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AIM :	To critically examine habitat management and apply GIS as a spatial planning tool
.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· Evaluate habitat management in practice
· Assess conflict analysis of stakeholder groups
· Evaluate and critically appraise the use of GIS software as an aid to the management of stakeholder interests
· Construct a management plan using appropriate techniques and software

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Monitoring habitats through ecological surveys – Phase I
· Practicalities of managing resources (both finances and people)
· Underpinning legislation linked to biodiversity and public access (health & safety, risk assessment)
· Spatial planning and conflict analysis of terrestrial and coastal/marine habitats
· Management Plan construction
· Investigating secondary data acquisition e.g. maps, digitising, scanning and appropriate attribute data management of spatial data sets.
· Investigate the use of remotely sensed data acquisition techniques for a given environmental model (e.g. LIDAR, GPS).
· Implementation of environmental models using appropriate GIS software solutions.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	30%

	Independent learning
	140
	70%

	Placement learning
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	200
	100%











ASSESSMENT
1. 
Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Report and mapping 
	5,000 words
	 100%




Students will produce a management plan based on an appropriate habitat (terrestrial or coastal). This will likely involve analysis of a previous management plan for that site for critical evaluation, a habitat audit using scientifically underpinned methodologies, spatial planning of species/key habitats using GIS as a mapping tool and subsequently the production of a site report (5000 words) and accompanying presentation via software.



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	0

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	0

	TOTAL
	100%






READING LIST

	Module Code
	

	Module Title
	GIS and Habitat Management

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Alexander, M. (2013) Management Planning for Nature Conservation: A Theoretical Basis & Practical Guide, 2nd Edition, Springer. 536pp
	☐


	Essential
	
	☐


	Further
	Ausden, M. (2008). Habitat Management for Conservation: A Handbook of Techniques (Techniques in Ecology & Conservation) Oxford University Press, 430pp
	☒


	Further
	Students are expected to access current research through academic journals such as: British Wildlife Journal
Environmental Conservation Journal

	☒


	Further
	
	☐







