
ECAD 6008 – Professional and 
Pedagogic Studies: Leading the 
Learning: what, how and why am I 
teaching?

Tuesday 12/09/2023
Assessment 



Link to pedagogical principles:

2. Good teaching and learning challenges all learners by encouraging them 
to recognise the importance of sustained effort in meeting expectations 
that are high but achievable for them

7. Good teaching and learning means employing assessment for learning 
principles

12. Good teaching and learning encourages collaboration 



Session aims

• To understand the difference between summative and formative 
assessment 

• To begin to evaluate Assessment for Learning strategies

• To use the information presented to enhance planning in 
ECAD6008 and PTE1/2



Why assess? 



1. It allows us to monitor progress against tangible data

2. Formal assessment needed to track progress 

throughout the course or key stage.

3. Informal assessment needed to check pupils know what 

to do and how to progress

4. Control!  I am accountable for results and need to 

manage the learning

5. Realistic targets can be set so learners know where they 

are and how to progress



1. It allows us to monitor progress against tangible data

2. Formal assessment needed to track progress 

throughout the course or key stage.

3. Informal assessment needed to check pupils know what 

to do and how to progress

4. Control!  I am accountable for results and need to 

manage the learning

5. Realistic targets can be set so learners know where they 

are and how to progress



Assessment OF 

learning 

• Any summative test or assessment

• Audits taken to use as evidence of pupils’ 

learning to assess achievement against 

learning goals and standards

Assessment 

FOR learning 

• Any formative practice which provides 

information to pupils about what to do to 

improve

• Teacher provides feedback to pupils about 

their learning 

Assessment AS 

learning 

• Involves pupils in learning process where they 

monitor their own progress, ask questions and 

practise skills

• Pupils use self-assessment and teacher 

feedback to reflect on their learning, 

consolidate understanding and work towards 

learning goals

S Clarke, 2008



Assessment:  The bridge between teaching and learning 



Definition of formative assessment 

‘…encompassing all those activities undertaken 
by teachers, and/or by their students, which 
provide information to be used as feedback to 
modify the teaching and learning activities in 
which they are engaged’

Black and Wiliam, 1998:7



‘The teacher’s job is not to transmit knowledge, nor to 
facilitate learning.  It is to engineer effective learning 
environments for the students.  The key features of 
effective learning environments are that they create 
student engagement and allow teachers, learners, and 
their peers to ensure that the learning is proceeding in 
the intended direction.  The only way we can do this is 
through assessment.  That is why assessment is, 
indeed, the bridge between teaching and learning.’

(Wiliam, 2011:50) 







Based on constructivist view

Vygotsky 1978

What is AfL based on? 



Providing Challenge…



‘We cannot predict what students will learn as a 
result of any particular sequence of instruction.  
Formative assessment involves getting the best 
possible evidence about what students have 
learned and then using this information to decide 
what to do next’

Wiliam, D (2011:50) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZL6Zf5lMVw


Welsh government’s response to the 
Successful Futures:

“Assessment is integral to successful 
learning.  The most important purpose 
of assessment is to inform learning and 
teaching”

“…developing a new assessment and evaluation 
framework that prioritises assessment for 
learning…”



You should now have 
watched both episodes 
of ‘The Classroom 
Experiment’

Episode 1

Episode 2

• What assessment strategies were used?

• What were the benefits and limitations 
of each one?

• Did anything surprise you about the 
assessment strategies? 

 
• What assessment strategies have you 

observed in school? How did the teacher 
facilitate assessment, and how did the 
pupils react? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J25d9aC1GZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iD6Zadhg4M


Statement describing what we want 
students to know, understand and be 
able to do as a result of a learning 
activity 

Examples:

✓We are learning how to design enquiry questions for research 
✓We are learning how to solve quadratic equations
✓We are learning how businesses use social media as a marketing tool
✓We are learning how to show temperature and rainfall on a map  

These need to be shared with students – the learning 
intention should not just be in the teacher’s head. 



Provide success criteria to help students 
achieve the learning intentions. The 
purpose of success criteria, or “what we 
are looking for” is to make students 
understand the criteria for judging their 
work. 

Example:

LEARNING INTENTION:
We are learning how to design enquiry questions for research 

SUCCESS CRITERIA:
I can accurately create questions that generate qualitative and quantitative 
responses to answer my research question 



Wiliam and Leahy (2015) consider the following techniques to be at the 
heart of Assessment for Learning.  Take some time to think about WHY 
you may use them in your teaching and HOW you may use them.  











Summative assessment
• Sums up, or gives a measure of learning at the end of a course or 

phase

• External summative assessments controlled by organisations 
outside schools are established features of our education system

• Monitored by schools and external organisations (Awarding 
Bodies, Estyn, OECD, etc)

• Also takes place within school, whenever a teacher assesses a 
pupil’s work and produces a summative grade or mark 



Summative assessment
Pupil progress is summarised to meet a variety of 

purposes:

• Reporting to parents/carers
• Supporting transition
• Whole-school data – used to evaluate how well a school is doing
• Pupil progress reviewed at intervals (termly tests?)
• Teachers need to make reliable judgements and suggest 

interventions, where appropriate 
• Certification through exams



GCSE Specification Template (wjec.co.uk)

Page 33

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/o21oxdqx/wjec-gcse-business-spec-from-2017-22-06-16.pdf


https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2018-19/int18-19_1-12/_multi-lang-gcse/unit01/gcse-business-assessment-objectives.html


Consider the 
following, in terms of 
the Unit 1 WJEC 2022 
GCSE paper:

• Identify the AOs for each question
• What do you notice in terms of allocated 

marks and different AOs? 
• How would you advise learners to plan for 

a higher mark question? 
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