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Hunger can be defined as a physical discomfort as a result of extreme shortage of food, which can result in life-threatening ailments caused by malnutrition (Worldhunger.org, 2018). The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in 2016 estimated that 804 million people are living in hunger across the world, with the majority living in low-middle income countries.
It was estimated that the number of people living in hunger and poverty had risen to 821 million by 2017, which is estimated to rise in the coming years (FAO, 2018).
One of the many organisations working to end world hunger is ActionAid. ActionAid is a non-government humanitarian organisation (NGO’S) that works closely with communities in over 45 countries to improve the quality of life of individuals. ActionAid works with women and girls internationally, to eliminate poverty and hunger, protect them from danger and continue to support woman and girls to live independent and fulfilled lives. The World Hunger Charity, (2018) acknowledged the detrimental factors that are associated with hunger and poverty. World Hunger, (2018) suggested that hunger and poverty have an impact on each other (Bublitz, Hansen, Peracchio & Tussler, 2019) asserting that poverty can cause hunger. Poverty can cause lack of access to enable an individual to attain food. The lack of food can have a negative physical affect causing low energy and strength amongst other health conditions. This can impact an individual’s ability to work, and, in turn, cause greater poverty (Worldhunger.org, 2018).
Sustainable farming is one of the projects ActionAid provides, with the goal to end hunger in underprivileged countries. The project enables women to flourish by providing them with the skills, knowledge and resources they require to farm and build sustainable lifestyle, to support their families and themselves, with the end goal to end hunger and poverty.  
It has been significantly noted that there are great gender inequalities and women are at greater risk of hunger and poverty than men (United Nations stats, 2015; Oxfam international, 2019; World Food Programme, 2019; Oxfam, 2016). 
This project alone has helped 101,000 women across 24 countries to gain access to water and other resources and assisted 343,300 farmers across 25 countries. 
However, ActionAid’s focus is on women, which in turn has a positive impact on children and their local communities. Despite the numbers from ActionAid proving to be beneficial, these numbers don’t include men. Whilst research suggests that more woman live in hunger and poverty than men, it must also be acknowledged that men are, in fact, also living poverty and hunger (ATD fourth World, 2017). 
Unfortunately, climate change has already had an impact on food security in some parts of the world (Alemu & Mengistu, 2019) and these numbers have been predicted to rise, with climate change being at the driving force, causing droughts and extreme unpredictable weather conditions (FAO.org, 2018). Although much is being done to assist women in sustainable farming schemes which will enable them to continue to provide as much as possible, this could impact the amount of men living in hunger and poverty, as ActionAid’s farming scheme is targeted it underprivileged females (ActionAid.org, 2018). In support of this, however, it has been reported by the United Nations that single parent families and single person households are more likely to be living in poverty and this could be due to gender differences (United Nations, 2015), as a result of woman having less opportunities than men (United Nations, 2015).  
To continue to provide for and work within the areas that ActionAid do, the charity relies heavily on donations from the public to try and overcome some of the rising issues. These donations come from different campaigns and organised events. ActionAid also gives the public a chance to gift much needed lifesaving resources directly by purchasing a range of different packages to choose from, such as school equipment for children, hygiene kits or food parcels to feed a family for a month. ActionAid also gives the option to gift to the livestock project, which will allow a family to own livestock which the family can use to fertiliser their crops. This, in turn, will aid sustainable farming and increase their profits from their produce with the end goal of food security (ActionAid.org, 2018). ActionAid’s main goal is to end poverty and hunger at the source (ActionAid, 2018). Providing individuals with skills and resources has been suggested to be the most effective way to help diminish poverty and hunger, (Page & Pande 2018; The global goals, 2018).
However, it is important to note that the gifts that ActionAid offer are provided from outside suppliers and that some companies can apply for a tender which means that that they will supply all of that particular product (ActionAid, 2018). It could be argued that this means ActionAid can not monitor efficiently where the products originate from, as they don’t have full control of where the products are made or by whom they are produced (Chartered institute of procurement & Supply, n.d; Gold, Trautrims & Trodd, 2015; Theron, 2019). 
In 2015 the United Kingdom recognised modern slavery and the problems that occur within supply chains, bringing in The Modern Slavery Act 2015 (Gov.uk, 2015). With ActionAid being a registered charity within the United Kingdom, ActionAid must adhere to these laws set (HM Government, 2018).
