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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. understand and contribute to philosophical and practical debate concerning the concept of ‘landscape’;

2. critically evaluate the role of society, history and personal experience in contributing to perceptions of landscape;

3. critically analyse the relationship between landscape and recreation and suggest sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION




Create a Reflective Fieldwork Journal (2,500 words)
As part of this module there will be a number of virtual/physical site visits as fieldwork.  You should choose two sites of your choice from those visited and the notes you took should subsequently form the basis of a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, the notes you take at each location should relate to the following issues:
[bookmark: _Hlk99039386]
[bookmark: _Hlk99375791]•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential

Beyond your written up fieldwork notes regarding the issues above, you should explore and discuss relevant academic and policy related literature relating to your chosen sites and also provide suggestions for sustainable approaches to recreational development at each site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  


SUBMISSION DETAILS:    

Submit by Turnitin on or before 29th April 2022
Feedback to be returned to student: on or before 27th May 2022






























	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set; you should make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources, where appropriate (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials appropriate to the discipline).    You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your identification and use of relevant academic and other material to help inform and develop your argument. You should include at least twenty references. These should be taken form appropriate journals, textbooks and reliable websites.


2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
At level 6, you should be able to demonstrate coherent and detailed knowledge and a systematic understanding of the subject area, at least some of which is informed by the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline. You should be aware of the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge. Your work must demonstrate the growing extent of your knowledge and systematic understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your critical discussion of the relationship between landscape and recreation and your suggestion of sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.


3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
You should be able to: critically evaluate evidence, arguments, assumptions, abstract concepts and data some of which are at the forefront of a discipline (and that may be incomplete) to devise and sustain arguments, to make judgements and/or solve problems; describe and comment upon particular aspects of current research, or equivalent advanced scholarship, in the discipline Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.   Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your critical evaluation of external and internal influences that affect the perception, interpretation and use of landscape at the fieldwork sites.


4. Practical Skills
At level 6, you should be able to apply the methods and techniques that you have learned to review, consolidate, extend and apply your knowledge and understanding, and to initiate and carry out projects. You will deploy accurately established techniques of analysis and enquiry relevant to the discipline, and apply them in complex and unpredictable contexts, to devise and sustain arguments and/or to solve problems. You should be able to frame appropriate questions to achieve a solution - or identify a range of solutions. You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to real world situations and/or a particular context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context or circumstances, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, or to create artefacts, some of which may be innovative and creative.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real-world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others based on stated criteria.  You should show awareness of the limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular contexts.

Guidance specific to this assessment: Your discussion of the nature of landscape within the context of the fieldwork locations


5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for graduate-level employment requiring the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility and decision-making in complex and unpredictable circumstances.  This includes demonstrating: the learning ability for professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences of a professional nature that will enable you to assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively; that you can use appropriate media to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms to specialist and non-specialist audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.


Guidance specific to this assessment: 	Written or other presentation: clarity of expression, accuracy of grammar and spelling (please use your spell-checker, set to UK English), use of headings when appropriate, use of illustrations (captioned and referred to in the text).






	
     STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.
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	Generic Assessment Criteria 
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills
.
	
	

	





	
	
10
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	4. Practical Application Skills
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	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice
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	Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	
	





Introduction 


The following assignment will explore the landscape characteristics of two site visited with the fieldwork site visit, research will provide a reflective and critical account of Dinefwr Park  and l Llanelli Wetland Centre that will take into consideration the following issues:


•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential



Dinefwr Park
[image: ]
(NationalTrust, 2022)

Landscape Character

 Dinefwr Park is a county park situated on the edge of the Brecon beacon national park. (Brown, 2022) states that this park was fist built by the lord, Rhys ap Gruffydd (Yr Arglwydd Rhys), ruler of the ancient south Wales kingdom of Deheubarth, built it in the late 12th century, and it served as the regional capital until the early 15th century. It was then later developed by George Rice and his wife Cecil in the late 17th century which developed it into the park we see today; along with up-to-date maintenance provided by Cadw and the national trust.

