Shaunna Campbell - Cross

Website Critique – The Foundation for Shamanic Studies.

The website I have chosen to critique is the Foundation for Shamanic Studies, the URL being https://www.shamanism.org/. I chose this website as Shamanism is something that I had previously heard of, however had not thoroughly researched. Thus by critiquing this website, I am hopeful to learn more about Shamanism itself along the way. 
As the homepage of the website opens, a welcoming light shade of purple fills the screen, along with the background image of a starry sky, suggesting a sort of theme to Shamanism. The purple shade and starry background offer a peaceful and spiritual image. Shamanism is the belief in the unseen world, of which includes Gods, ancestral spirits, and demons too. The starry background suggests that this may be where these Gods and spirits could be. At the top of the page, the practice is titled and a short summary of the practice is listed beneath, stating;
“Dedicated to the preservation, study and teaching of the Shamanic knowledge for the welfare of the Planet and its inhabitants.”
The statement and its placement is useful as it is the first thing a person would read when accessing the page. If a reader is unfamiliar with the practice, then this first statement they come across gives a slight introduction as to what Shamanism is about. This statement is of deep importance as this may be what pushes people to either find out more about Shamanism, or decide that it is not something they are interested in. 
Next to the statement at the head of the page, is a symbol that resembles an eye, with only the bottom of the eye highlighted. By placing their symbol at the top of the page, it will be the first thing to load, thus the first thing visitors of the website see. Therefore, when this symbol is seen elsewhere, people will instantly link it to the website of Shamanism. It also adds a touch of individuality to the website. 
There are numerous buttons on the page, however the two first ones are the ones that allow people to donate to the group, and also a login option for ‘Circle Members’.  As you click through to the donation page, it gives visitors plenty of information in regards of how and what they can donate, and what their donations will do. This page is well set out and informative, making it simple and easy to donate to the circle. The login button’s placement is one of easy access for those already involved in Shamanism.
Beneath the headings, are what I believe to be the main assets of the websites homepage. It holds buttons, of which their titles are simple to read and understand, that can carry you to the information you wish to find. The first button is simply headed ‘About FFS’, which is incredibly useful to new visitors and researches like myself. By clicking through the ‘About FFS’ button, you are able to find a lot of useful and informative information about the Foundation, for example you can either take a look at the ‘About the Foundation’ section, or read up on Michael Harner, the founder of the foundation, whos biography is available on the website. However if this is not enough, there is an option to find out how you are able to contact the foundation. It is an exceptionally easy process too, as all you are required to do is fill in the fields with your details, and write in your question, query etc. I found this significantly easier to use than many other websites I have had to use in terms of contacting the group themselves. Many websites do not have straightforward methods in order for them to be contacted, therefore I feel that the foundation have succeeded in making it easy and straightforward for anyone to get in touch with them, and for any reason also. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Foundation of Shamanic studies also hold numerous workshops, of which you can find listed beneath the button ‘Workshops’, if you hover over the button, each workshop is listed simply, allowing you to click on the one that attracts you to find out more. Each workshop then has its own page, with all the information one would need in regards of what happens, where they take place, how to apply, and how long they last. 

