Thesis and Outline
Thesis;
What is the nature of virtue according to St Thomas Aquinas?
This essay will be discussing what the nature of virtue is through Thomas Aquinas’ writing in the Summa Theologiae and his understanding of this area. Throughout this question, it will include secondary sources from people such as Brian Davies and Bonnie Kent who have commented on Thomas’ work and analysed this. 
Outline; 
Introduction - 
1.        The introduction of the essay will include a brief explanation on the identity of Thomas Aquinas and what he is known for. It shall also mention the time period he was around in and some of his most important and prevalent literature. This will reference his many works on the Summa Theologiae. The introduction will also go into detail about the definition of virtue and what it means within nature.
Main Body - 
I. The opening few lines of the main body will mention Thomas Aquinas’ view of virtue in nature and the wider applications and implications of these concepts. This section will include quotations from the Summa Theologiae, Volume 23, which is written solely on the topic of Virtue, such as; ‘It would seem that virtue is in us by nature.’[footnoteRef:3005] [3005: T. Aquinas and W. Hughes, Virtue (Cambridge: Cambridge university press, 2006) p.151] 

II. After writing about Thomas Aquinas views on virtue in nature, the essay will then begin to investigate and analyse secondary sources by individuals such as, Brian Davies and Bonnie Kent and others who have previously examined Thomas Aquinas’ teachings and then created/developed their own works using his conclusions and their inferences from said conclusions.
III. Then, after reviewing the conclusions from both Thomas Aquinas’ point of view, and from the secondary source authors, the essay will then be comparing and debating whether the secondary source authors and their interpretations agree with what Thomas Aquinas was attempting to teach and write about previously, within the reasoning of his personal understanding of Virtue.
IV. The concepts and/or key ideas as seen used in Thomas Aquinas’ works are key to a reader understanding his personal interpretations and conclusions of what he believes virtue to be. An example of this is sin and morality, which again will be found in Thomas Aquinas Summa Theologiae about Virtue. This will greatly help the developing essay as this work by Aquinas holds a great deal of detail about his outlook on the chosen topic previously mentioned.
Conclusion - 
For the conclusion of the above planned essay, I will be looking back through the information detailed and described above. This will allow a brief outline of what Aquinas says, what the secondary sources and their authors interpret and conclude, whether the secondary sources agree with each other and whether an answer for the topic question can be given conclusively in this essay. This will be answered using completed analysis by oneself and by considering the previously stated interpretations of other established writers, specialised or at least more knowledgeable of the topic in question.
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