(NationalTrust, 2022) explains that George Rice and his wife Cecil, who was the only child of the extremely wealthy William Talbot of Hensol in Glamorganshire, were the owners of the Dinefwr Estate at the time during the late 17th century. They spent a lot of time in London since they were well-connected. They were influenced by new philosophical and cultural notions, particularly the idea that nature could be considered art. The park is also Located on the edge of the Breacon Beacon National Park.

 (NationalTrust, 2022) states that many great mansions' gardens and parks were renovated during the eighteenth century, reflecting a new understanding and respect of the natural landscape, and Dinefwr Park was no exception.

George Rice invited the renowned landscape architect Capability Brown to visit Dinefwr in 1775, suggestions made by Brown to improve the landscape were implemented by Rice family with Brown trade make style of design still evident today. Suggested improvements including improvements to the park such as planting of trees and the relocation of the kitchen garden. Other suggestions, however, suggestions such as altering the deer park were not achieved (Brown, 2022)

[image: https://i2-prod.walesonline.co.uk/incoming/article11071553.ece/ALTERNATES/s615/Capability.jpg]
(Brown, 2022)

Topography

The estate also dips down to the level fields that make up the Tywi floodplain, where little lakes dot the plain margins, adding to the landscape's beauty and intrigue.


[image: ]
(VisitWales, Dinefwr National Nature Reserve, 2022)


Landscape Quality and Designations


 (VisitWales, 2022) Describe Dinefwr Park as a grand 800-acre estate on the periphery of the mediaeval market town of Llandeilo, the site further has Sight of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) status and Wales’s first parkland National Nature Reserve (NNR), with Dinefwr Park being recognised as one of the most prominent sites in Welsh history. 

(NationalTrust, 2022) Further explains that Dinefwr Park Dinefwr was given SSSI status in 1972, due to its rich variety of ecosystems and environments. From flower-filled hay meadows to deep woodland, wide open spaces to bog woods and wet meadows with each one serves as an important habitat for a variety of species and contributes to Britain's biodiversity. Further states that Dinefwr Park Dinefwr was designated as a National Nature Reserve in 2007 and remains the only NNR site in Wales. Notes that” Designations such as the SSSI and NNR are the designations which show the true quality of the park and what it has to offer from all of the extraordinary landscapes surrounding it.

 (VisitWales, 2022) Notes that as Wales only declared National Nature Reserve, the woodland is recognised for having more than 300 trees over 400 years old across the Park’s numerous forest area, with site woods containing some of the country's oldest trees, this also attracts and retains diverse in woodland flour and fauna.  With the park being located in the Tywi Valley is well-known for spotting a variety of bird species, particularly summer visitors like Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers and all three native British woodpeckers.
 

Access and Use

 (VisitWales, 2022) That National Trust and Cadw manage a diverse range of landscapes that are open to the public, with Dinefwr Park offering a Mill Pond, Bog Wood Boardwalk, Children's Play Area, Newton House with Tea Rooms and a courtyard shopping area, and a Cadw-managed Medieval Castle. With a joint approach to management of the site between the two organisations, with The National Trust owning and manages the estate and Newton House, and Cadw managing Castle Woods and Dinefwr Castle, which are owned by the South Wales Wildlife Trust.

To ensure that the site is accessible to all the  (NationalTrust, 2022) notes that extensive work has been undertaken to ensure access accommodates people with limited mobility, via modifying site services and facilities. For example, improved reception area, toilets and improving accessibility to the ground by creating Accessible surfaced walkways, long level boardwalk to mill pond. Further time has been spent to create improved ordination, by improving site signage, entrance to the building via a ramp Accessible on the ground floor the basement is reached through a flight of stairs(NationalTrust, 2022) .

Future Potential

( Camarthen Council, 2018) Notes whilst the site holds significant historic importance, consideration and focus need to equal been given to preserving and enhancing the natural environment thou the NNR and the SSSI with the Local Development Plan for Carmarthen Council whist supporting the site to reaming economically viable and enjoyable place to visit.

