Teaching Spelling in Year 3 (Welsh-medium schools) 

Estyn Discussion Paper: Raising Standards of Spelling in English in Primary Schools.

1. Why focus on spelling?

· Identified area of weakness in writing.

· Self confidence (re expectations of society).

2. What makes a good speller?

· KS 1 – emphasis on sound-letter relationships (particular challenge for Welsh medium pupils).

· As well as sound- letter relationship, need to develop visual skills and interest in words ‘for their own sake’.

3. What goes wrong?

· Difficulties are often experiences with: vowel digraphs, double consonants, word endings, unstressed syllables.

· Pupils may become ‘stuck’ in a narrow set of simple letter sound relationships and do not employ a range of spelling strategies to check the accuracy of spellings.

4. How do schools teach spelling effectively?

· Teaching children to listen carefully to the sounds within words (e.g. ‘stretching’ words).

· Emphasis on rhymes and syllables.

· Identification of High Frequency words in shared texts

· Finding words within words.

· Introduction of sounds and letters in a systematic way.

· Developing awareness of the need to make ‘choices’ when spelling words.

· Emphasis on the use of visual memory skills.

· Use of spelling rules where appropriate.

· Wide range of resources.

5. How do Welsh medium schools teach spelling effectively?

· Sensitivity to the nature of the challenge faced by pupils.

· Knowledge of the common problems (see above)

· Using bilingualism creatively.

6. How do schools plan effectively for spelling?

· Continuity and progression.

· Consistency in the ‘message’ about spelling.

· Focus on HF words.

· Spelling as part of writing.

· Careful use of commercial schemes.

· Parental involvement.

· Planning to eliminate common errors.

7. How do schools assess pupils’ spelling effectively?

· Marking policy

· Effective marking.

· Use of spelling partners.

· Spelling as part of drafting.

· Effective use of word books.

· Analysis of NC tests

· Learning lists of words/weekly tests.

Origin of the Project

Welsh –medium schools often seek advice regarding the raising standards of spelling in English in KS2. Specific concerns relate to:

· The common miss-spelling of many High Frequency Words.
Errors often indicate an over reliance on phonic approaches which can be successfully applied in Welsh, though not always in English e.g. byt (but) fy (the) hi (he) 

· Errors which appear to result from an application to English spelling of ‘rules’ or patterns which operate in Welsh e.g. bocs 

(box), hapi (happy), nefer (never) 

· Planning for the teaching of spelling in Year 3 so that phonic knowledge is taught in an appropriate order 

· How best to take account of  (and build on) pupils’ prior knowledge i.e. that derived from their knowledge of Welsh spelling – many teachers express concern about the possibility of ‘confusing’ pupils 

· The need to identify effective teaching methods , strategies and resources 

Initial Assessment 

1. Ability to spell High Frequency words : NLS Lists 1 to 4, words for Yrs R to 2

 (e.g. using Catch Up formats for recording) 

2. Standardised test of spelling ability ( using Parallel Spelling Test ) 

Teaching –outline of objectives /approaches 

1. High Frequency words 

Objectives 

· For pupils to be able to spell High Frequency words from Lists 1 to 4 , according to ability 

· For pupils to become explicitly aware of a range of possible strategies for learning, spelling and checking High Frequency words.
Teaching approaches 

· Whole class work: explicit teaching, sharing and modelling of a range of strategies.
· Independent work : learning of spellings with peer and teacher 

testing. Personal records maintained.
2. Regular monosyllabic and polysyllabic words ( phonic teaching ) 

Objectives 

· For pupils to explore and identify the main differences between English and Welsh spelling including 

· Letters and digraphs in the English alphabet/not in the Welsh alphabet 

· Letters and digraphs included in both the Welsh & English alphabet but which produce different sounds 

· Particular attention to the different sounds made by single vowels in Welsh/English : i and u 
· For pupils to learn to spell a range of regular monosyllabic and polysyllabic words by segmenting words into phonemes 

Teaching approaches 

· Whole class lessons using interactive methods and resources e.g. whiteboards, letter fans, short dictations, spelling games etc. 

