WEEK 3 (week beginning October 16)
Virtuous Expansion: From Jeffersonian Democracy to Manifest Destiny
In focus: 
Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian Visions of the New Nation
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Thomas Jefferson (Daveed Diggs) and Alexander Hamilton (Lin-Manuel Miranda) in Broadway musical Hamilton (c. 2015).

This week takes the module’s narrative from the 18th into the 19th century. We begin by thinking about the key political debates that shaped the early Republic, revisiting the arguments that surrounded the writing of the US Constitution through examination of Alexander Hamilton and James Madison’s ‘Federalist Papers.’ This acts as a springboard for a discussion of the presidency of Thomas Jefferson (the principal author of the Declaration of Independence) and his advocacy of a democracy based on the participation of yeoman farmers – juxtaposing this with Hamilton’s alternative views of an American republic. We then consider the vision of democracy forwarded by Andrew Jackson in the 1820s and 1830s, and how this both fuelled and helped legitimise territorial expansion and conquest by the United States – as signalled by the Mexican-American War of 1846–1848. 

1. Reading and preparation:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lecture will sample Madison and Hamilton’s different perspectives on Federalism, plus a range of sources that exemplify Jefferson’s visions of democracy and an ‘empire of liberty.’. An article by John L O’Sullivan on the annexation of Texas will also be mentioned, and is also available on Moodle. The O’Sullivan document is essential reading for anybody wishing to write an essay on this particular topic. 

Required reading:
· Alexander Hamilton, The Federalist Nos. 1 and 6
· James Madison, The Federalist No. 10
· Jeffersonian Visions of Democracy and Empire (primary source collection)
Recommended reading:
· John L O’Sullivan, ‘Annexation’ (1845)
General background:
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi. America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters  9, 11, 14
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapters 8, 10

2. Background information
Students should consult the Oxford Reference collection (http://www.oxfordreference.com/) to  search for relevant information on Madison, Hamilton, Jefferson and The Federalist. 

3. Questions to consider:
The Federalist Papers
· Who was Alexander Hamilton, and what his significance in American history? Make a note of FOUR facts or pieces of information about him.

· Who was James Madison, and what his significance in American history? Make a note of FOUR facts or pieces of information about him.

· What was Hamilton and Madison’s relationship to one another? How closely did they share one another’s political beliefs?

· Whose ideas and writing style are you more favourable to: Madison or Hamilton?

Hamilton, The Federalist No. 1 and 6
· Can Hamilton’s first letter be read as a manifesto for subsequent issues of The Federalist, and if so in what ways?
· How does Hamilton’s first letter explain the function and purpose of The Federalist papers?
· What prompted him to write the letter?
· What arguments and political positions is the letter intended to promote?
· Can the first letter be read as a manifesto for subsequent issues of The Federalist, and if so in what ways?

· What type of government does Hamilton favour, and how does he distinguish it from other available options?

· What sorts of rights and liberties – and for whom – does Hamilton deem particularly important in The Federalist No. 1?

· How does The Federalist No. 1 work as a piece of literature? What writing techniques to Hamilton use to try and convince his readership? Does he employ any literary or rhetorical devices to press his points home? Do you find his style convincing?

· Does Hamilton’s tone and line of argument change at all in The Federalist No. 6? Are any additional factors or events discussed that were overlooked in the first letter?

· What role does historical precedent play in The Federalist No. 6?

· Interpret the significance of the following phrases and extracts from The Federalist Nos. 1 and 6:
· “… the fate of an empire in many respects the most interesting in the world;”
· “… heresies can rarely be cured by persecution;”
· “… the vigor of government is essential to the security of liberty;”
· “… an enlightened zeal for the energy and efficiency of government;”
· “… the specious mask of zeal for the rights of the people;”
· “ … favorites of a king or of a people;”
· “ … the spirit of commerce has a tendency to soften the manners of men”?

Madison, The Federalist No. 10
· Does Madison’s tone and line of argument differ at from those pursued by Hamilton? Does he cite any additional factors or events that were overlooked in The Federalist Nos. 1 and 6?

· How does Madison define ‘faction’? Are different types of ‘factions’ discussed in The Federalist No. 10, and if so how does Madison characterise them?

· What two means does Madison suggest are available to prevent factions forming, and why does he reject them both?

· How does Madison differentiate between democracy and republicanism? What is his verdict on what he terms “pure democracy”?

· What structures and functions of government does Madison propose for helping balance or mitigate “the mischief of faction”?

· What sorts of rights and liberties – and for whom – does Madison deem particularly important in The Federalist No. 10? Why and how is property an important concept for him? 

Jefferson
· How and why does Jefferson extol the virtues of farming, and in what ways did agriculture underpin his vision for American society (section headed ‘Jefferson on Farming’)?

· In what ways might Jefferson’s championing of farming be linked to his endorsement of US territorial expansion (‘Jefferson on Expansion’)?
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