reflect on is the “Mobilising Resources” from the Resources strand of the Entrecomp framework (Bacigalupo et al, 2016). The descriptors that the author thinks they are strong in include the following descriptors; “Manage resources and Use resources responsibly” as the author thinks that they are confident in using different resources for the aspects of the lesson like the introduction or the plenary and the author feels that they are good at being responsible and not create unnecessary waste. 
However, the author feels that they are not as good at ensuring that a variety of materials as resources are available for the learners to use during all learners. To improve the author’s use of resources for the learner’s benefit, the author will ensure that they know what resources are available for the author and their learners to use and ensure that there is a variety of resources and opportunities for the learners to use any resource that they want.
The author also finds it difficult to effectively incorporate technology resources into their lessons on a regular basis which has been shared and discussed with the authors teaching placement tutor as seen in Appendix 2. The author finds it difficult when there are not enough resources for each child in the class and to organise a task that is designed for some children to be on laptops to do their work and still create the same quality as the children who are doing work on worksheets or in their books. The author finds it difficult at times to ensure that the children are completing their work when they are using technology because the children throughout the classroom will be at different stages of their work and will require different support and encouragement from the teacher throughout the lesson. Due to these responsibilities the author finds it difficult to supervise and ensure that the learners using technology are focusing on their work and not using the opportunities with technology to become unfocused. The author also finds it difficult to keep up to date with the continuous advancements made in technology which also makes the author at times hesitant to use technology within the classroom as Grigg emphasises the need for teachers to have good knowledge of technology to be able to effectively teach the learners in their class (2015).
To improve the authors confidence in using technology within the classroom the author needs to do more research and look into training on ways to use technology effectively which will develop the learners’ competence in technology. The author will also use different assessment for learning strategies and different planning of supporting staff and activities to improve the quality of lessons with technology to ensure every learner makes the most of every opportunity of using technology due to its growing importance within the curriculum and society as Donaldson expresses within the Successful Futures Report (2015) by sharing the most common uses of technology in children’s lives “for communication, networking, information, leisure and entertainment … transactions and educational applications”.

One competence that the author is going to reflect on is “Coping with uncertainty, ambiguity and risk” from the Entrecomp framework outlines (Bacigalupo et al, 2016). The author thinks they are quite strong in calculating and managing risk and creating risk assessments for activities and ideas the author creates for the benefit of the learners which was reflected during the planning and carrying out of a trip for year 3 and 4 during teaching practice and the risk assessment written for the educational trip to a beach and a museum.
However, the author feels that they are a low level in the descriptor “cope with uncertainty and ambiguity” because the author thinks that they are not very good at level 1 because they are at times afraid to make mistakes, especially when trying new ideas or strategies, which can cause the author to miss out on opportunities to develop their own skills and at times regret not taking a risk to make lessons and opportunities better for their learners. 
To improve this attitude, the author will start to improve their confidence in taking risks by starting to take risks that have small consequences or consequences that are in a situation that the author feels that making a mistake is acceptable or the author feels comfortable and safe enough to take risks.
However, the author feels that they are good at aspects of other levels of this strand. For example, the author feels that they are good at “discussing the role that information plays in reducing uncertainty, ambiguity and risk” because they are comfortable discussing the risk and evaluating the severity of the risk when information is present and the author thinks that they are good at putting strategies in place that reduce the risk of the situation which are aspects from levels 2 and 8 but there are aspects of lower levels that the author needs to improve so the author would give themselves a low level for “coping with uncertainty and ambiguity” overall. The author feels that they are not very good at “finding ways of making decisions when the information is incomplete” especially when making decisions that have an impact on their learners. The author feels that to introduce a new strategy to a class is a huge risk in case the strategy doesn’t work and it is a waste of time to try the strategy because of the huge pressures and time limit on the children to be prepared for assessments and the pressure on the teacher to make sure the children are ready and emotionally comfortable to do the assessments and achieve the best they can. 

To conclude the author thinks that creativity and enterprise has an important role in the future of society and education showing that there is an emphasis on the importance of teachers continually reflecting and improving their knowledge and skills highlighted within the Entrecomp Framework. The author believes that the use of this framework can ensure that children experience the best learning that is available and are ready for employment when they leave education.
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Appendix:

Appendix 1 – 
Model Casgliadau Adfyfyriol â Chymorth (ARC) (Model ‘Myfyrio a Newid’)
Assisted Reflective Conclusions (ARC) Model
Dyddiad/Date: 10th March 2017
Digwyddiad critigol (Ffocws)/Critical incident (focus): Features lesson with look and write activity.
	Profiad/ Experience


	Teimladau/
Feelings

“What are your feelings regarding the experience?”
	I feel quite happy about this activity because the children seemed to enjoy it and they learnt  the information that was on the features poster that they were copying. However  there are parts of the activity that I was not happy about.


	Cofio a Deall/
Remember and Understand

“Can you list the aspects of the learning experience that went well?”

“What were the elements of the learning experience that were disappointing?”
Gwerthuso a dadansoddi/
Evaluate and analyse

“What will you keep the same to ensure effective teaching and learning in the future?”

“What was the cause of the most important disappointing element?”
Casgliadau a chamau gweithredu/
Conclusions and actions

“What are your possible solutions to the disappointing issues identified?”

“What will you do next?”

	The children really enjoyed the activity and enjoyed the competitive nature of this activity.
However I should have planned for something for the children who are sat inside the classroom to be doing whilst the children were looking at the poster outside. I should have told the children who have looked at the picture outside of the classroom had to relay the information to a child on their table whilst another child is outside looking at the picture reading new information. This would have kept the children occupied and focused inside the class room whilst waiting for the children to come back inside.
I also need to make sure that when I do similar activities I keep the pace of the transitions up because during this lesson I lost track of time and we were not able to finish labeling the news report with the different features during the lesson and we will have to revisit this activity again to complete the work.

I also spent a long time searching for a resource to use for this activity when I should have used one of the first ones and edited it to match the previous work we had done.

Next time I teach I will ensure I keep the pace up and I will write key timings on a post it note or on my hand so I keep checking them and keep a check on the time to ensure that activities are completed and I have time to do my plenary at the end of the session. I will also make sure that when I make time for my plenary I allow enough time to make sure it isn’t rushed or cut short.


	Y profiad newydd / Transformed experience
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52: Knowledge and Understanding

Adequate

* Comments and Evidence

« Targets for improvement and suggested ways forward

This lesson showed that you have the ability to use own subject knowledge in an appropriate way to motivate learners. You completed personal research
which supported the planning and delivery of the lesson. You now need to ensure that you use assessment effectively in order to identify the next streps in
the learning. You have an awareness of appropriate learning and teaching approaches. We discussed the importance of using ICT effectively and this will be

a target for development. Target - To use ICT effectively.

53.1: Teaching: Planning, Expectations and Targets

Good
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