· Spelling investigations –recorded in Spelling Journal 

· Marking spelling in context – procedure for checking and correction 

1. Teaching High Frequency words 

· Individual: use baseline assessment for each pupil. Decide how many words each pupil should be learning at a time & enter these on the individual record sheet. Allocate one session per week to peer /teacher testing & updating of records. 
· Individual: correct spelling in context. Maintain a record of HF words which pupils ‘know’. List these on a chart stuck on the inside cover of pupils’ English exercise book. Pupils should know that these words should be correctly spelt in their work or will be re-entered on individual lists. Consider a penalty points system! 
· Individual – What is a Spelling Journal: an alternative to or extension of the ‘Spelling Notebook’.

· Full size exercise book may be more appropriate.
· Encourage use of this as a resource for pupils rather than just a collection of lists.

· Avoids some of the problems to a list approach.

· Whole class: focus on strategies and approaches which pupils can use when learning the words. The main strategies are: 

· Visual patterning: ‘Does it look right?’
· Auditory patterning: ‘What sound can I hear?’
· Word knowledge – derivation: ‘Is it to do with ……?’
· Word knowledge – structure: ‘I know that bit ….’
· Rules: ‘English words don’t end with I..’ (.. and exceptions to rules)

· Gimmicks/Mnemonics: ‘Big Elephants Can Always Upset Small Elephants’

· Words within words : ‘ There’s a rat in separate’
· Resourcefulness: using available sources of support (spell checkers, dictionaries, word books, words on display etc.)

· Whole class: Big Book of Tricky Words: prepare a Big Book to be completed during the year. Focus on irregular words which are particularly problematic (from HF lists or other common words). How do pupils and their parents remember these words? Select two or three such words e.g. because, different, always. Ask pupils to take these home and find out how their parents remember them. Discuss in class and record. 

Suggested Resources 

Letter fans 





Magnetic letters

Small whiteboards




Post-its

Phoneme frames                                             Pupil Spelling Journals 

Set of large letters




Blank letter cards (card off-cuts)

Phonics Teaching: suggested order

1. Introduction of ‘new’ consonants i.e. those not in the Welsh alphabet : 

j, k, q, v, x, z 

2. Consonants which are in the Welsh alphabet but which produce different sounds in English :

f (= ff in Welsh NB no distinction in English between f/ff) 

c and g (soft and hard sounds, English words ‘never’ end in ‘c’   ) 

y (makes many different sounds in English, depending on position in word.) 

3. Single vowels : a,e,o make same sound as in Welsh- i and u different 
· i – English words ‘never’ end with i  ; this sound is represented by ee/ea/y 

· u- Welsh sound of this letter doesn’t exist in English-teach ‘new’ sound

4. Consonant digraphs – those which are the same in both English and Welsh 

· th (sometimes dd in Welsh –in English dd=d ) 
·  ng

·  ph 

5. Consonant digraphs – ‘new’ in English 

· -ck ( =c in Welsh , only found at the end of words in English )

· sh/-sh ( = si in Welsh ) 

· qu-  ( = cw in Welsh ) 

6. Same spelling /different sound : 

· ch  ( in English – Christmas, chap , Charlotte and loch   [Scotland/ Ireland  ] ) 

· ll ( in English ll = l ) –see also dd ,ff above – need to reinforce that in English a double consonant makes the same sound as its single equivalent   bb,dd,ff,gg,ll,mm,nn,pp,rr,ss,tt, 

7. Vowel digraphs : magic ‘e’ and main alternative spellings for vowel digraphs 

· a-e  , ai , ay

· e-e, e, ee

· i-e , igh, ie

· o-e , oa

· u-e , ue, ui, (oo) 

Resource Package 

The resource package that we have provided specifically targets the elements which cause the most concern to Welsh medium learners approaching English spelling: 
· the identification of ‘new letters’ and their sounds. 
· vowel and vowel combinations.  

· i – looking at how i behaves in Welsh/English generating helpful rules.

· The long i sound ; u  - by looking at alternative spellings.  

· y – How does this behave differently in English/Welsh?
The package includes a combination of ‘Smart board’ activities and ‘Power points’.  We have developed these resources in order to introduce these difficult elements in a colourful interactive way that would appeal to all learners.