(llandeilo.org, 2022) Notes The National Trust, Cadw and The Wildlife Trust South and West Wales collectively acknowledge the significance of Dinefwr Park noting  the area of national importance, through recognising  the  historic and environmental importance of the site a partnership conservation plan  has been produced to support identifying threat and opportunities to presser the site for future from  both physical and intellectual perspective, with the plan falling broadly fall into three categories for consideration: nature conservation, landscape conservation and natural heritage conservation.

(llandeilo.org, 2022)further states that, “Dinefwr will continue to be one of the most important parkland environments in Britain if the highest standards of conservation, integrated management, and excellent interpretation are used, all based on the concepts of lifelong learning and community participation”.   

As part of the Dinefwr Project, which aims to restore and increase access to the intended landscape, will seek to – 
· Protecting and preserving the historic integrity built historic of such as the Castle, Cold Bath house and the Church 
· Seek To explorer and understand the archaeology importance of the site 
· Delivery of Historic Enhancements such as restoring 18th century landscaping plans set out by George Rice, Cecil Talbot ‘Capability' Brown, works include reopening the Brown Path, restoring viewpoints, restore deer park and perverse and retain bodies of water. 
· To conserve and enhance the natural fora and fauna of the site through the SSSI guidance conservation significance, including work such and woodland and meadow and hedgerow management 
· Creating an economical viable and sustainable visitor experience that cerate interest whist protecting the site for the future. 







Llanelli Wetland Centre



[image: ]

(VisitWales, WWT Llanelli Wetland Centre, 2022)

Landscape Character
WWT Llanelli Wetland Centre is situated in the County of Carmarthenshire in South Wales, being one of ten wetland nature reserves within the UK that are managed by the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust. (VisitWales, 2022) describe The WWT Llanelli Wetland Centre as “One of South Wales’s most popular attractions, which is catered for all ages. providing unrivaled views out across meandering channels of lovely saltmarsh all the way to Penclawdd on the Gower Peninsula, as it is located on the northern edge of the Burry Inlet”. With (VisitWales, 2022) further notes that Llanelli Wetland Centre the value of the site’s forests, pools, and lagoons to the migratory wintering birds.
Sir Peter Scott a British ornithologist, conservationist, painter, naval officer, broadcaster, and sportsman established the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust in Slim bridge in 1946 and helped found the Worldwide Fund for Nature. Sir Peter Scott was a visionary and pioneer of his age who invested his time, knowledge, expertise, and enthusiasm to educate and encourage people to care for the natural environment.
David Attenborough noes “Long before words like biodiversity were coined, Peter looked out from that huge window in his house at Slim bridge and realised our lives are so linked with our natural world that we have to learn to love it and look after it. (World Wildlife Trust, 2021)

[image: ]
(World Wildlife Trust , 2021)



Landscape Quality and Designations

The site comprises of a 500 acres of reserve situated on the eastern side of Carmarthen Bay and is part of the Burry Inlet estuary which is a designated SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest), a SPA (Special Protection Area), and a Ramsar site, which includes ecologically important wetland habitats, the autumn and winter home to some of the world's most endangered migratory birds with more than 60,000 birds return here to overwinter (VisitWales, WWT Llanelli Wetland Centre, 2022).
WWT Martin Mere Wetland Centre also holds an SSSI designation, supporting the significance of this site: the variety of habitats, landscapes, different species rare and common are what makes this site so important for educational and rehabilitation purposes for the numerous species that seek hospice there.



