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Assignment 1: Identifying a research topic/question.
Animals in Warfare: From Vital Roles to Technological Replacement?
For centuries humans have relied on animals in warfare, but now, with advancements in technology, we face the pressing question: should we continue to use animals, or fully embrace technological alternatives? Presenting arguments both in favour and against for each perspective. For this reason, I chose the topic "Animals in Warfare: From Vital Roles to Technological Replacement?" 
This directly aligns with my personal and professional experience in the British army. As warfare evolves with advances in technology, our long-standing relationship with animals in combat and support roles is a compelling subject to explore. 
From my perspective, understanding the balance between using animals and transitioning to technological replacements is not only fascinating but also relevant to modern military practices. As stated by Peters, Anne, & de Hemptinne, Jérôme, “Animals are the unknown victims of armed conflict. They are regularly looted, slaughtered, bombed or starved on a massive scale during such hostilities.” Peters, Anne, & de Hemptinne, Jérôme (2005 p. 1285)[footnoteRef:1]. For instance, animals like horses, camels, and dogs have been critical in past conflicts, but now, technologies such as robotic systems and drones are assuming many of their traditional roles.  [1:  Peters, Anne, & de Hemptinne, Jérôme. Animals in war: At the vanishing point of international humanitarian law. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press; International review of the Red Cross, 2005. Vol. 104 (919), p.1285-1314] 

[bookmark: _Ref180409818]However animals play key roles in post-conflict situations like search and rescue or PTSD therapy, where “the human-animal bond is far more profound than any technological alternative” (Allsopp, 2018, p. 122)[footnoteRef:2]. While 3D immersive platforms offer potential, animals retain a unique role in these areas. Additionally, animals serve as military motifs, such as the “Desert Rats,” where “military units often draw strength and identity from their animal emblems” (Allsopp, 2018, p. 130)2. [2:  Allsopp, Nigel Barry. War Heroes Too: Military Mascots of the First World War and Their Legacy. North Melbourne: Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2018, p. 122, 130.] 

This raises questions about the effectiveness, practicality, and ethics of these replacements, and whether animals still have a place in warfare alongside high-tech innovations. As Schultz-Figueroa explains, during World War II, pigeons were even considered for guiding missiles, an example of how animals and early optical technology intersected in warfare innovation. “The pigeons’ tracking capacity for guiding missiles to their intended targets was methodically tested, demonstrating wide variance in reliability. Schultz-Figueroa, Benjamin (2019, p. 95)[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Schultz-Figueroa, Benjamin. Project Pigeon: Rendering the War Animal through Optical Technology. Austin: University of Texas Press; Cinema journal, 2019. Vol. 58 (4), p.92-111.] 

As Salter argues, "the potential loss of human life is replaced with potential loss of the lives of other animals," indicating that the shift to technological replacements in warfare often results in a continuation of exploitation, merely shifting the burden from humans to animals. Salter, Colin (2015, p. 13)[footnoteRef:4]  This concept parallels P.W. Singer's discussion in ‘Wired for War’, where he emphasizes that while new technologies may prevent human casualties, they often perpetuate the same aggressive impulses by merely transferring the burden of warfare onto machines, which are "frakin cool" but devoid of moral accountability. P.W. Singer, (2010, p. 376)[footnoteRef:5]. [4:    Salter, Colin. Animals and War: Anthropocentrism and Technoscience. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands; Nanoethics, 2015. Vol. 9 (1), p.11-21.]  [5:  P.W. Singer. Wired for War: The Robotics Revolution and Conflict in the 21st Century. Emerald Group Publishing Limited; Industrial robot, 2010.] 

When assessing the feasibility of this topic, I reflected on both historical and contemporary military practices. It is a rich area for exploration because of the depth of historical evidence on the use of animals, from messenger pigeons to military dolphins. Furthermore, technological advancements like robotic pack animals or surveillance drones are not just theoretical; they are being actively tested and implemented in military scenarios today. The subject is well-supported by available research on both historical use of animals in warfare and the development of military technology. This balance between history and modern application makes it an ideal topic for analysis and discussion.
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