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Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project      


	NAME: Cory Kingdom

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236208

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Domestic Violence and Police Culture in the United Kingdom

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen this topic as I have dealt with these issues first hand in my role as a Police Officer, and recognise that Domestic Violence is prominent in contemporary society.
I have conducted some research and found a study from Hester et. Al 2023 outlines the need and redevelopment of crime surveys for topics such as domestic abuse. This suggests that the actual figures involving domestic incidents may not be a true reflection and be as accurate as the statistics show.
Stewart and Amull 2023 also explains the exposure that women and children have with domestic violence, which can leave them in a vulnerable situation, causing issues such as financial instability and “feel responsible for the violence they experienced” 

Again, from firsthand experience, I understand that there can be the possibility of becoming desensitised when dealing with similar incidents on a regular occurrence.
However, it is vital that Police Officers handle each incident with the same professionalism and are empathetic to each victim.
I have found research which outlines the above from McCartan 2023, where they identify the risks of desensitisation and the possible effects that can have on a victim, leaving them vulnerable in the situation at the time where they were in need.

There has been a lot of media coverage surrounding Police officers and misconduct. Brown and Hobbs 2023 explain how a specific police officer was dismissed from his role due to the violence he caused towards a female. The research also looks into incriminating WhatsApp messages the officers had sent which led to his dismissal. Issues like this cause great concern for the public with trust in the police being affected as a result.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Examine how “cop culture” influences how police respond to domestic violence

· Identify high profile cases where police officers have been perpetrators of domestic abuse, and the actions followed

· Analyse the cultural barriers of accountability within the Police

· Discuss reforms to enhance accountability from the police and protect victims



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are various forms of research available to me surrounding my title.
I plan to conduct various forms of research such as using trusted website, news articles and reports from trusted sources involving critical statistics.
I also aim to ensure that the search I find is relevant today and is not class as “outdated”.

Jefferson and Grimshaw 2023 is a key piece of research I have found which outlines how Police in England and Wales are made to be held accountable for the actions they take. The research also suggests that some officers struggle to hold themselves accountable when taking the wrong actions, causing disciplinary processes. 

Part of my literature review will include how victim’s of domestic violence can be supported and the need for change in prevention of these incidents. Schucan et al 2024 identifies the need for more support of victims and suggests that authorities need to be proactive rather than being reactive.

I am aware that there will be lots of research which can be collated from government websites which I intend to use as part of my dissertation. However, I must be considerate to the fact that some statistics may not be a true reflection as there will be many cases and incidents which do not get reported. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

[bookmark: _Hlk190335490]The research I intend to carry out for my work will be mainly a qualitative approach.
I plan to review and analysis academic studies, government reports and policies surrounding domestic violence.
I will also examine high profile cases of police officers who have been accused of domestic violence.
I will also aim to analysis the current laws and guidelines available to police and identify any misconduct issues for the police force itself.
The final part of my research, I aim to highlight victim testimonies and how they have been portrayed in the media and the support given to them thereafter.
Due to the sensitive nature of identifying and researching victims, it would not be appropriate for me to collect quantitative data on victims, therefore I am limited in using qualitative data only, however I feel that I will still be able to collate sufficient information to allow for a true and accurate piece of research.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

[bookmark: _Hlk190335497]Due to the sensitive nature of my title, it will not be appropriate for me to speak with victims who I have personally dealt with. Therefore, I will have to rely on other research and literature which is accessible.
I intend to conduct a small questionnaire and distribute to colleagues to obtain their attitude when having to deal with large scopes of incidents which are of the similar nature. I then intend to analysis the responses from the questionnaire, to see if there is a common pattern between a person’s length of service and their complacency. The other outcome could be that officers with longer length of service provide more detailed and through care for victims, providing a positive outcome. Having conducted some research Villagrasa et al 2024, supports this theory.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I am aware that there may be some ethical issues of my research. However, I intend to overcome this by not engaging with victims who I have dealt with. There is a vast amount of research readily available without me having to breach any ethical processes. I am aware that there are processes in place which could allow me to speak with victim, however I do not feel that it is appropriate for me to explore this avenue.
I plan to conduct a small anonymous survey with police colleagues, however keeping them anonymous will not raise any ethical concerns.

	TIME SCALE:

I am aware of the time frames in which I have to complete my work. I plan to complete the following below, with an approximate timescale and completion date:

Literature review – 3 weeks – date completed 30th April 2025
Research Methodology – 2 weeks – date completed 9th June 2025
Analysis of Results – 2 weeks – date completed 28th July 2025
Findings and Conclusion – 2 weeks – 1st September 2025
Final dissertation due on 6th October 2025
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