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Introduction
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]According to National Museum, In the late 18th centuries and early 19th centuries during the industrial revolution, Blaenavon was an important Centre of coal mining and iron making in South Wales. Resulting in the valley being transformed politically, socially and economically.


Prior to 1789 Blaenavon was a small farming community, with a small chapel where the sheep farmers and part-time miners from across the City and Blorenge Mountains would meet up to socialize. There were no streets and the few roads which were there were basic.Big Pit Coal Museum



Blaenavon Historical mentions, the founding partners in the Blaenavon Company, Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins, and Benjamin Pratt, secured a vast piece of land for an ironworks, complete with all necessary raw materials sources, in 1787-1789. The partners were confident enough in the new technology that they chose a mineral-rich hillside location where steam power was the only realistic option. They were also confident enough in their capacity to supply coke, iron ore, and limestone to build three furnaces at one location.
[image: Eclectica: Blaenavon Ironworks]
According to Cadw,  Blaenavon Ironworks first used the power of steam to pump air into its massive blast furnaces in 1789. Sidney Gilchrist Thomas revolutionised the steel business by finding a way to remove phosphorus from iron ore a century later. Blaenavon historical mentions Iron was a crucial element during the Industrial Revolution, used in engines, ships, and railway lines.
Blaenavon Ironworks (Eclectica)


Blaenavon historical stated, Abraham Darby pioneered a pattern of vertical integration in the business by developing a method of smelting using coke that generated pig iron suitable for forging into wrought iron. Forges and furnaces were used, as well as mining and quarrying, the selling of lime and residential coal, brick manufacturing, mechanical engineering, and even farming.
[image: Life in the cottages of Engine Row at Blaenavon was often cramped and crowded, but it represented a better life for workers and their families. Who came to the valley by the thousands.]Ross, D mentions, The Ironworks in 1789 employed 350 men, taking the district’s population up to 1000.  Along with new people, new homes were required to entice workers from across the country. These homes were built near the iron works which was unhealthy for the families due to the pollution and men walking home in cold, windy conditions with wet clothing.
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Big Pit national coal museum states, in 1939 Pithead baths and also housed a canteen and a medical room for injured miners.  The pithead was installed to reduce the risk of the miners becoming ill during their walk home. The baths also meant that the wives and children would no longer need to carry boiling hot water to fill their tin baths thereby reducing the risk of scalding.    
Big Pit Coal Museum 

Lockers were also installed to enable the miners leave their wet and dirty clothes to dry overnight via the hot hair blowing constantly through the lockers.   



According to cadw (no date) there wasn’t just adults working, children as early as five years old where also employed in the industry.  Government Inspectors discovered 185 minors under the age of 13 working at the ironworks and nearby mines in 1842. A quarter of them were girls, with many of them manually cutting up iron ore.  


Blaenavon-Townscape (no date) mentions, the ironworks had a company tuck shop on site which sold everything to cover the needs of the workers and their families.  As the workers were only paid every four to six weeks, they would allow the workers to purchase the goods on “tick” until they received their pay.   Any monies owed by the workers to the shop would be deducted from the wages, resulting in some workers receiving very little or no money on payday.

With the workers being unable to use the local businesses, prices in the Tuck the shop were inflated by 20% to 30% and during the 1830, the high profits made from the shop provided the company another income.  Causing a form of social control.

The 'truck system' was unpopular with workers and local businesses and was one of the reasons of dissatisfaction in early nineteenth-century, resulting in the introduction of the ‘Truck act 1831’ were passed over time to eliminate the truck system and its inequities.

Matthews, N Blaenavon Heritage mentions, No government grants where available for schools until 1833 until then the chapelgoer residents of the area were forced to depend on Sunday Schools or insufficient cottage schools for several years.

However, in 1816, Sarah Hopkins the sister of ironmaster Samuel Hopkins opened a national school in honor of her brother. 

Culture was transforming by the late 1860s, and there was an increasing demand for day schools.
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Description automatically generated]No Name (no date) stated, Coal was one of the Industrial Revolution's engines and a key component in the transition from organic to mineral technologies. It was used for roasting, smelting, and forging iron, steelmaking, burning lime, making bricks, and powering steam engines, as well as export. Blaenavon was producing House Coal, Steam Coal, Ironstone and Fireclay. 

The National Museum Wales states that, 2, OOO people were employed by the Blaenavon Iron and Coal Company which was making 400 tons of iron per week. Of the 2,000, 230 where young people under the age of 18, employed in the mine works and 136 in the coal works. 

According to Big Pit, Brief History, Between the 1880s and 1913, the South Wales Coalfield was at its peak of output. Nearly a quarter of a million Welsh miners produced 57,000,000 tons of coal in 1913. Blaenavon coal was export around the world and used to fuel trains on Great Western Railway.Big Pit Coal Museum 


 



Conclusion 


During the industrial revolution the area of Blaenavon changed from being an extremely small village becoming a thriving coal and iron center with an influx of people pushing the population and the economic viability of the area to new highs.  However since the decline of the coal and iron industry in this country the area has had to find ways to diversify to keep the area alive.
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