Access and Use 

[image: ]
(VisitWales, WWT Llanelli Wetland Centre, 2022)
(VisitWales, 2022) Identifies all WWT centres exist today due to Sir Peter Scott's vision of linking people with nature, with this ethos still remaining strong Llanelli wetlands centre make ensures that their wetlands and wildlife are open to the public.
The Llanelli Wetland Centre focuses on creating accessibility throughout the site, with wide, flat paths and handicapped parking nearby further offering access to mobility scooters at an additional cost. (VisitWales, 2022) Further notes in relation to access and encoring environmentally friendly transport, there is free visitor parking and bike racks to protect their bikes, providing the accommodation for a greener and more sustainable form of travel.
The site is also recognised as a centre important and valuable for educational, conservational, and sustainable purposes, (Alesworth, 2012) states “the wetland centres are considered as an Amazing natural and cultural haven caring for such things as animal and heritage spectacles, landscape features, conservation/sustainability/wise use centres, visitor attractions, and ecotourism venues that serve as public learning, green space access, and biodiversity/heritage conservation. (Alesworth, 2012) further notes “the centres are not only for conservation and sustainability purposes, but also to create a sense of place and, as a result, a relationship with nature. “It is said that humans have become more urbanised and 'alienated' from nature, these intense emotional attachments become even more crucial. Nature is both a stress reliever and a spiritual uplifter”.
(Alesworth, 2012) Further notes the value of such encounters with wildlife, noting that such exposure can have a profound a life-changing experience, especially for individuals who have not been exposed to such a natural environment.  (Alesworth, 2012) Explains there are various opportunities for schools, including a variety of opportunities for out-of-classroom learning. School visits have decreased in many parts of the world as cultures have become more reliant on virtual media, developed more prescriptive school curricula, and fostered a "fear" culture as a result of excessive health and safety legislation and litigation. Wetland centres provide a safe environment in which to explore nature first-hand.

Future Potential

The Statutory designations of the site broadly fall into three categories: nature conservation, landscape conservation, and natural heritage conservation, with an overarching vision established by Sir Scott that the site should remain sustainable and environmentally friendly whilst also being a place where people can learn and connect with nature. Research undertaken by (Alesworth, 2012) and the (WWT Annual Report 2018/19, 2019) explains that to successfully develop a wetland centre a long-term vision is needed to ensure consideration is given to
· 
· Develop the long-term ambition of the site through standardised best practice, for example, retain and enhancing the natural flora and fauna of the site to create sustainability conservation.
· Creating commercial goals that ensure the site achieves set environmental objectives through developing the right commercial opportunities.
· Retaining environmental standards by working with designated bodies such SSSI ,Ramsar and SPA to retain and enhance the quality of the flora and fauna of the site.
· Develop the educational facilities, with the view of retaining the ambition of Sir Scott to educate and provide opportunities for all to access nature.
· The development of partnership and skills of staff to ensure the relevant skills are in place for the future.
· Develop eco-friendly development of site building that incorporate the latest best practices in terms of environmental sustainability and access for all.

Conclusion
Landscape  Character - Through reviewing both sites it is clear to see that even though both sites have their own unique identity and characteristics that have been developed to enhance and preserve the ideologies of their founders for example  Llanelli Wetland Centre very much focuses on the value of Sir Scott to preserve and enhance natural flora and fauna for future generations, in contrast, Dinefwr Park very much focuses on the historic value of landscape design era of Capability  Brown alongside retaining the natural flora and fauna for future.
Landscape Quality and Designations- Both Dinefwr Park and Llanelli Wetland Centre sites are landscapes of noted quality that have been designated and managed under nationally and globally recognised standards such as Sight of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) SPA (Special Protection Area), and a Ramsar site, such recognition under such Designations supports the site for future prosperity from an environmental, perspective. Both sites are further enhanced through locally driven partnership plans that include recognised organisation such as the WWA and the National Trust who bring their expertise to enhance the sties wider environmental, cultural, economic and social with the view of preserving for future generations.
Use and Access- Both sites within the management plans have demonstrated consideration for in relation to commitment to improving equal site access for all in relation to physical and social differences, with Llanelli Wetland Centre demonstrating wider commitment from a social perspective with dedicated education facilities.  Llanelli Wetland Centre and Dinefwr Park demonstrate differences in their overall management plans with Llanelli Wetland Centre very much focusing on enhancing natural habitat and in contrast Dinefwr Park site plan a more diverse plan that includes equal importance to culture and environment.
Future Potential- Both sites within the management plans and partnership working approach have demonstrated consideration for future preservation with a primary focus on Environment and cultural legacy, with a secondary focus on economic and social issues that will support the future sustainability of both sites.

Word count- 2389
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