Although ActionAid have many policies in place and have a clear definition of the steps in which they take to eliminate modern slavery, which are clearly stated within their annual Modern Slavery Act Statement 2018, as the charity has an annual turnover of over 35 million (ActionAid, 2019). ActionAid’s annual turnover for 2017 was €229 million, totalling the same as in 2016 (ActionAid, 2017). 
ActionAid have stated that the charity has a zero tolerance of modern slavery in all forms, and that ActionAid are a living wage employer and have quoted “we are also keen that our suppliers pay their employees a Living Wage” (ActionAid, 2018). It could be suggested that it is a possibility that ActionAid may use suppliers that don’t pay living wage as ActionAid merely states that they are ‘keen’ to use such suppliers, as opposed to making assertive statements that this is commonplace, embedded, and a non-negotiable organisational principle. 
ActionAid do, in fact, rely heavily on outside suppliers to raise awareness, support fund raising and provide products for the charity. It could be argued that this increases the chances of modern slavery, due to the possibility of ambiguity in supply chains (Gold et al, 2015; Theron, 2019), although ActionAid has claimed that the charity has not attained any evidence of modern slavery to date.
However, in contrast, ActionAid noted that they only carry out due diligence checks and ethical checks on suppliers they use with whom they spend over five thousand pounds per annum. A potential problem area with this policy is that suppliers that are used by ActionAid with whom ActionAid do not have an expenditure of five thousand pounds and above are not checked thoroughly enough. On the other hand, ActionAid do carry out enhanced due diligence checks on partners and suppliers with whom ActionAid have an annual expenditure of over twenty-thousand pounds. It must also be acknowledged that ActionAid do not provide a readily accessible list of their partners or suppliers that the charity works with (ActionAid, 2018). Furthermore, the due diligence and ethical checks which are carried out are limited to United Kingdom suppliers and not companies sourced from outside the United Kingdom. As a consequence, this could increase the chances of modern slavery occurring (Anti-slavery International, 2019).
Despite ActionAid acknowledging the increased risk of modern slavery that runs due to the nature of work and the countries where their partners and suppliers work within (ActionAid, 2019), it has been suggested that, in 2016, forty million adults worldwide are victims of modern slavery. It has also been reported that twenty-five million people are in forced labour, with woman and girls making up 71% of the figures (International Labour Organisation, 2016).
Despite modern slavery happening in every region of the world, modern slavery has said to be most prevalent in Africa (International Labour Organisation, 2016). It is perhaps significant to note that ActionAid’s head office is located in South Africa, Johannesburg. However, ActionAid do have an international audit team that carries out reviews of its programmes that operate internationally. ActionAid also noted one of the steps it has taken to try and tackle modern slavery in supply chains, which is written in the contracts signed by themselves and suppliers and details that. if ActionAid suspect or have any evidence that modern slavery is occurring within their supply chain, they can withdraw and terminate the contract with immediate effect and take the appropriate action against that supplier (ActionAid, 2018). However, it must also be taken into account that, when ActionAid carries out these reviews on monitoring effectiveness of the policy statement, only 85% of their new partnerships are screened, which includes obtaining assurances from them in relation to modern slavery. This leaves 15% of their partnerships unmonitored, which can be argued to be a significant amount and increases the risk of modern slavery occurring within their supply chains (ActionAid, 2018)
ActionAid works closely with women and girls across 44 different countries trying to have a positive impact on their lives by providing woman with the skills and knowledge to assist woman and girls flourish within their environments and end hunger and poverty. In recent years, however, it has become evident that, to tackle hunger and poverty, tackling the issue of gender equality is also imperative in dealing with the issue (World Food Programme, 2019; Oxfam, 2016).
Despite ActionAid providing evidence that legislation and policies are in place within the charity, it could be argued that ActionAid could do more research as to where the products they use and provide come from, by asserting due diligence with all suppliers and not just the suppliers that are used for over five thousands pounds. Enhanced due diligence and ethical checks on suppliers could also be used more comprehensively, and, with this in mind, it could raise the question of how aware ActionAid are of where the products they use and offer the public to gift are coming from, and how sure are they that the products they use to improve the quality of life for some are being made ethically (Kempadoo, 2015). With modern slavery on the rise it is essential that more needs to be done to ensure that individuals around the world are protected, and that there are no victims of modern slavery (Michailova & Stringer, 2018). It could be a suggestion that, in the future, organisations are monitored more closely by external organisations to form and collect non-biased, reliable evidence to ensure modern slavery is not happening within bigger organisations such as ActionAid.
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